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Welcome back (remotely) to term 2
Firstly, thank you for all of you kind words and support of the staff. I think we all agree that
Day 1 of remote learning was a little ‘hairy’ for everyone, but as the days progressed we
all began to find our feet a little more.
We’ve acted on your feedback
You will be aware that we have listened to your feedback and have made a number of
changes to the online content delivery and attendance:



Tasks are up for 24 hours (8:45 am - 8:45 am). This gives
working families greater flexibility to complete tasks
outside regular school hours.



More detailed explanations from teachers - including
video introductions and modelling of teaching.



The instructions will be numbered and icons included so
you can see what to do at a glance.



Less things to click on and download.



Only 'end of week' tasks are to be uploaded for reading, writing and maths. You can
upload these tasks over the weekend up until Sunday night. (Please only upload tasks
labelled as 'Must complete and return'.)



Tasks will be listed in the order for completion: Reading, writing, maths, PE and
optional specialist lessons.



A daily ‘attendance question’ in which to respond when your child logs on.

Staying safe online
If needed, remind your child that they have signed an ‘Acceptable Use Agreement’ when
using devices and the internet to support their learning at school. This agreement can still
apply when learning remotely. If you have issues about inappropriate use of technology
while learning remotely, please contact the school on 9460 1668.
Our website provides tips on how to keep your family safe online, particularly when they
may be spending more time online during the COVID-19 pandemic. You might like to visit:
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/131/eSmart.
Do you have a concern?
If you have concerns about:
 Your child's wellbeing, email your child's classroom teacher and Peter Marco
(Assistant Principal). You can call Peter on 0456 429 161.
 The lessons or your child's learning, email your child's classroom teacher.
 Anything else, please email me (Donald Eddington).
Staff email contact list is available via: https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/163
Donald Eddington
Principal

Page 2

What is working well when learning from home?
Let’s learn from one another.
We would like you to share your tips and strategies for successful
remote learning with other families.
If you have suggestions (and possibly a photo to share of your
family learning at home), please email them to the school via:
william.ruthven.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Having a daily routine seems to keep her motivated .(Vanessa, Parent)
When he doesn’t understand something, or wants to do something, I adjust the tasks slightly to suit him and
his needs. As hard as remote learning can be at times, I take a deep breath and we figure it out as a family.
(Sarah, Parent)
The main thing that works for us is the fact that I pack lunchboxes
for the kids as if they are going to school, so that there is no need
for them to keep going to the fridge and this works so well!
We aim to work to a school timetable and we try to start as soon
as the activities are posted by the teachers. This helps us to keep
to a routine of sorts. But we’re also flexible when things get a bit
too much. We prioritise reading, writing, maths and PE and all
other activities are a bonus. We take breaks in between activities
to rest the eyes and minds.
My oldest child works in a different area to his sisters. We go
through his tasks first, check if he needs any additional
explanation and then he’s good to go. With the two younger ones, we read and watch tasks together but
then work independently. This way if I need to explain something, I can do it ‘once’. They also bounce ideas
off each other.
Usually, my oldest child finishes earlier than his sisters and where possible, I get him to help them if they’re
stuck or need some additional explaining. He does a better job of ‘teaching’ than I do and he’s got more
patience. I also pick his brain when the girls don’t get what I’m saying. (Dianna, Parent)
He starts his day by having a breakfast at 8:30 am, then he logs into the
SeeSaw app and follows the timetable you previously provided to run through
the tasks and activities provided by his teacher. We listen to the audios and
watch the videos together, and I allow him some time to conclude the tasks,
after which I do a quick check to ensure completeness of his tasks.
We have arranged for a nice quiet corner in his room to study, and he feels like
he finally has his own office to work from. Following this daily procedure takes
less than three consecutive hours in remote learning, which allows for ‘free-oftasks’ for the rest of day hours. (Dua, Parent)

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

