
 

Respect, Compassion and Confidence underpin all aspects of life at William Ruthven Primary School (WRPS). These 
are not merely words on a page. Rather, they are values that frame the way we behave and the way we interact with 
each other, and they are embedded in the very fibre of our school. 
WRPS is an inclusive community comprised of a range of different types of families from many different cultures.  We 
are proud to represent a wonderful cross section of the society in which we all live and we celebrate and respect the 
diversity that makes our school what it is today.  
At this time when there is a lot of media coverage of, and interest in, the marriage equality postal survey, it is worth 
remembering our school values of Respect, Compassion and Confidence. Regardless of individual feelings on the 
survey topic, it is important that we all continue to handle any discussions on the topic in a respectful manner. 
It has come to my attention that campaign materials have been distributed in our local area about the impact that 
changes to marriage law may have on what is taught in schools. I am available to answer any questions you may have 
about this information and the WRPS curriculum. 
Every family at WRPS is valued and supported as part of the school community. If you have any concerns about your 
child or would like some guidance on how to talk to them about the marriage equality debate, please speak to me or our 
welfare officer, Mr Peter Marco. 

 
Great Work 
The last ten days have been a very exciting time at William Ruthven.  
The students in the 5/6 area of the school had their market day last Thursday. This was a day where the students im-
plemented their business plans that they had been working on this term. The day was held in the gym with families and 
friends invited to explore the market. The students from the other grades also had the opportunity to explore the market 
and purchase some treasures. The money raised from the market day will go towards and end of year special event 
and the Starlight Children’s Foundation. Congratulations to the 5/6 students and their teachers for a wonderful unit of 
work. 
On Tuesday the 1/2 Unit had an open morning where parents were invited to come along, view and talk to their son/
daughter about the work the students have just completed as part of their explore Australia topic.  The treasure boxes 
were a culmination of a terms work and the students were very excited to share their work with all the adults who came 
along. Congratulations to the students and teachers from the 1/2 Unit for their great work. 
Also on Tuesday the Foundation students opened up their shops they had built to their families. Over the course of this 
term they have been doing a unit of work on shops and their importance in the community. As part of this unit the stu-
dents built a shop from boxes and decorated the shop. Many different shops were represented bakeries, pet shops 
sports store, ice cream shop, nail salon to name a few.  Well done to the foundation teachers and students for their 
great work. 
Thank you to all those families who have supported their children and attended the open sessions. Your support is 
invaluable in ensuring the students are successful learners.  

 
2018 Enrolments 
Foundation enrolments for 2018 are now being taken. If you have a child or know of a child starting school in 2018 and 
they are interested in coming to William Ruthven Primary School they should contact the office and collect necessary 
enrolment forms and brochures. If you have any queries or any questions about sending your child to William Ruthven 
PS in 2018, please feel free to contact me either by phone, email or by arranging an appointment. 

 

End of term 
A reminder to parents that the school term ends tomorrow, Friday 22nd September at 2:30pm. Parents are asked to 
make the necessary arrangements to have their child picked up from school at this time. We will end the term with a 
school assembly. 
Term four is already shaping up to be a busy and exciting term for the school.  
School resumes on Monday 9th October. 
 

Allan Waterson 

 

Principal’s message 

Have you visited our website 

For all the latest information on our school visit our website:  www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au 

Important Dates 

SEPTEMBER 

22nd - Last day of 

Term 3 

OCTOBER 
 
9th - First day of   
term 4 
 
16th - School Council 
Meeting 
 
27th - Foundation 

Breakfast 

NOVEMBER 
 
1st - F-2 Swimming 
 
3rd - F-2 Swimming 
 
7th - Cup Day -   
Public Holiday 
 
8th - F-2 Swimming & 
F-6 Footsteps 
 
10th - F-2 Swimming 
& F-6 Footsteps 
 
15th - F-2 Swimming 
& F-6 Footsteps 
 
17th -  F-2 Swimming 
& F-6 Footsteps 
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WILLIAM RUTHVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 5544 
ABN: 84116388399 

 

RESPECT        CONFIDENCE       COMPASSION 

Term 1 
 
1st February– 31st 
March 
 

Term 2 
 
18th April—30th 
June 

Term 3 
 
17th July—22nd 
September 
 

Term 4 
 
9th October—22nd 
December 
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8th September 15th September 

 

Grade 5/6 Market Day 

Prep A Niamh  

Prep B Bilisha  

1/2 A Nicolai  

1/2 B  

1/2C Malan 

3/4 A Lara  

3/4 B   

3/4C Aiden  

5/6 A   

5/6 B Hassan  

5/6C Noah & Robert  

Art F-6   

PE - F - 6 Ayesha M & James M  

L.O.T.E   

Performing Arts  

Library F-6   

Science F-2   

Assist Principal 3/4A, 3/4B & 3/4C  

Principal   

Prep A Samaaira  

Prep B   

1/2 A   

1/2 B Vivienne & Tiana 

1/2C Ekam 

3/4 A   

3/4 B   

3/4C   

5/6 A   

5/6 B Whole class  

5/6C Whole class  

Art F-6   

PE - F - 6   

L.O.T.E   

Performing Arts  

Library F-6   

Science F-2   

Assist Principal   

Principal   

On Thursday 14th September, the 5/6s held the best ever Market Day yet! 

At 8:50am we were ready to start the day feeling very excited about the hours ahead of us. Even setting up was made 

fun. When my group members and I finished setting up and it looked like a well-designed market stand, we looked at 

each other and knew we were ready to go.  

When it was time, the parents came. I was becoming really nervous but I kept it together. Slowly, slowly, parents started 

to come to our store. Every couple of minutes a parent or two would come and ask for one particular thing - cake pops. 

We were really pleased and knew we were going to raise a good amount of money.  

After recess the F-4 students entered the hall. It didn’t feel nerve racking since I had a taste of what selling to parents 

was like. Really it took about 5 – 10 minutes until a child came but that didn’t affect my group. As people came and 

came, I felt really proud of myself. It was my first Market Day and it was a success. 

At 1PM it was closing down time. I knew we had made about $100. I was very glad that we made a lot but sad that it 

ended that quickly. 

After lunch was a big clean up. It was a bit annoying putting the tables away and moving them from building to building 

but I got over it.  

At the end of the day, our sales were $104.50, our expenses were $44.31 and our profit was $60.19. Overall I really had 

a fun day as it is was my first Market Day. I can’t wait until next year! 

By Eva Y 



 

 

 

 

Grade 5/6 Market Day 
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Foundation Inquiry Day 
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Foundation Feedback: 
“Everybody liked our balls and 
liked our pretend money” –  
Giovanni 
“I liked the gems on Elvin’s game 
on his shop” – Bilisha 
“I liked when the people came to 
the nail shop and put the nail 
polish on” – Ayesha 
“I like the lucky dip on my shop” – 
Mia  
“The best part was when the 
grade 5’s came to visit” – Jacob 

“I like the bread shop” - Daniel 

During Term 3, the Foundation students worked on the Inquiry topic ‘Design, Build, Shop’. We discovered everything there was to know 

about shops, what they looked like - inside and outside, the workers, the products – everything! Using what they learnt throughout the 

term, the Foundation students got into groups and designed, planned and then built their own shop. On our Inquiry Day morning, they 

proudly discussed their shops with family and friends. It was a great success! 



 

Grade 1/2 Inquiry Day 

21st September 2017 Page 5 

 

This term all of the grade 1/2 students have taken a journey around Australia as part of our Inquiry unit. We have learnt about each state 
and territory, their capital cities and landmarks all across the country. During the unit, each student made an Australian Treasure Box with a 
range of different items to represent each part of Australia. On Tuesday the 19th of September we had many parents and other special visi-
tors come to see these Treasure Boxes. The parents were very proud of all the work the students had done and how well the students an-
swered questions about the items in their boxes. Well done to all the grade 1/2 students on a fantastic unit Travelling Around Australia! 



 

 
What is epidemic thunderstorm asthma? 
Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year during grass pollen season. There is also the chance of an epidemic thunderstorm asthma event. 
Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are thought to be triggered by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels and a certain type of thunder-
storm, resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a short period of time. These events not only cause lots of people to be-
come unwell but their sudden onset and potentially severe nature can put a strain on health services, with many people requiring medical support. 
As epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are uncommon, the exact mechanism driving them is still unclear. One view is that pollen grains from grasses 
get swept up in the wind and carried for long distances. Some can burst open and release tiny particles that are concentrated in the wind just before the 
thunderstorm. These particles are small enough to be breathed deep into the lungs and can trigger asthma symptoms, making it difficult to breathe. 
It is thought that the grass pollen grains and allergens are removed from the air by the rain from the thunderstorm. 
Whole grass pollen grains are relatively large and can in some susceptible people cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, resulting in what is com-
monly known as hay fever. 
On the other hand, the allergens released from burst grass pollen grains are small enough to get past the nose and throat and be breathed deeply into the 
lungs. Irritation here can trigger asthma symptoms such as:  

wheezing  
breathlessness  
a tight feeling in the chest; or  
coughing 

The important points about epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are:  
They are uncommon and are not responsible for the seasonal increase in asthma symptoms seen every year 
They affect a lot of people all at once 
They can affect people with asthma, people with undiagnosed asthma (i.e. people who have asthma symptoms but have not yet been diagnosed with 

asthma), those who have had asthma in the past, and people with hay fever who may or may not have asthma. 
People with hay fever in south eastern Australia are likely to be allergic to grass pollen, and are therefore at increased risk of epidemic thunderstorm 

asthma. 
When do epidemic thunderstorm asthma events occur?  
Thunderstorm asthma events don’t occur every year but when they do, they can happen during the grass pollen season in south-east Australia. 
The grass pollen season varies across Australia however in south-east Australia it is typically from October through December. 
Who is at risk of epidemic thunderstorm asthma? 
Those at increased risk of epidemic thunderstorm asthma include: 

People with asthma 
People with a past history of asthma  
Those with undiagnosed asthma (i.e. people who have asthma symptoms but have not yet been diagnosed with asthma) 
People with seasonal hay fever (who may or may not  have asthma) 

What can you do to be prepared? 
What everyone should do?  
Everyone in south east Australia should be aware of the phenomenon known as epidemic thunderstorm asthma. While the environmental conditions that 
have resulted in previous epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are uncommon, they will reoccur in the coming years and it is important that everyone is 
prepared. It's important for everyone to know the symptoms of asthma and what to do if someone is having an asthma attack. 
What should I do if I am at an increased risk? 

Understand the epidemic thunderstorm asthma phenomenon 
Have an asthma action plan (where advised by your doctor) and /or have practical knowledge of the 4 steps of asthma first aid  
Have reliever medication appropriately available in grass pollen season and be aware of how to use it (ideally with a spacer) 
Be alert to and act on the development of asthma symptoms as explained in your asthma action plan if you have one, or if you don’t, use asthma first 

aid  
Be aware of thunderstorm forecasts  
Particularly on HIGH or EXTREME pollen count days. 
For those at risk, where possible it’s best to avoid being outside during thunderstorms during the grass pollen season – especially in the wind gusts that 
come before the storm. Go inside and close your doors and windows and if you have your air conditioner on, turn it to recirculate. 
Never ignore asthma symptoms like breathlessness, wheezing and tightness in the chest  
Start Asthma First Aid immediately and call Triple Zero (000) for help if symptoms do not get any better or if they start to get worse. 
Think you might have symptoms of asthma or hay fever, OR if you experience wheezing or coughing with your hay fever 

See your doctor to get symptoms checked and get a proper diagnosis  
Get an asthma or hay fever action plan  
Make sure you have the right medication 

Know you have asthma 
Have regular reviews with your doctor to ensure that you have the right medication and good control of your asthma 
Get an updated asthma action plan that includes advice for epidemic thunderstorm asthma 
If you have been prescribed a preventer medication – take it every day, even if you feel well  
Always carry your reliever medication with you – this is your emergency asthma first aid medication 
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Community News 

https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/vic/home
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Community News 

2017 Celebration Awards Night 
The awards night will be in our School Gym on the evening of Wednesday 

the 6th of December.  Please mark your calendars! 

Every student will be performing on the night! 
 

 

 

 

Footsteps Dance Company 

Will teach the dance for 5 sessions for every grade level  

(8/11, 15/11, 22/11, 29/11, 6/12).  All students are expected to partici-

pate.  The cost is $10 per student.  Notices will be distributed at the 

start of next term. 

Thunderstorm Asthma –Continued 
 
Have had asthma in the past 

Talk with your doctor about your risks of epidemic thunderstorm asthma and what additional actions would be appropriate for your individual situa-
tion, particularly the need for a preventer over the grass pollen season. 

Know you have hay fever 
You should understand that you are at increased risk of having asthma, as well as asthma during an epidemic thunderstorm asthma event. 

If you wheeze or cough with your hay fever, you may have asthma without knowing it. Around 1 in 4 people with hay fever also have asthma, and it 
is important to recognise that pollen can trigger asthma as well as hay fever symptoms. People with hay fever who also develop symptoms such as 
wheeze, shortness of breath and chest tightness should see their doctor. 
See your doctor or pharmacist about a hay fever treatment plan and what you can do to help protect yourself from the risk of thunderstorm asthma, 
including having an asthma reliever puffer – which is available from a pharmacy without prescription. 
If you develop asthma symptoms, follow the 4 steps of asthma first aid and make sure you follow up with your doctor.  

What should you do if you are experiencing asthma symptoms? 
In an emergency, always call Triple Zero (000).  
Follow your written asthma action plan or commence Asthma First Aid. If you are experiencing: 

a severe or life-threatening asthma attack, call an ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) and then start asthma first aid.  
a mild to moderate asthma attack, start asthma first aid. 

No matter where you are, a pharmacy or doctor’s surgery can assist you – don’t hesitate to seek help. Blue/grey reliever puffers are 
available over the counter from any pharmacy and they can assist with Asthma First Aid. 
 
.For further information on Asthma please visit: www.asthmaaustralia.org.au or www.asthmaaustralia.org.au 
 

You can help by ensuring your child’s Asthma Plan is up to date and the school has an in-date blue 

reliever puffer and spacer for them in case of an emergency. 

School Uniform Sales 
are on 

Wednesday 8:30am-9:00am &  2:30pm-3:00pm. 
We have a small number of second hand uniform available for sale.  Most items are $5.00 a piece.  

Please note we only have a few items in each size. 
 
We would appreciate that all families demonstrate our school value of RESPECT and come in during the allocated times only as we do not have the 
staff to man the uniform shop at all times.  Should these times be unsuitable, an order form may be obtained from the office. You can fill out the order 
form, send it to the school along the money and we will fill the order and send it home with your child. 
Your understanding would be greatly appreciated. 

https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/vic/home


 
 

William Ruthven Primary School 
Is now taking enrolments for 2018 

 
Academic Excellence 
Personalised learning 
Innovative curriculum 

A strong focus on Literacy and Numeracy 
Committed and dedicated teaching staff 

Strong partnership between school and family 

          
A specialist Science School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

William Ruthven Primary School 60 Merrilands Rd  Reservoir  
Tel: 9460 1668 Fax: 9460 1858 

Email: william.ruthven.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   Website: 

Last day of term 3 is  

Friday 22nd September  
School will finish at 2:30 pm. 

 
Please make the necessary  

arrangements  
to have your child/children  

collected at this time. 

—————— 
Term 4 commences on 

Monday 9th October 
 

Don’t forget your hat in term 4 

Thank You! 
A big thank you to our  

parent helpers;  
Tamara, Stuart, Robert,  
Panagiota & Christine  

for all of their hard work putting  
together the Hot Dog Day for the  

students.   
Your help is greatly appreciated. 


