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Prep-2 Home Reading 
Program

2020

Reading is a major focus in 2020 at WRPS. 

• Updated home reading material in every classroom

• Ongoing professional development for staff to ensure up to date knowledge

• Guided reading books reorganised and levelled to better target the teaching 

• Focus on improving student comprehension

• Using data to ensure all students needs are met at their level

• Developing engagement and enjoyment of reading

• Working alongside families to develop consistent home reading practises

Reading at WRPS

Why Home Reading is Important

• You are your child’s first and most important teacher!

• Parents/carers play an important role in children’s reading 
development and in their ongoing progress in all areas of schooling.

• Children who read and have been read to often, are more prepared 
for school and become better readers.

• Children that enjoy reading are:

 More successful academically.

 Have a wider vocabulary.

 Better with their memory and thinking skills.

The Home Reading Process
• Students will select a book from the home reading box

• Texts will be changed every day

• They should be choosing books that are ‘just right’ for them (not too 
easy, not too challenging)

• Each classroom will have a range of books for the student to choose 
from

• Reading log to be filled in daily- encourage your child to do this with 
you to celebrate their ongoing reading practise

• It is fine for a text to be brought home more than once- sometimes 
the student likes a book and wants to read it a few times!

Supporting your child to read at home
• Listen to your child read

• Read for around 15 minutes every day

• Make a regular time for reading

• Find what works for you and your child

• Encourage your child to use strategies they have learned at school

• Talk about the text with your child

• Encourage your child to read independently

Reading with your child should be enjoyable. 

If it’s not working, try again tomorrow!

Before Reading

• Read the title of the book and have talk about what the story 
might be about

• Do a ‘picture walk through’ and talk about what might happen 
in the book based on the pictures

• Talking about a text can help your child to think about things 
that might be coming up in the story. It activates their prior 
knowledge, setting them up for success with their reading.
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Getting Them Started
• Your child might need support to read the first couple of pages in 

their Take Home Book, but after that they should be able to read 
the rest with only minimal help from you, due to the repetitive 
nature of early reader texts

• Help your child to notice & use the repetitive pattern

• Ask your child what strategies they could use while reading

• Always encourage your child to point under each word as they read

• This is a time to help your child develop confidence as a reader

Beginning strategies for working out 
(decoding) unknown words

• Decoding: Use letter/sound knowledge to sound out and read words

• We explicitly teach decoding strategies from Prep.

• Beginning strategies help develop confidence in early readers.

• Strategies enable the reader to find what works for them.

• Once explicitly taught, strategies can be used flexibly by the reader.

• Two or more strategies can work together when working out 
unfamiliar words.

• Pointing to the words is an important beginning strategy.

• It helps the reader monitor what they are reading.

• Allows the reader to understand that each word adds meaning.

• The pictures provide important clues as to what an unknown word 
could be.

• They help us to understand what is happening in the words, and to 
make meaning.

• Please do not cover up the pictures when reading with your child. 
Encourage them to use picture clues, as well as the text, to make 
meaning & help work out words.

• When unsure of a word, encourage the reader to look at and say the 
first sound in the word.

• Often used together with the strategy of ‘Look at the Pictures’.

• Once the reader has an idea of what the word is likely to be based on 
the first sound, they can then look at the picture to check.

• This strategy supports early readers who are still learning the letter 
sounds.

 Once the reader is confident with individual letter sounds, they 

can begin to sound out words with more confidence.

 Stretching out the sounds slowly helps the reader when they 

come across an unknown word.
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 This strategy is used when a word cannot be sounded out 

letter by letter.

 Chunk or break the word into smaller words or word parts that 

you already know, then blend to help you read the word.

 When an attempt has been made to sound out a word the reader can 

use this strategy.

 Does the word look right?

 Does the word sound right?

 Does the word make sense?

 Good readers go back & Re-read the word or sentence when they 

have trouble with a word, or if they have to stop because it doesn’t 

make sense.

 Reading On is where you skip over the word you’re unsure of & read 

on to the end of the sentence, to see if that helps you work out the 

unknown word.

The 3 P’s-Pause, Prompt, Praise
When reading, your child will come across new or unfamiliar words. 

You can support them work out the word by using the following steps:

• Pause- Wait before responding, giving your child time to try & work 
out what the word might be.

• Prompt- If they’re still unsure, give them a prompt. Eg. use a reading 
strategy.

• Praise- Acknowledge their efforts. Be specific eg. “I like the way…”, 
“Well done when you…”

When & How to Correct Mistakes
• If the mistake makes sense & doesn’t change the meaning, let your 

child continue reading.

• If the mistake does not make sense let your child read on to the end 
of the sentence before you interrupt. THEN ask them “Does that 
make sense?” 

• Give them time to correct the mistake, using their strategies. Prompt 
& support them in this process as needed. 

• If they can’t work out the word independently or with your support, 
tell them the correct word and then continue on.

Comprehension
• Helping develop your child’s comprehension of texts is vital, as we want 

to develop ‘thinking readers’ not readers who can accurately decode all 
the words but have little understanding of what they’ve read.

• You can do this through talking about what you’ve read and through the 
questions you ask (see your handout).

• Alongside the Home Reading Program, continue to read aloud other texts 
to your child as they need opportunities to listen to, think, & talk about 
interesting & more complex texts in a range of genres as well. 
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Common Words

Common words are words that we use a lot as readers and writers. We 
see these words often as we read and use them all the time in our 
writing. 

Learning to read these words automatically, without the need for 
decoding, really helps children’s confidence and fluency as readers. 

the and I to a 
was it my we in 

 

Any Questions?
• If you ever have any questions or need clarification on 
how to best support your child’s reading at home, please 

don’t hesitate to ask your child’s class teacher

We Need Your Help!
If you are interested in 
helping out in the 
classroom, please let us 
know!


