
 

Our vision, values and culture 
Our vision is to develop literate, numerate and curious  
learners who are empowered and ready for each stage of their 
learning. We seek to instil personal and collective responsibility 
via our school values of respect, compassion and confidence. 
 

We have high expectations for ourselves and our students. Through a safe and orderly 
environment, we are committed to developing happy and confident learners who aspire to 
do their best. English (reading and writing) and mathematics are at the core of our 
school’s teaching and learning program. Our approaches to teaching and learning enable 
us to tailor programs to how your child learns best. 
 

We see education as a joint partnership between home and the school. By working  
together, we can give your child the best opportunity to flourish academically, physically, 
socially and emotionally. We welcome and encourage you to ask about your child's  
progress, and we can provide suggestions about how you can help your child at home. 
 

Student leaders 
Our student leaders are positive role models for other children at our school. They also 
provide a voice for the students regarding matters that affect them. The leaders attend 
meetings, report back to their classmates, and implement initiatives which raise student 
awareness of programs that make a positive difference in the lives of others. 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

Privacy collection statement 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent  
personal information for standard school functions, or where permitted 
by law, as stated in the Department’s Schools’ Privacy Policy. This  
information is available in nine community languages: 

 
 
 
 

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection statement, which is located 
on our website: Privacy Information for Parents and Carers. 
 

Do we have your most up-to-date emergency contact details? 
Your emergency contact details were posted home for checking and correction. Please 
ensure that as these details are returned to the office no later than Friday, 12 March.  
 

Principal awards 
Each Friday, I am delighted to have a visit from students, one per grade, 
where they talk to me about their learning. Students are then given a gold 
Principal’s award sticker in recognition of their hard work and effort. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 1 

28 Jan - 01 April 

 

Term 2 

19 Apr - 25 June 

 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 

 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

March 2021 

10 Preps begin 
Wednesdays 

16 Canteen 
closed 

19 National Ride 
to School Day 

APRIL 2021 

01 End of term 
2:30 pm 

19 Term 2  
begins 

21 School  
photographs 

May 2021 

11 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

12 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

13 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

June 2021 

09 Yr 5 & 6 
camp begins 

11 Yr 5 & 6 
camp ends 

17 Reports go 
home 

Pupil-free days 

Each year schools 

receive four pupil-

free days. 

 

• Wed 27 January 

• Tues 9 March 

• Thur 24 June 

• Mon 1 November 

• Amharic  

• Arabic 

• Dari    

• Mandarin  

• Somali      

• Sudanese 

• Turkish       

• Urdu 

• Vietnamese 

School captains  Junior School Council representatives 

• Amina 

• Malan 

• Dean 

• Patrick 
 

• Ava (1/2A) 

• Holly (2/3A) 

• Maya (5/6A) 

• Kristian (1/2B) 

• Matilda (3/4A) 

• Abdul (5/6B) 

 

• Mia (3/4B) 

• Charlotte (5/6C) 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/privacy_information__collection_statement.docx
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 26 February 5 March 

Prep James Reign 

1/2A Isabella  Edina 

1/2B Alyssa Jayson 

2/3A Nihal Scarlett 

3/4A Dylan S Yvonne 

3/4B Tyler Raneem 

5/6A Izzy Frankie 

5/6B Emily Dante 

5/6C Angus Sara 

 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

  To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

  williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

  Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

2021 School Council Election results 
 

Congratulations to the following members of our community who  
will be joining/re-joining the new School Council on 19 April 2021: 

• Elena Dagis: Parent representative (2021 − 2023) 

• Melinda Spiteri: Parent representative (2021 − 2023) 

• Tamara Jimenez: Parent representative (2021 − 2023) 

• Peter Marco: DET representative (2021 − 2023) 
 

Elena, Melinda, Tamara and Peter will join:  

• Christine Crosta: Parent representative (2020 − 2022) 

• Robin Shepherd: Parent representative (2020 − 2022) 

• Wei Fang Liu: Parent representative (2020 − 2022) 

• Erika Bennet: DET representative (2020 − 2022)  

• Donald Eddington: DET representative (2020 − )  
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal and Executive Officer 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
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William Ruthven Primary School: A case study 

Graham Stevenson (Senior Education Improvement Leader)  
has recommended our school to be a DET case study. He  
believes, and I agree, that we have everything in place for our 
school’s improvement journey. 
 

Teachers are in the process of implementing our school’s new 
instruction model. The model supports consistency across the 
school and aids teachers with the pacing of their lessons.  
The model focuses on whole-class explicit teaching and then 
small-group targeted teaching (with feedback) and independent 
practise. Each lesson concludes with a reflection on learning. 
 

Our targeted teaching uses assessment data and ensures  
that students are being taught at their point of need. Erika  
Bennet (Data Leader) has developed a centralised ‘student  
tracker’ for classroom teachers to record and track student  
reading and mathematics performance over time.  
 

Student reading is assessed one-on-one with each student every 
five weeks, and at the beginning and end of number-based units 
of work in mathematics. 
 

At the end of each term, reading, writing and mathematics goals 
for each student will be sent home. These learning goals are  
developed in collaboration with students. They will include  
suggestions for how parents/carers can assist at home with the 
achievement of the learning goals. 
 

Bridget Gibson (Literacy Learning Specialist) and Amy Buckley (Numeracy Learning Specialist) support the 
collaborative planning of evidenced-based teaching and learning with each team. In addition, they are  
implementing coaching and mentoring cycles with classroom teachers. Our year 3 – 6 teachers also have  
access to the Department’s Teaching Partners to support planning, coaching and mentoring in reading. 
 

Donald Eddington 
Principal 

A reminder about wearing our school uniform 
William Ruthven Primary School has a compulsory school uniform. However, we understand that it may not 
always be possible to send your child with their school jumper, polo shirt or pants. On these occasions, we 
ask that you try to send your child in school colours (sky or light blue polo top and navy blue shorts/pants 
and jumper) and send a note to your child’s teacher explaining the reason why your child is not in uniform. 
 

Second-hand school uniforms 
We accept second-hand uniforms that can be passed onto other families at no cost. We are ask that the 
donated uniforms are in good condition and have been washed prior to donation  

Story time at William Ruthven Primary School 
Come along with your child to hear some of our favourite picture books and participate in rhyme time. 
 
Reading, talking, sharing stories and singing can help your child to develop their curiosity, imagination 
and communication skills. Story time can also help your child to get to know sounds, words and  
language, as well as develop early literacy skills. 
 
When:  Each Friday 9:00 am – 9:50 am (Beginning Friday, 23 April) 
 
Where:  Room 2 
 
Who:  All children 0 – 5 years are welcome to attend with a parent/carer. 
 

Bridget Gibson 
Literacy Learning Specialist 



 
 2/3A, 3/4A and 3/4B work 
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In 2/3A, we have been exploring characters. We have been creating character profiles that show our 
use of descriptive language. For each character we thought about what they look like, what they sound 
like and what their personality traits might be. 
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 2/3A, 3/4A and 3/4B work 



 
 2/3A, 3/4A and 3/4B work 
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Over the past two weeks, students in 3/4A have been learning to gain confidence in reading to an  
audience. They have been reading funny stories and sharing their narratives that they have been  
working on – with a focus on descriptive language.  



 
 2/3A, 3/4A and 3/4B work 

In 3/4B we have been focusing on our narrative writing. We have been adding more detail to the  
characters and settings by describing how a character may change throughout a story and how they are 
feeling in different parts. In these writing pieces we chose our favourite ‘snapshot’ to share with our  
audience. 
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 Purchasing school uniforms 
 

The price list and other information about our school’s uniform is located on our website at: 
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/92/School-uniform 
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GG! (Good Game) is a free after school club that connects young gamers between the age of 
12 - 17 to their local gaming community, in a friendly and supportive space. 
  
With an ever changing selection of fun multiplayer online games including Minecraft, Jack-
box.tv and One night a Werewolf, we're always open to new suggestions. We'll make use of 
the giant projector screen, 8 player Nintendo switch, ps4, board games, arcade table top  
machine, bean bags, foos ball table and all around great vibes. 
  
Running every Thursday in term 1. Drop in from 4:00 – 6.00 pm, The Hub @ Northland. 
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 OSH Club Newsletter  
                 

As we head into the final weeks of the term, we reflect on all the great things we have achieved. 
We have started two new clubs: Gardening Club and Mini Artists Club. We have welcomed new 
members and formed new and stronger friendships. And of course, we have been trying new foods 
including the watermelon pizza!  

Sandra and Laura have added in daily group games so that students learn to interact positively 
with their peers and feel connected as a network. We use an app called Moovosity to encourage us 
to move! 

For the next two weeks we are focusing on how to build a strong  
network and we will do this through working in our clubs, playing in  
different teams and with a few ice-breaker activities.  

In the second week we will focus on practising patience by learning new 
rules by playing board games like Trouble and Chess and new 
Moovosity games.  

We are so glad that new students and their families have joined our  
service and would love to see new faces. Please feel free to contact me, 
Laura, with any questions you may have and hopefully we see you in Term 2! 

DAY 
Week beginning 15 March  

Theme: Build a strong network 
 Week beginning 22 March 

Theme: Developing patience 

MONDAY Mini Artists Club: Paper plate rainbow fish 
Moovosity: Batter up 

Ice-breaker: Two truths and a lie 

Mini Artists Club: Paper lightening/rainbow cloud 
Moovosity: Knock ‘em down 

 

TUESDAY Mini Artists Club: Paper roll dragon craft 
Moovosity: Points in time 

Ice-breaker: All about me cube 

Trouble board game 
Chess board game 

WEDNESDAY Gardening Club: Planting our seedlings 
Moovosity: Funnel of doom 

Mini Artists Club: Clothespin dragonflies 
Gardening Club: Tending to the garden 

THURSDAY Chess: Official rules 
Kids Choice: Group game 

Moovosity: Funnel of doom 
Mini Artists: Egg carton turtles 

FRIDAY Science Podcast: Brains on! 
Friday free play 

Wildlife observing  
Moovosity: In the hoop 

Menu: 
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) accompanied by the 
special of the day. 

Bookings and Cancellations 
Bookings can be made online at any time up to 24 hours before the sessions commences (for example, you need after 
care on Friday afternoon, your booking will need to be completed online by no later than 3pm on Thursday.) To make a 
booking after this time, please contact the service directly on  0478 100 412. Late bookings will incur an addition $4.00 
fee. To avoid any out of pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance. Cancellations within 
this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS.  
 

Late Pick Up: A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time. 
 

No Show: An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any bookings where no cancellation is provided.  

Program Times Full Fee Fee After 85% CCS* 

After School Care 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm $28.00 $5.39 

Fees and hours of operation as at term 1, 2020 and may be subject to change/ *Child Care Subsidy can provide up to 85% off your child’s care fees.  

Contact Information 
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412         
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
Program Coordinator: Laura  
Program Assistant: Sandra  

All families must be enrolled with OSHClub to attend the 
program. Creating an account is free. Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/

