
 

Great Work 
This week I would like to congratulate all of the students on our Student Representative Council for an 
exceptional job. On Monday we held our ANZAC day service. This is a service that is led by our 
School Captains, Mikalee and Mousa and the students on the Student Representative Council. This 
year we had a special guest Mr Graham Hibbert, President of the Reservoir RSL. Mr Hibbert read out 
two poems. The SRC told us about the importance of ANZAC day and the brave actions that William 
Ruthven undertook during World War One. 
I was very impressed and proud of the way our SRC spoke and conducted themselves during the 
ceremony. All the students displayed our school values of Respect, Confidence and Compassion. I 
was also impressed with the behaviour of all the students during the ceremony and the way they lis-
tened attentively to our SRC. After the ceremony, I received a lot of positive feedback on the way our 
students conducted themselves. 
WRPS Memorial Garden 
A special thanks goes to our gardener Shane for doing a wonderful job on our Memorial garden.  
Please take the time to have a look at Shane’s hard work.  I am sure you will be agree, the improve-
ments make the school’s garden look fantastic. 
School Council 
At the end of last term we held our School Council elections. Thank you to all those parents who nom-
inated to be on school council. Congratulations to the following parents who were elected to be on our 
school council. Stuart R and Tamara J have been elected for a two year period and join Christine C  
and Cathy P as the parent representatives. The teacher representatives on the School council are 
Peter M and Kent S. The community representatives on our School Council Melinda S and Rachael 
S. Christine C was elected President of the School Council and Stuart R Vice President. I look for-
ward to working with school council this year. 
Annual report 
The 2016 Annual report was tabled at the School Council meeting on Monday night.  If you would like 
a copy of the annual report it can be found on the school website or a copy can be obtained from the 
office. 
Roadworks 
We have been advised by the Darebin City Council of upcoming roadworks in the local area that par-
ents need to be aware of. On Monday 8th May roadworks at the intersection of Merrilands Rd and 
Balfour St will commence. This will have an impact on vehicle transport around the school for a three 
week period. Parents are asked to be aware of the upcoming roadworks. 
Before and After School Supervision 
A reminder to all parents that students should not be arriving at school before 8:40am in the morning. 
Teachers will not be on duty to supervise their child before 8:40 am. At the conclusion of the 
school day, all students should be picked up by 3:15pm at the latest. The school yard will be super-
vised until 3:15pm. If the students are playing on the play equipment, parents need to ensure that 
they are supervising their child. 
Breakfast club 
Breakfast club is now up and running for this term. Thank you to all those teachers who help out at 
the breakfast club.  Everybody is welcome to breakfast club even if you have had breakfast before 
coming to school. If you would like to have some breakfast, just pop into the senior area of the school. 
Breakfast club starts at 8:15 am. 
A Taste of School 
A reminder to parents that our next taste of school is on Friday 5th May commencing at 2:00pm. 
Foundation enrolments  
Foundation enrolments for 2018 are now being taken. If you have a child or know of a child starting 
school in 2018 and they are interested in coming to William Ruthven Primary School, they should 
contact the office and collect necessary enrolment forms and brochures. If you have any queries or 
any questions about sending your child to William Ruthven PS in 2018, please feel free to contact me 
either by phone, email or by arranging an appointment.  
 
 
 

Allan Waterson 

 

Principal’s message 

Have you visited our website 

For all the latest information on our school visit our website:  www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au 

Important Dates 

MAY 

2ND - Canteen 

Closed 

5TH - Taste of 

School 

9TH - NAPLAN 

10TH - NAPLAN 

11TH - NAPLAN 

12TH - Mother’s Day 

Stall 

18TH - Grade 5/6 

Excursion -Edendale 

19TH - Foundation 

Tree Planting Day 

24TH - Grade 3/4 

Melbourne Water 

Excursion 

31ST - Foundation 

Travelling Kitchen 

Incursion 
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WILLIAM RUTHVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 5544 
ABN: 84116388399 

 

RESPECT        CONFIDENCE       COMPASSION 

Term 1 
 
1st February– 31st 
March 
 

Term 2 
 
18th April—30th 
June 

Term 3 
 
17th July—22nd 
September 
 

Term 4 
 
9th October—22nd 
December 



 

Student Of The Week 
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31st March  21st April 

 

Grades 3&4 Excursion to the Immigration Museum 

Prep A   

Prep B   

1/2 A   

1/2 B Abi Sankaran 

1/2C  

3/4 A   

3/4 B Olivia Ivory Hawkes  

3/4C   

5/6 A   

5/6 B   

5/6C   

Art F-6   

PE - F - 6   

L.O.T.E   

Performing Arts  

Library F-6   

Science F-2   

Assist Principal   

Principal   

Prep A Luke  

Prep B   

1/2 A   

1/2 B  

1/2C Miranda 

3/4 A James & Ebony  

3/4 B SiFeng  

3/4C Henry  

5/6 A Dennis  

5/6 B Alastair  

5/6C Shelby C  

Art F-6 Yousef A  

PE - F - 6 Mikayla C  

L.O.T.E   

Performing Arts  

Library F-6 Isabel A  

Science F-2   

Assist Principal   

Principal Carlo S  



 

 

 

WRPS ANZAC SERVICE 
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"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them." 

 
We are very lucky here at William Ruthven Primary School, for many reasons. You might have your own 
reason for feeling lucky to be at this school. Other schools are usually named after the suburb they are 
located in – Reservoir Primary School, Thomastown Primary School, Reservoir East Primary School, 
and so on. Here at William Ruthven Primary School, it is a bit different. What response do you usually 
get from people when you say you go to William Ruthven Primary School?  It might be something like – 
“that’s an unusual name for a school,” or “Who was William Ruthven,” or “Why is your school named 

after a person – what did he do that was special?” Every time that we say, see or hear the name William Ruthven Primary 
School, we are reminded of the importance of bravery, courage and confidence, and realise that we have a strong link to an 
important event in Australia’s history.  
 
On Tuesday, the start of this event will have taken place exactly 102 years ago. It didn’t happen in Australia but many Australi-
ans were involved. One of those Australians was a man called William Ruthven. Over 100 years ago, on the 25 th of April 1915, 
soldiers from the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACs) landed at Gallipoli in Turkey. This marked the beginning 
of Australia’s involvement in World War 1. 
 
Our school is named after an Australian soldier who took part in World War 1 - William Ruthven. William Ruthven was there at 
Gallipoli where Australian soldiers fought for nearly 9 months in very difficult circumstances. Three years later in 1918, the last 
year of World War 1, William Ruthven was still fighting, this time in a battle in France. His leader was injured, so in a very diffi-
cult situation where the easiest thing would be to give up, he stood up with confidence, taking lead of the soldiers and urged 
them to keep fighting. Throughout the battle he showed “the most magnificent courage and determination, inspiring everyone 
by his fine spirit, his remarkable courage, and his dashing action.” For this bravery, courage and confidence, William Ruthven 
was awarded a very special medal that only 95 other Australians have received in the last 150 years – the Victoria Cross. A 
copy of his medals are on display in the front foyer of our Office.  
 
Most other schools and students only really think about Australia’s bravery and important involvement in difficult wars across 
the world a few times each year. At William Ruthven Primary School we are lucky because every time we put on our school 
uniforms, walk into our school or tell someone what school we go to, we get a little reminder of the importance of courage, 
bravery and confidence. Not just during wartime, but every day. 
 
Next time someone asks you the name of our school, you can tell them – “I go to William Ruthven Primary School, and I’m 
very lucky, because that name tells me something very important about confidence, bravery and courage.” 



 

Students wrote comments in response to an Anzac Day Behind The News reel.  
 
Why did this terrible thing happen? There’s no need to kill people, instead it should have been dealt with better. No 
one should have experienced something so horrible, that ended so many young lives, thank you for fighting for us. 
By Lily.  
 
I really wish that people can be serious about if they want to hurt people. War is extremely dangerous and some 
young people who fight have a whole life ahead of them. Please stop war. By Eva 
 
All wars are terrible no matter how they end. Young men and women die that will never change. Hopefully in the far 
off future there will be no wars, but we can only hope.  By Theo. 

 

 

Grade 5/6 Student’s Work—Anzac Day Activities 
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SHOULD HOMEWORK BE BANNED? 

 

Grade 5/6 Student’s Work - Persuasive Writing 
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Student’s Work—Book Report  By Carlo 
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Community News 



 
 

 
 

William Ruthven Primary School 
Is now taking enrolments for 2018 

 
Academic Excellence 
Personalised learning 
Innovative curriculum 

A strong focus on Literacy and Numeracy 
Committed and dedicated teaching staff 

Strong partnership between school and family 

          
A specialist Science School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

William Ruthven Primary School 60 Merrilands Rd  Reservoir  
Tel: 9460 1668 Fax: 9460 1858 

Email: william.ruthven.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   Website: 

Canteen will be closed on 
 Tuesday 2nd May 

 

 No lunches  
orders on this day 

 
A special thanks to Mel M for 
the wonderful donations of  

Easter Eggs for our  
Easter Raffle 
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