
 

 

Child safety and wellbeing: Information for families and the school community 
The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen 
child safety across organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the  
critical importance of families and the broader school community in maintaining and  
promoting child safety and wellbeing.  
 

William Ruthven Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and 
procedures to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. These are  
available on our website: williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safety-Standards. 
 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and  
wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school community on 
ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  
 

Although the official consultation process concluded on 15 July, if you have suggestions, 
comments or questions about our child safety policies and procedures, please contact me 
by email at donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au or by phone on 9460 1668. 
 

Please see pages 5 - 9 to view a summary of Child Safe policies and procedures. 
 

Professional Practice Day (9 September) 
For Semester 2, 2022, the Department of Education and Training has provided schools 
with the option to hold each teacher’s allocated Professional Practice Day (PPD) on the 
same day for all staff. This is to enable the most effective and efficient use of this day. 
PPDs are part of teachers' industrial agreement. Students will not be required to attend 
school on Friday, 9 September as we have scheduled our staff’s PPD on this day.  
 

Personal property 
We understand that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of personal 
property to school. The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance 
for personal property of staff, students and visitors. The school does not take responsibility 
for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school/during school  
activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility of the owner 
of that property. We encourage staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or 
to obtain appropriate insurance for items. Please refer to our Personal Property Policy. 
 

Student medical expenses 
Parents/carers are liable for all medical expenses incurred as a result 
of a student’s injury or medical need, including transport costs such as 
ambulance costs (this may include an air ambulance should that be 
considered necessary). 
 

William Ruthven Primary School advises parents/carers that they are responsible for any 
medical expenses (including ambulance costs) incurred if their child is injured or requires 
medical treatment or an ambulance while at school, or participating in a school activity. 
Parents/carers may not be called if an ambulance is required, until after an ambulance is 
called, depending on the situation. Parents/carers are encouraged to have up-to-date  
ambulance cover and medical insurance. Please refer to our Insurance Policy. 
 

Please see page 2 for more of the Principal’s message. 
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Important Dates 

2022 Term dates 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

Pupil-free days 

Term 4 

Mon 31 Oct 

July 2022 

19 Year 4-6  
Police cyber 
safety session 

25 Year 5-6 
Express  
Yourself  
workshop 

  

August 2022 

01 Prep - Year 6 
Science  
workshop 

03 Krispy Kreme 
orders due 

03 Australian 
Mathematics 
Competition 

04 Step into Prep: 
Library  
(3:30 - 4:30 pm) 

11 Step into Prep: 
Teddy picnic  
(3:30 - 4:30 pm) 

15 School Council 
mtg (5:30 pm) 

18 Step into Prep: 
Robotics 
(3:30 - 4:30 pm) 

22 Book Week 
activities 

25 Step into Prep: 
Music 
(3:30 - 4:30 pm) 

26 Book Week 
parade 

27 Trivia Night 
(6:00 - 9:00 pm)  

29 Prep - Year 4  
Metro trains 
visit 

  

September 2022 

02 Fathers’ Day 
stall 

05 Year 1-2 MCG 
& Sports  
Museum visit 

William Ruthven Primary School acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
learn, work and play. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  

As a Safe School, William Ruthven Primary School also fosters a safe environment that is supportive 
and inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ+) students.  

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/news/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children/
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safety-Standards
mailto:donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/348
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/352


 

 
Please note: 
It is mandatory for schools to 
call parents/carers when a 
child is absent from school. 
So if your child is away, and 
you have not told us, you will 
receive a text or call from the 
school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 
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Supervision of students 
Student safety at William Ruthven Primary School is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate  
supervision of students is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty is ensuring 
parents and students are aware of our student supervision arrangements before and after school.  

• Before school: School grounds are supervised from 8:40 am. 

• After school: School grounds are supervised until 3:10 pm. 
 

Students on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised unless they are attending the OSH 
Club (after school care program) or a supervised extra-curricular activity. 
 

Parents/carers are requested to ensure that students do not attend school outside of these supervised times 
unless they are attending after school care, or a pre-arranged supervised extra-curricular activity.  
 

Families are encouraged to contact OSH Club on 0478 100 412 for information about the after school care 
facilities available to our school community. Please also refer to our school’s OSH Club webpage. 
 

Our school’s Yard Duty and Supervision Policy details the student supervision arrangements across the 
school day, including before and after school. 

 
Personal mobile phone use 
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones — Student Use Policy, personal mobile phones must 
not be used at during school hours, including lunchtime and recess. Mobile phones and other personal  
mobile devices (such as smart watches) owned by students are considered valuable items and are brought 
to school at the owner’s risk. Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone or other personal mobile 
devices to school unless there is a compelling reason to do so. At William Ruthven Primary School students 
are required to hand their phones into the school administration office to be placed in a lockable cupboard 
during school hours. Please refer to our Mobile Phone And Other Personal Mobile Device Policy. 
 
Cyber Safety 
Next week, Libby West, Victoria Police Youth Resource Officer, will present a 
cyber safety session to Years 4 - 6 students. To learn about ways to keep your 
child cyber safe at home, please see the resources on our school’s website: 
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/131/Cyber-safety.  
 

In particular, you might be interested in looking at the quick guides for popular 
social media sites. Find out how to protect your child's privacy and how to report 
cyberbullying or abuse. 
• Is my child old enough for Facebook? 
• Is my child old enough for Instagram? 
• Is my child old enough for Snapchat? 
• Is my child old enough for Tumblr? 
• Is my child old enough for Twitter? 
• Is my child old enough for QOOH? 
• Is my child old enough for Minecraft? 
• Is Ask.fm safe for my child? 
 

Please see page 3 for more of the Principal’s message. 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/vic/william-ruthven-primary-school
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/admin/page/edit/322
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-using-mobile-phones/policy
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/350
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/131/Cyber-safety
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_facebook.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_instagram.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_snapchat.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_tumblr.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_twitter.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_qooh.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/is_my_child_old_enough_for_minecraft.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/ask.fm_get_the_answers.pdf


 
Homework 
Our Homework Policy outlines the Department’s and the school’s policy requirements relating to homework. 
In addition to nightly reading (Prep - Year 6) and practising basic number facts (Years 1 - 6), there are  
optional, independent homework tasks that parents/carers can assign and supervise. For example: 
• Completing imaginative alternatives to book reports such as book report ideas from the National Council 

of Teachers of English 
• Engaging in consolidation and extension exercises for mathematics such as tasks from the nRich website 
• Undertaking science investigation exercises such as investigations from the Milwaukee with kids website 
• Making or design an artwork such as art projects from the Teach beside me website. 
• Practising and playing musical instruments 
• Practising sports skills 
• Researching topics associated with set class work and completing a project 
• Applying new skills to home context such as: 

• planning and cooking food, including following a recipe 
• helping to plan a day trip or holiday, including timings, directions and costs 
• growing plants. 

 
Year 5 and 6 Camp expression of interest and deposit 
A three-day city camp has been booked for 26, 27 and 28 October. The cost is 
$375 per student. A non-refundable $50.00 deposit is due by Friday, 29 July. 
Finalised payments for the camp are due by 2:30 pm on Friday, 16 September. 
For more information, please see Suzie Nackovski (Camp coordinator). 
 
Step into Prep program 
Our Step into Prep program resumes on Thursday, 4 August. It continues each Thursday throughout August. 
For information please, see: williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/287/Step-Into-Prep. To book a place for your 3 
or 4-year old, please call us on 9460 1668. 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to the following parents/carers who counted money for the Pizza 
Hut special lunch: Diana Spadoni, Jugraj Joshi, Milyuki Williams, Nicole  
Davies, Sharon Hitchman and Tamara Jimenez. Thanks also to Diana  
Spadoni and Melinda Spiteri who, together with our School and House  
Captains (Aleta, Alyssa, Charlotte, Eli, Emily, Jodee, Katia and Nicholas),  
distributed the pizzas. We raised $510.00 through the special lunch. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Variety Bikes for Kids 
We are excited to announce that students in Years 3-6 are invited to apply for the Variety Bikes for Kids  
program this year. This program provides a free bike, helmet and lock for eligible children.  
 
The eligibility criteria is: 
• Parent/Carer has a Health Care Card 
• Child does not have a bike already 
• Child has high level of school attendance 
• Child is in Year 3-6. 
 
Parents/Carers need to complete the application form online by Tuesday, 9 August:  
https://variety.smartygrants.com.au/2022VarietyB4K  
 
Families will be contacted by Variety if they are successful in their application.  
 
If you need help to complete the application (for example, due to internet ac-
cess or language) please email me or leave a message at the school office. 
 
Regards 
 
Erika Bennet, Active Travel coordinator 
Erika.bennet@education.vic.gov.au 
9460 1668  

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/351
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/fifty_alternatives_to_the_book_report.pdf
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/fifty_alternatives_to_the_book_report.pdf
https://nrich.maths.org/9084
https://www.mkewithkids.com/post/here-are-two-weeks-worth-of-fun-and-easy-science-experiments
https://teachbesideme.com/100-fine-art-projects-inspired
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/287/Step-Into-Prep
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvariety.smartygrants.com.au%2F2022VarietyB4K&data=05%7C01%7CErika.Bennet%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cea39bc04f2d44612c62908da68a631e9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63793736025639048
mailto:Erika.bennet@education.vic.gov.au


 

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation to our child safe policies and practices,  
please contact the Principal, Donald Eddington via email, donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au.  

 
 
 
 

 For the week ending 24 June 

Prep Mason For sharing his fantastic number and word knowledge with his peers. 

12A 
 

Muhammad Ali For fantastic effort at segmenting and blending words in writing. 

12B 
 

Hashem For approaching his learning with enthusiasm.  

34A 
 

Isabella For doing an incredible job learning her addition facts. 

34B 
 

Suave For showing effort and creativity in his writing.  

56A 
 

Poppy For writing an amazing information report about her chosen topic.  

56B 
 

Ahmed For developing a more positive attitude towards his work. 

56C 
 

Heidi For always having a great attitude towards learning. 

 For the week ending 15 July 

Prep 

 

Anna For independently writing a fantastic sentence in response to the book ‘Go Home, 
Cheeky Animals!’ 

12A 
 

Tyson L For great effort in his tutor reading group. 

12B 
 

Milena  For showing determination during writing lessons and for applying the strategy of 
up-skilling.   

34A 
 

Tabitha For always having a positive attitude towards her learning. 

34B 
 

Ethan For working hard and showing great focus in maths.  

56A 
 

Eva For doing a great job working out division problems using the chipping away  
method in maths.  

56B 
 

Charlotte For always approaching her learning tasks with a positive attitude and for being a 
very helpful and supportive class member.  

56C 
 

Marcus For a positive start to the term. 
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In literacy, Preps are consolidating the link between letters and the sounds they represent. Every day we 
revisit previous learning and practice and apply new skills. We are learning to put sounds together to read 
words (decode) and to listen for the sounds in words so that we can spell them (encode). We love using our 
mini whiteboards to write letters, words and sentences. 

Prep student work 
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In numeracy, Preps are learning to count with understanding – up to 100! We have been using ten-frames 
to help us organise quantities and to keep track of what has been counted. We are learning that every time 
there is ten of something we regroup and rename. For example, when we have four ten frames filled, we 
have 4 tens which we can rename as 40.  

Prep student work 

Each Friday after 
lunch, we run  
P-4 clubs. 
 

Last Friday, the  
Gardening Club  
picked up rubbish 
along the school’s 
embankments. 
 

We are always looking 
for parents and carers 
to help out during the 
gardening club. 
 

If you are able to help, 
have a Working With 
Children Check and 
have completed the 
Child safe training,  
we would love to hear 
from you. 

Gardening Club 
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Shade sails 
We have received an update from the Victorian 
Schools Building Authority (VSBA) about the  
shade sail structure that covers the Prep - Year 2  
playground. 
 

The VSBA's vendor has advised that it may take 12 
to 18 weeks to get this project underway, due to little 
available materials and high demand. The estimated 
duration of works is 1-2 weeks. 
 

As previously advised on SkoolBag, the cost of 
these works are estimated to be $65,108.94 (ex 
GST). The Department will not cover the cost of re-
placing the shade sail. We are hoping to recover 
some of the cost through an insurance claim. 
 
Energy saving lights 
Over the holidays, more energy-saving 
lights were installed in classrooms. These 
new lights were installed at no cost to the 
school. 
 
External toilets upgrade 
This term, the external toilets have had an 
upgrade. The toilet doors and walls have 
been extended to increase student’s privacy 
when using the toilets. The toilets have also 
been re-painted to match the colour scheme 
in the school’s internal toilets. In addition, 
new energy saving lighting has also been 
installed. 
 

Early feedback from students is that they 
are very pleased with the upgrade. 
 

Buildings and Grounds update 

Krispy Kreme Orders 
Please help us to raise some dough!  Simply fill in the order form (a hard copy was 
sent home with the eldest child in each family and posted to SkoolBag) and select 
how many, and which dozens, you would like to order. 

Please bring your order form together with your exact cash payment back to school 
NO LATER than 8:50 am on Wednesday, 3 August. Late orders cannot be accepted. 

Remember to ask family members and friends as these sales will go towards helping 
our school. 

Orders will be delivered to the school on Thursday, 25 August. 

Thank you 

Diana Spadoni 
Special Events/Fundraising Subcommittee Chair 

Trivia Night: Saturday, 27 August (6:00 pm - 9:00 pm) 
Come along with your family and friends to our trivia night on Saturday, 27 August. The 
event will be hosted at school and the cost is $10.00 per person. More details will be 
published soon. For now, please save the date. 

Thank you 

Diana Spadoni 
Special Events/Fundraising Subcommittee Chair 



 

Community Understanding and Safety (CUS) training 
William Ruthven Primary School William Ruthven Primary School ensures that its staff provide a cultural 
safe and inclusive learning and playing environment for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. 
 

In 2019, Sonja Foster (Koorie Engagement Support Officer) and her team provided Community  
Understanding and Safety (CUS) training to staff. The training involved deepening teachers’ understanding 
of indigenous culture, the importance of equity and inclusion in educational practice, and what schools can 
do to provide a culturally safe learning environment for Koori students. 
 

On 19 July, Zoe Upton (Koorie Engagement Coordinator) provided re-fresher CUS training to all staff as part 
of our commitment to Child Safe Standard 1: Establishing a culturally safe environment in which the diverse 
and unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children and young people are respected and valued. 

Child Safe training for volunteers 
The "Child Safety training for volunteers" is to ensure volunteers at our school are familiar with our policies 
and procedures relating to child safety and understand the important role they play in maintaining and pro-
moting the safety of our students. 
  

Volunteering at our school includes classroom helpers, parents/carers attending excursions, camps and  
Friday Clubs (such as the Gardening Club) and selling goods at the Mothers' and Fathers' Day stalls. 
 

Volunteers must read the suite of policies and procedures in the links below, and complete the annual  
training session, before commencing work where children are likely to be present. 
• Volunteers Policy 
• Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy 
• Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures 
• Child Safety Code of Conduct 
• PROTECT: Four Critical Actions for Schools – Responding to incidents, disclosures and suspicions of 

child abuse 
• PROTECT: Identify child abuse 
  
Term 3 Annual Child Safe training 
The training session for volunteers runs for approximately 50 minutes. 
• Friday, 22 July (9:00 am): In the staff room and WebEx: https://eduvic.webex.com/join/gibson.bridget.e 
• Tuesday, 26 July (9:00 am): In the staff room and WebEx: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/buckley.amy.a  
• Wednesday, 27 July (6:00 pm): In the staff room and via WebEx: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/

eddington.donald.f 
  
In addition to having a Working with Children Check (WWCC), parents and carers who have not completed 
the documentation will not be able to volunteer at our school after Friday, 29 July. Volunteers will need to 
sign a document to say that they have read our school's Child Safe policies and completed the training.  

Child Safe Standards 
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au%2Fpage%2F310&data=05%7C01%7CDonald.Eddington%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70e0db5333a74537437908da66156056%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6379345392549
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/childprotection/Pages/report.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/childprotection/Pages/report.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/childprotection/Pages/identify.aspx
https://eduvic.webex.com/join/gibson.bridget.e
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/buckley.amy.a
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f


 

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe School. We have a firm  
commitment to uphold the Child Safe Standards and to embed a culture of 
child safety. Strategies that seek to prevent harm and neglect (including 
physical, sexual, emotional, racial and cultural or religious abuse) all  
contribute to a child safe culture. It is therefore critical that child safety is part 
of the everyday thinking and practice of all within the school community. 
 

Protecting the safety and wellbeing of children enrolled at our school is our 
highest priority.  Families put their trust in the staff, volunteers and external 
providers to keep their children safe as they learn and play. We know  
students learn best when they feel they are in a safe and supportive  
environment. 
  

Meeting the Standards is about considering the needs of all children,  
particularly those who may be vulnerable due to age, family circumstances, 
abilities, or indigenous, cultural or linguistic backgrounds. All members of our 
community share the responsibility for keeping our students safe so if you 
have concerns for a child’s safety you must take action. 
 

Our child safety and wellbeing policies outline the measures and strategies we have in place to support,  
promote and maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students. 
 

As valuable partners in promoting and maintaining child safety and wellbeing at William Ruthven Primary 
School, we welcome and encourage your feedback.   
 

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation to our child safe policies and practices, 
please contact the Principal, Donald Eddington via email, Donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au.  
 

Child Safe Standards 

Standard Description Policies and resources Consultation 

Child Safe Standard 1: 
Establish a culturally safe 
environment in which the 
diverse and unique  
identities and  
experiences of Aboriginal 
children and young  
people are respected and 
valued. 

This standard requires 
schools to make sure  
Aboriginal children and 
young people feel safe. 
  
The term ‘Aboriginal’  
includes Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. It is important to 
be respectful of how  
individual children,  
students, their families 
and community refer to 
themselves, and use  
appropriate language. 
  
Cultural safety includes 
being provided with a 
safe, nurturing and  
positive environment 
where Aboriginal children: 
• feel comfortable being 

themselves 
• feel comfortable  

expressing their  
culture, including their 
spiritual and belief  
systems 

• are supported by  
carers who respect 
their Aboriginality and 
encourage their sense 
of self and identity. 

School policies: 
• Student Wellbeing and 

Engagement Policy 

• Aboriginal Learning, 
Wellbeing and Safety 
Action Plan  

• Bullying Prevention 
Policy 

• Inclusion and Diversity 
Policy 

 
Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Cultural Safety of Abo-

riginal Children (Tip 
Sheet) 

• Community Under-
standing and Safety 
(CUS) training 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
  
For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 
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 Standard Description Policies and resources Consultation 

Child Safe Standard 2: 
Ensure that child safety 
and wellbeing are  
embedded in school  
leadership, governance 
and culture. 

This standard emphasis-
es the vital role that 
school leaders and  
governing authorities 
have in establishing: 
• a culture where child 

abuse and harm is not 
tolerated 

• effective systems and 
processes to  
implement child safe 
policies and practices 
and manage child 
abuse risks. 

 

Schools must take  
deliberate steps to  
promote child safety and 
wellbeing and protect 
children by 
• embedding and  

promoting a child  
safety culture at all  
levels of the  
organisation 

• school leaders actively 
modelling such a  
culture 

• ensuring transparent 
governance. 

School policies: 
• Child Safety and Well-

being Policy 

• Code of Conduct 

• Volunteers Policy 

• Child Safety Risk Reg-
ister 

 
Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Records Management 

- School Records 

• Guidance for child 
safety champions 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 3: 
Children and young  
people are empowered 
about their rights,  
participate in decisions 
affecting them and are 
taken seriously. 

This standard supports 
schools to create a  
culture that values and 
promotes student  
participation. This  
includes: 
• informing students 

about their rights and 
responsibilities in an 
age-appropriate way 

• recognising the  
importance of  
friendships and peer 
support 

• enabling students to 
actively participate in 
creating a culture that 
is safe for them and 
their peers. 

School policies: 
• Child Safety and Well-

being Policy 

• Student Wellbeing and 
Engagement Policy 

• Complaints Policy 
 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Guidance for child 

safety champions 

• PROTECT: Identify 
child abuse 

• Empowerment and 
Participation of Chil-
dren (Tip Sheet) 

• Resilience Rights and 
Respectful Relation-
ship 

• Catching On Early 

• eSmart / Cyber safety 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 4: 
Families and  
communities are informed 
and involved in promoting 
child safety and  
wellbeing. 

This standard highlights 
the importance of an 
open and transparent 
child-safe culture for  
families and communities. 
  

Schools must provide 
families/communities with 
accessible information 
about their child safe  
policies and practices and 
involve them in their  
approach to child safety. 

School policies 
• Child Safety and Well-

being Policy 
 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 

• How to Keep Children 
Safe (Easy English) 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 
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 Standard Description Policies and resources Consultation 

Child Safe Standard 5: 
Equity is upheld and  
diverse needs are  
respected in policy and 
practice. 

This standard focuses on 
creating environments 
where all children and 
young people feel  
welcome. 
 

Equity is a state of  
fairness in which all  
children and young  
people can participate 
freely and equally in  
areas of life, regardless of 
their background,  
characteristics or beliefs. 
This means their safety is 
not dependent on their 
socio-economic, family or 
personal circumstances. 
 

As part of this standard, 
schools must: 
• recognise and respond 

to students’ diverse 
circumstances 

• understand that some 
students are at higher 
risk of harm than  
others 

• provide easy access to 
information 

• adjust procedures to 
respond to different 
needs 

• make sure complaints 
processes are child-
friendly, culturally safe 
and easy to  
understand. 

School policies: 
• Child Safety and Well-

being Policy 

• Student Wellbeing and 
Engagement Policy 

• Bullying Prevention 
Policy 

 
Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Safe Schools program 

• Safety of Children from 
Culturally & Linguisti-
cally Diverse Back-
grounds (Tip Sheet) 

• Safety of Children with 
a Disability (Tip Sheet) 

  

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 6: 
People working with  
children and young  
people are suitable and 
supported to reflect child 
safety and wellbeing  
values in practice. 

This standard focuses on 
ensuring that people who 
work with children and 
young people are suitable 
and supported to act in a 
child safe way. Schools 
should make child safety 
and wellbeing a key  
consideration when  
recruiting staff and  
volunteers. 
 

As part of this standard, 
schools must: 
• develop robust  

procedures to ensure 
only suitable people 
work with children 

• supervise staff and 
volunteers to ensure 
they prioritise the  
safety of children 

• support staff and  
volunteers to  
understand their  
responsibilities. 

School policies: 

• Child Safety and Well-
being Policy 

• Volunteers Policy 

• Visitors Policy 
 
Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Suitability for Employ-

ment Checks 

• Recruitment in Schools 

• Visitors in Schools 

• Volunteers in Schools 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 
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 Standard Description Policies and resources Consultation 

Child Safe Standard 7: 
Ensure that processes for 
complaints and concerns 
are child focused. 

This standard focuses on 
ensuring that schools 
have complaints  
processes that are child-
focused, culturally safe 
and accessible to  
everyone. 
 

Schools must have  
policies, procedures and 
practices to 

• have a complaints  
handling process  
focused on students 
and their safety needs 

• take complaints and 
concerns seriously 

• respond promptly and 
thoroughly 

• identify and respond to 
all forms of child abuse 

• report child abuse to 
relevant authorities, 
whether or not there is 
a legal obligation to 
report it. 

School policies: 

• Complaints Policy 

• Child Safety Respond-
ing and Reporting Obli-
gations Policy and Pro-
cedures 

• Child Safety and Well-
being Policy 

 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• PROTECT Identifying 

and responding to all 
forms of abuse in Vic-
torian Schools 

• PROTECT Identify 
child abuse 

• PROTECT Identify and 
respond to student 
sexual offending 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 8: 
Staff and volunteers are 
equipped with the 
knowledge, skills and 
awareness to keep  
children and young  
people safe through  
ongoing education and 
training. 

This standard focuses on 
building child safety 
knowledge, skills and 
awareness in staff,  
volunteers and school 
governing authorities. 
 

All schools should deliver 
training to new and  
existing staff and  
volunteers. The training 
must be tailored to the 
needs of the school and 
the role the person  
performs at the school. 

School policies: 

• Child Safety and Well-
being Policy 

• Volunteers Policy 
 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Guidance for child 

safety champions 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
  

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 9: 
Physical and online  
environments promote 
safety and wellbeing 
while minimising the  
opportunity for children 
and young people to be 
harmed. 

This standard focuses on 
child safety and wellbeing 
in physical and online 
environments and ensure 
that procurement also 
reflects child safety. 
 

Schools need to have 
policies and strategies: 

• for identifying and re-
sponding to risk and 
reducing or removing 
the risk of harm 

• for online conduct and 
online safety ensuring 
that procurement poli-
cies for facilities and 
services ensure the 
safety of children and 
students. 

School policies: 

• Yard Duty and Supervi-
sion of Students Policy 

• Child Safety and Well-
being Policy 

• Code of Conduct 

• Volunteers Policy 

• Digital Learning Policy 

• Camps and Excursions 
Policy 

• Child Safety Risk Reg-
ister 

 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Procurement - Schools 

Policy 

• NDIS Funded Therapy 
in Schools 

• Acceptable Use Agree-
ment 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 
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 Standard Description Policies and resources Consultation 

Child Safe Standard 9: 
(Continued) 

Schools must analyse 
and understand potential 
risks to students. It is  
important to think about 
risks created by school 
structure and culture,  
activities and physical 
and online environments. 
 

Online technologies are 
constantly changing 
which presents significant 
challenges for schools, 
parents and carers. 
Online behaviour needs 
to be addressed in the 
Child Safety & Wellbeing 
Policy and Codes of  
Conduct to promote child 
safety. 
  

Arrangements with exter-
nal agencies also create 
child safety risks. They 
create opportunities for 
unknown people to have 
contact with students. 

  

Child Safe Standard 10: 
Implementation of the 
Child Safe Standards is 
regularly reviewed and 
improved. 

This standard focuses on 
continuous improvement 
in child-safe policies,  
procedures and practices. 
 

Schools must: 

• regularly review and 
evaluate policies and 
strategies 

• analyse child safety 
incident data 

• share review findings 
with the school  
community. 

School policies: 

• Child Safety and Well-
being Policy 

• Volunteers Policy 
 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Guidance for child 

safety champions 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 

Child Safe Standard 11: 
Policies and procedures 
that document how 
schools are safe for  
children, young people 
and students. 

This standard focuses on 
incorporating the 11 Child 
Safe Standards into 
school policies,  
procedures and practices, 
which work together to 
create a child-safe  
culture. 
 

Schools should ensure 
these policies and  
procedures are: 

• informed by community 
consultations so they 
are relevant to the 
school 

• accessible to all 

• informed by best  
practice 

• championed by leaders 

• well understood by 
those they apply to 

• implemented  
effectively. 

Department resources, 
programs and initiatives 
implemented at the 
school: 
• Guidance for child 

safety champions 

Policy consultation period 
with parents and carers: 
June 2022. 
 

For a complete list of all 
policies, review dates and 
consultation processes, 
please see:  
School Council Policies. 
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