
 

 

Meet the teacher sessions for parents and carers 
Our ‘Meet the teacher/s’ sessions have been taking place this 
week. So far, 54% of students have a parent/carer who have made 
an appointment to meet with their child’s teacher/s. The sessions 
are an opportunity to discuss: 

• How your child is settling in 

• Your child's term 1 reading goal 

• Class and homework expectations 

• Information about your child from a parent/carer perspective 

• Historical absences (if required).  
 
Voluntary financial contributions 
The cost of providing all students’ stationery and specialist subject materials for 2022 is 
$17,300. To date, the voluntary financial curriculum contributions has been $3313.00 
(32 students). Twenty-eight voluntary financial contributions, of $25.00 each (totalling 
$700.00), were also made to the Library fund and to buildings and grounds maintenance. 
Thank you to the parents and carers who have made this voluntary financial contribution. 
 

The voluntary financial curriculum contributions of families in the past have allowed us to: 

• Update our school’s reading program 

• Provide more hand-on materials for problem solving in mathematics 

• Establish a robotics program 

• Purchase materials to support creativity and exploration in our art and science programs 

• Ensure all students have access to sports equipment to develop active children.  
 

We currently have a ‘shortfall’ of $13,987.00 to cover the cost of stationery and specialist 
subject materials. If you have not had the opportunity to make a voluntary financial  
contribution and are able to do so, we welcome you to contribute at your earliest  
convenience. For information about voluntary financial contributions please see:  
2022 Parent Payment Policy & Voluntary financial contributions.  
 
School Houses 
Year 1 – 6 students have been researching a shortlist of notable Australians for our new 
House names. The purpose of the House system is to build greater student-school  
connectedness. The houses are themed around the curriculum areas of English/The Arts, 
Science/Mathematics, Health/Physical education, and The Humanities/Environment. Each 
family will be allocated a ‘House’. Students and staff are voting on the House names this 
week. House names will be announced at next week’s assembly. 
 
Coming soon: School events 
A welcome picnic/movie night has been organised for 25 February. 
Please see page 3 for more details. The long-awaited school concert 
(delayed in 2020 and 2021) will take place outdoors on 6 April. The 
time is to be confirmed. In term 2, we will run our maths/science night, 
and, in November, we will hold a twilight sports event for families. 
 
Student preventative health measures 
On 21 and 22 February, Glasses 4 Kids will be undertaking vision assessments for Prep – 
Year 4 students. On 28 February the Smile Squad (Dental van) will complete dental checks 
and will return later in the term to complete further dental work if required. Please ensure 
that you have returned your child’s form/s to access these services. 
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                     RESPECT     •     CONFIDENCE     •     COMPASSION 

                                
Important Dates 

February 2022 

17 Meet the  
teacher ‘til 4:40 

21 Glasses 4 
Kids program 

21 Finance 
committee mtg 

21 School Council 
mtg 5:15pm 

22 Glasses 4 
Kids program 

25 Picnic & Movie 
night:6:30 pm 
Space Jam 2 

28 Smile Quad 
Dental checks 

28 Preps start  
full time 

  

March 2022 

14 Labour Day 
No school 

15 Pupil-free Day 
No school 

18 District athletics 

23 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

24 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

30 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

31 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

2022 Term dates 

Term 1 

31 Jan - 08 April 

Term 2 

26 Apr - 24 June 

Term 3 

11 Jul - 16 Sep 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

Pupil-free days 

Term 1 

Fri 28 January 

Tues 15 March 

Term 2 

Wed 22 June 

Term 4 

Mon 31 Oct 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2022_parent_payments_policy.pdf
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  William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

   We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

   To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

   williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

   Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

Parent participation and involvement 
In the 2021 Parent Opinion Survey, 71% of respondents said that our school 
gives parents and carers opportunities to participate in my child’s education. 
 

We very much value and welcome parents/carers to help in our classrooms, 
around our school and on our committees. Parents and carers require a  
Working With Children Check (WWCC). Everyone who volunteers their time to 
work at school also need to provide evidence that they have had three doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine (or have a medical exemption). 
 

Classroom helpers 
This week, Bridget Gibson and Amy Buckley (Learning Specialists) ran Classroom Helpers information  
sessions. Thank you to the parents and grandparents that attended and have volunteered their time. 
 

Access SeeSaw to view your child’s work 
Beginning Monday, 7 March, classroom teachers will be making weekly posts of your child’s work. Talk to 
your child about the work that they are doing. Make a short comment on SeeSaw for your child and their 
teacher to see and read. 
 

Mini working bees 
Parents and carers are invited to attend mini working bees to help keep our expansive school grounds  
looking great. Peter Marco (Assistant Principal) is running a garden club/working bee each Friday this term: 

• 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

• 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm. 
You can choose to help each Friday this term or just one Friday afternoon. Many hands make light work, and 
every little bit helps. Jobs include weeding, sweeping and planting.  
 

Join School Council or a sub-committee 
School Council is the school’s governing body made up of parents/carers, teachers and members of the 
school community. Information about being elected to School Council appears on page 5 of the newsletter. 
Parents and carers are also welcome to join one of School Council’s sub-committees: Education, Buildings 
and Grounds, and/or Fundraising/Special events. 
 
For more information about how to be a help at our school and participate in your child’s education, please 
see: https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/301/Parent-&-Carer-Helpers. 
 

Commit to daily attendance 
The most important way parents and carers can help and participate in their child’s learning is to commit to 
their daily school attendance. See page 3 to view our historical student attendance/absence data. 
 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/301/Parent-&-Carer-Helpers


 
Student absences 
In 2021, 37% of students had 20 or more days of absence. By comparison, similar schools had 29% of  
students and the state average was 22%. Student absenteeism has been an historical issue at our school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
    

      2015                2016                   2017                   2018                    2019                   2020                   2021         

 
Students who miss 20 days of school a year adds up to 140 days (nearly three terms) over their primary 
school life. Students who miss 30+ days of school a year adds up to 210 days (over one year). 
 

Students need to be at school in order to learn and make progress.  
 

I have been through the absence data of all students and tracked their absences from their point of  
enrolment. As a courtesy, I have contacted the parents/carers of 78 students (who have historically high  
absenteeism and/or they are on a support program) and highlighted the importance of daily attendance. 
 

In 2021, we encourage you to support your child to ‘Strive for less than 5’. That is, strive for your child to 
have less than five absences each semester. Even fewer absences is better. Each day your child is away is 
another day of lost learning. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Welcome to William Ruthven Primary event 
 
Families are invited to attend an outdoor picnic and movie night. 
 
When: Friday, 25 February 
 

Time: Gates open at 6:30 pm 
           Movie begins on dusk (expected to be 8:00 pm) 
 

Where: On the grass area and basketball court. 
 

What to bring: Something to sit on, picnic dinner and a torch. 
 

Cost: $10.00 per family  
         (Please bring exact money. No change will be available). 
 

Zooper Doopers (icy poles) will also be on sale for $1.00.  
(Please bring exact money. No change will be available.) 
 

All adults must use the QR codes and show proof of double  
vaccination (or proof of exemption). We encourage you to  
complete a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) with your children before 
attending. 
 

Parents/carers are responsible for supervising their children.   

SkoolBag app 
We use the SkoolBag app to communicate to parents and carers. We provide up-to-date 
communication and reminders about important news/events, and we also publish our 
newsletter on the app. This article explains how to create an account and add a school: 
https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions. 

Absence key 

0.5 - 9.5 Days 

10 - 19.5 Days 

20 - 29.5 Days 

30+ Days 

https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions
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 For the week ending 04 February 

Prep Maggie For being a fantastic role model for her peers. 

1/2A 
 

Tyson N For demonstrating an enthusiastic attitude to learning 

1/2B 
 

Georgia  For demonstrating readiness and enthusiasm for learning.  

3/4A 
 

Zoe For being a great role model within the classroom and sharing her ideas. 

3/4B 
 

Edina For demonstrating patience and making great choices with her behaviour. 

5/6A 
 

Mia For having a positive attitude towards school and her learning 

5/6B 
 

Aiva For demonstrating pride in the way that her tasks are completed. 

5/6C 
 

Ally For demonstrating our school values and having very neat book work 

 For the week ending 11 February 

Prep 

 
Anna For showing respect to her teachers and peers and for her excellent book 

work. 

1/2A 
 

Jake For demonstrating confidence by having a go at writing longer sentences 
to express his ideas. 

1/2B 
 

Isaac For focusing on matching words in reading rotations.  

3/4A 
 

Tate For working hard to join in and learn classroom routines.  

3/4B 
 

Leilah For showing compassion when pointing out the hard work and positive  
behaviour of her classmates. 

5/6A 
 

Abdalla For an excellent description of his character in writing. 

5/6B 
 

Dylan For using lots of interesting adjectives to describe his character in his  
writing. 

5/6C 
 

Madeline For thoughtfully contributing to class discussions. 

Free Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) kit  
 

RAT kits for each student enrolled at our school can be: 

 •   Collected from the office. 
      OR 
 •   Sent home with your child/children. If would like a kit sent home with your child/

children, please email Suzie Scarmozzino: suzana.scarmozzino@education.vic.gov.au. 
 

Testing is strongly recommended twice a week. We suggest testing your child/children at home on Monday 
and Wednesday mornings.  
 

Remember to report a positive RAT result to the school on 9460 1668 and to the Department of Health on  
1800 675 398. 

mailto:suzana.scarmozzino@education.vic.gov.au
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School Council Elections 
 

School Council is the school’s governing body made up of parents/
carers, teachers and members of the school community. School 
Councillors are elected for a two-year period. The School Council 
year runs from April – March and each year approximately half of the 
Council comes to the end of their term. 
 

If you would like to join School Council there will be 3 parent two-
year vacancies for the new Council. Current members of School 
Council can re-nominate if they would like to continue on the School 
Council. 
 

The nomination forms will be made available electronically and in hard copy from the office from 
Monday, 21 February. 
 

In addition to parent and teacher representatives, School Council can also co-opt people from outside our 
school community with a specific skill set or knowledge that we are seeking at the time. We will co-opt two 
members from the community for the new School Council.  
 

If we have more nominees than vacancies then an election will be held. Alternatively, parents/carers are 
welcome to contribute to the sub-committees. If you are interested in joining a sub-committee you can leave 
your details at the office. The Council sub-committees are Education, Buildings and Grounds, and  
Fundraising/Special events. 
 

If you have questions or wish to discuss joining School Council, please contact Donald Eddington,  
(Principal). For information about School Councils, please see: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/
school-council-training/policy.   

 
2021 School Council Election Timetable 

(a) Notice of election and call for nominations.                                  Monday, 21 February 2022 

(b) Closing date for nominations.                                                         Monday, 28 February 2022 (4:00 pm) 

(c) List of candidates and nominators will be posted.                          Thursday, 04 March 2022 

(d) Ballot papers will be prepared/distributed if election is required.    Monday, 07 March 2022 

(e) Close of ballot.                                                                                Monday, 14 March 2022 (4:00 pm) 

(f)  Vote count.                                                                                      Monday, 14 March 2022   

(g) Declaration of poll.                                                                          Tuesday, 15 March 2022 

(h) Special Council meeting to co-opt wider community members.      Monday, 09 May 2022 (TBC) 

     (The Principal will preside.)  

(i) First Council meeting to elect office bearers.                                    Monday, 09 May 2022 (TBC) 

    (The Principal will preside.)  
 

Donald Eddington 
Principal and Executive Officer 

Primary School Nurse visit 

PREP STUDENTS HEALTH ASSESSMENTS 

 

The Primary School Nurse Program is provided by the Department of Education and Training and is offered 
to all prep students in Victoria. You will have received information about the Primary School Nursing  
Program brochure that was sent home, and the packet also included the School Entrant Health  
Questionnaire (SEHQ). You are asked to give information about your child’s health history and any  
concerns you may have about your child’s health and wellbeing. The SEHQ provides important information 
to the nurse about your child’s health. This allows the nurse to carry out an informed overall assessment of 
your child’s health and wellbeing needs. 
  

Your child cannot receive a health assessment under the Primary School Nursing Program  
without a completed SEHQ and your signed consent. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-training/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-training/policy
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