WILLIAM RUTHVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Important Dates



  



Issue 14: 09 September 2020

SEPTEMBER
14

Multicultural /
Italian Day

17

Prospective
parent info
evening

18

Term 3 ends
2:30 pm finish

OCTOBER
05

Term 4
begins

07

2021 Prep
info evening

12

Prep - Year 2
back on site

19

School
Council mtg

23

Footy day:
Special event

NOVEMBER
16

School
Council mtg

2020 Term dates

Term 3
13 Jul - 18 Sep

Term 4
5 Oct - 18 Dec

    

Principal’s message

RESPECT

•

CONFIDENCE

•

COMPASSION

I hope that all dads, care-givers, uncles, grandfathers and other special
persons were still able to connect with their family — near and far — on
Fathers’ Day. I hope that all our ‘dads’ had a happy day on Sunday.

Term 3 and 4 arrangements
Subject to the advice of Victoria's Chief Health Officer:
• Remote learning will continue for all students for the remainder of term 3.
• Remote learning will continue for all students for Week 1 of term 4 (5 – 9 October).
• Prep – Year 2 will return to on-site schooling from Week 2 of term 4 (from 12 October).
• Remote and flexible learning will continue for Year 3 – 6 students. A date for the return
of these year levels to face-to-face learning will be subject to further health advice.
As I mentioned in my email to the community, I would like to sincerely
thank everyone for the positivity and continued focus on your children/
our students. I cannot express how proud I have been of our students
and staff. They have consistently modelled school values, supporting
each other and continuing to work through this time with an open mind.
The support of our parents and carers has simply been amazing and I
thank you for your continued support, effort and commitment.
Even more ideas for supporting home learning
You can help your child to take responsibility for their learning by supporting them to:
• Check SeeSaw each day for announcements, learning tasks and feedback.
• Log in for WebEx Reading, WebEx Reading intervention and WebEx Class meetings.
• Do their best work by completing tasks with integrity.
• Meet due dates for ‘must upload’ tasks.
• Communicate with teachers and tell them if they have any concerns/issues.
Multicultural Monday
We are having Multicultural Monday on Monday, 14 September. This day celebrates
cultural diversity and understanding. It is a day for families to celebrate their unique
cultural heritage. The day also provides some fun ways for students to learn about other
cultures at our school and from around the world.

All students must upload evidence of completing one (1) Multicultural Monday task. This
upload will be used to indicate their attendance. Students who do not upload evidence of
task completion will be marked absent. There will be no WebEx Reading, WebEx Reading
intervention, WebEx Class meetings or phone calls home on this day.
School photographs
We are unable to hold ‘official’ school photographs this year due to the uncertainty of the
coronavirus. We will take our own whole class photographs next term to send to families.

Movie pass winners

Andronikos (1/2B), Luke (3/4B) and Patrick (5/6A) are recognised for
their remote learning in August. These students have had great ‘remote
attendance’, logged in to their WebEx reading sessions, completed
reading, writing and maths tasks each day and uploaded their ‘must
complete’ tasks. Their names were randomly selected from a group of
students who met this criteria. We will have another draw in September.
Donald Eddington
Principal
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28 August

4 September

Prep A

BJ

Faris

1/2A

Zayaan

Hope

1/2B

Kai

Chloe

2/3A

Jacob

Asees

3/4A

Matilda

Iman

3/4B

Adele

Jodee

4/5A

Melinda

Ava

5/6A

Aiden

Shakayla

5/6B

Damian

Nicolai

Google Translate
To support parents and carers (for whom English is not their first language), a number of important emails/
Skoolbag posts have a link to our website. These website pages have Google Translate so you can choose
the language that you prefer. This means everyone has access to health and student learning information.
Summary of information that has been emailed and posted:
• WRPS uniform survey (1 September)
• Replacement of prep teacher, Lauren Nanni (2 September)
• Free resources to build resilient families (3 September)
• Term 3 and 4 arrangements (7 September)
A summary of COVID-19 and remote learning related communication is located on our school’s website.

Check us out!
Have you watched our short promotional video and viewed our virtual school map?

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the Skool Bag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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Building and sustaining wellbeing
Wellbeing comes from:
 understanding and managing emotions
 having good relationships
 experiencing a sense of accomplishment
 using strengths
 taking part in healthy activities, getting lots of sleep and eating well.
There are many things you can do at home to help build and sustain your child’s wellbeing.
Praise, encouragement and positive attention
Praise helps your child feel good about themselves, which boosts self-esteem and
confidence. It can also encourage good behaviour. You can:
 give your child attention (e.g., do an activity together)
 praise your child for their strengths
 let your child know you are proud of them
 give your child praise when they behave in ways that you want to encourage.
Positive self-talk
Positive self-talk is when we say positive things to ourselves. It has an impact on how we
feel and what we do. When you hear them speaking in ways that are unkind, you can:
 bring it to their attention
 ask them if what they are saying is true
 get them to think of a more helpful thought
 remind your child of their strengths and accomplishments
 encourage them to ‘speak’ to themselves the way they would speak to a best friend.
Maintain good relationships
A positive relationship with your child is critical to supporting wellbeing.
You can:
 share family memories and stories
 try to eat a meal together each night
 establish and maintain family rituals and routines
 help your child stay connected to their friends.
Practise kindness and gratitude
Gratitude is about taking some time to recognise and celebrate the people and things we love and are
thankful for. Being grateful can have a big impact on wellbeing as it strengthens relationships and makes
us more optimistic. You can help your child practice gratitude by talking to them about:
 things that make them happy
 things that inspire them
 experiences and thoughts they would like more of
 helping them notice small pleasures like a cool breeze or a warm smile.

Last week, Mr Eddington was in New York.
This week, Mr Eddington is in Washington DC.
Tune in to next week’s assembly for another
chance to go in to the draw to win a $30 Hoyts
pass. This prize will be drawn at the end of term.
Good luck and keep trying.

Page 4

4/5A remote learning tasks

This is a snapshot of some of the remote learning tasks across a variety of curriculum areas that the
students in grade 4/5 A have participated in.

Dante
Eshaal

Ashley
Melinda

Abdul

Aleta

Kayan
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Persuasive Writing 5/6A & 5/6B
Playing Sport is Better than Playing Video Games
In persuasive writing, we have been learning how to write anecdotes to support our argument.
Anecdotes are short accounts of real events told in the form of a very brief story. Their purpose is to
create an emotional or sympathetic response to convince the reader of our point of view. To write our
anecdotes, we found a point that needed elaborating and then created a story, based on our own
experiences, to add more detail and demonstrate our point. Here are a few examples of our writing .

~ Malan

