
 

 

Home reading 
Your child should now be bringing home a book to 
read. Regular home reading is important and your 
child ought to be doing around 15 minutes each 
night. We have recently purchased over 1000  
take home books to engage and inspire your child 
to read. However, we need your help to cover 
them. Can you help us? Please contact the office. 
 
Parent Education Program: Reading 
Bridget Gibson, Learning Specialist, is running Parent Education Programs about how to 
help your child at home with reading. We have eight responses so far. It would be great to 
have a few more. Please complete the RSVP on p.5 of this fortnight's newsletter to attend. 
 
Information night 
In response to 2019 parent/carer feedback, we offered information sessions on Thursday, 
13 February. Parents and carers learnt about the things their child/ren will be learning this 
year and the exciting new programs we have on offer. They also learnt about classroom  
expectations, as well as expectations for homework and home reading. The presentations 
from the evening are available at: williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/91/School-Notices. 
 
School review: Parent and student forums 
Every four years, schools are required to undertake a review of its past performance with 
Department personnel, other principals (challenge partners) and an external reviewer. 
Parents and carers were invited to join a review focus group on Monday, 17 February.  
The student focus groups will be held tomorrow. Thank you to everyone who has provided 
feedback. Your input will help to shape the school’s direction over the next four years. 
 
Year 5 and 6 City Camp 
There are some terrific events planned for the City Camp including tours and visits to  
Melbourne Museum, National Gallery of Victoria, Arts Centre Melbourne, Parliament 
House (on a sitting day) and Melbourne Zoo. Science, design and technology workshops 
for students have also been booked as part of this year's camp. The staff going on camp 
are: Donald Eddington, Jodi Clark, Tina Sangov and – nightly from 5 pm – Peter Marco. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

FEBRUARY 2020 

20 School  
review: Day 3 

  

MARCH 2020 

02 Preps begin 
full time 

02 School  
review: Day 4 

04 Yr 5/6 camp 

05 Yr 5/6 camp 

06 Yr 5/6 camp 

09 Labour Day  
No School 

13 2020  
National ride 
2 school day 

20 Yr 3-6  
Athletics Day 

27 Term 1 ends 
2:30 Finish 

  

APRIL 2020 

13 Easter  
Monday  
No School 

14 Term 2  
begins 

22 School  
Photos 

  

May 2020 

12 NAPLAN 
begins for  
Yr 3 & 5 

2020 Term dates 

Term 1 

30 Jan - 27 Mar 

 

Term 2 

14 Apr - 26 Jun 

 

Term 3 

13 Jul - 18 Sep 

 

Term 4 

5 Oct - 18 Dec 

Sustainability @ WRPS 
Our school promotes and recognises sustainable practices through its Active travel and 
Rubbish-free lunch awards, which are announced during Tuesday afternoon assembly. 
 
 
 

Active travel award 
The grades with the highest  
percentage of active travel  
this fortnight are:  
  •  Prep (12 February) 
  •  34B (19 February)   

Rubbish-free lunch award 
The grades with the highest  
percentage of rubbish-free  
lunch this fortnight are: 
  • 12A (12 February) 
  • 12B (19 February)   

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/91/School-Notices
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Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are now four 
ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the Skool Bag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

  William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

   We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

   To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

   williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

   Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

  

  Launching Lunch Clubs in 2020 
 

  • Tuesdays: Robotics and Coding with David Bennett 

  • Wednesdays: Art Studio with Dora Tsvidis 

  • Thursdays: Board games with Denise Khazal        
 

...as well as having the library open with Lauretta Bell at recess on  
Wednesdays and Eleanor Marcon on Fridays for quiet reading. 

 A reminder about school uninforms 
 

William Ruthven Primary has a compulsory school uniform. School 
uniforms promote a sense of belonging, pride, equality along with 
enhancing the profile and identity of our school in the community. 
 

We ask that you ensure your child is sent to school in full uniform 
each day. If your child attends school without the correct uniform, 
please provide a signed note. If a note is not provided, a letter 
from the school requesting an explanation will be sent home. 
  

Uniforms can be purchased on Tuesdays & Thursdays (3:00 pm - 
3:30 pm) through our uniform shop. Alternatively you can download 
an order form from our website, and send it to the office with your 
payment. Your order will sent home with your child. 

Wide brimmed hat 
must be worn from 
Sep 1 - Apr 30 

Polo top  
with the  
school  
logo 

Navy  
shorts 
(boys) 
 
Navy  
Shorts or 
skorts  
(girls) 

Black shoes 
(runners or  
school shoes) 

Summer  
school  
dress 

Black  
or  white  
socks 

  School policies 
  All of the school’s policies are located on our website: williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/ 
  page/76/School-policies. Our Student Engagement and Wellbeing policy is currently in   
  draft, and it is open for community consultation until the end of February.  
 

  If you have feedback on this draft policy, please email your thoughts to the school  
  via william.ruthven.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au by Saturday, 29 February. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/76/School-policies
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/76/School-policies
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_wellbeing__engagement_policy_draft_for_consultation.pdf
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School Council Elections 
 

School Council is the school’s governing body made up of parents, 
teachers and members of the school community. School Councillors 
are elected for a two-year period. The School Council year runs from 
March – February and each year approximately half of the Council 
comes to the end of their term. The last School Council meeting was 
on Monday, 17 February. It was the final meeting of the current 
School Council. 
 
If you would like to join School Council there will be 4 parent two-year 
vacancies, and 1 parent one-year vacancy for the new Council.  
Current members of School Council can re-nominate if they would like  
to continue on the School Council.  
 
The nomination forms were made available electronically on Monday, 17 February via email and the 
Skoolbag app. Hard copies of nomination forms are available at the office. 
 
In addition to parent and teacher representatives, School Council can also co-opt people from outside our 
school community with a specific skill set or knowledge that we are seeking at the time. We will co-opt two 
members from the community for the new School Council.  
 
If we have more nominees than vacancies then an election will be held. Alternatively, parents are welcome 
to contribute to the sub-committees. If you are interested in joining a sub-committee you can leave your de-
tails at the office. The Council sub-committees are Education, Finance, and Buildings and Grounds. 
 
If you have questions or wish to discuss joining School Council, please contact me Donald Eddington,  
Principal). For information about School Councils, please see: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx.  
 
 
2020 School Council Election Timetable 
 

(a) Notice of election and call for nominations.                                   Monday, 17 February 2020 

(b) Closing date for nominations.                                                        Monday, 24 February 2020 

(c) List of candidates and nominators will be posted.                         Thursday, 27 February 2020 

(d) Ballot papers will be prepared/distributed if election is required.   Tuesday, 3 March 2020 

(e) Close of ballot.                                                                                Monday, 16 March 2020 at 4:00 pm 

(f)  Vote count.                                                                                      Monday, 16 March 2020 

(g) Declaration of poll.                                                                          Tuesday, 17 March 2020 

(h) Special council meeting to co-opt Community members.               Monday, 23 March 2020 

     (The Principal will preside.)  

(i) First council meeting to elect office bearers.                                    Monday, 23 March 2020 

    (The Principal will preside.)  

 

Donald Eddington 

Principal and Executive Officer 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
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Prep 

 
 
The first few weeks of prep have 
been fun and very exciting. The  
students have been engaging in 
craft activities, practicing writing 
their name and learning the letters 
of the alphabet. 
 
The students have transitioned 
well to school and are learning 
how to make good choices  
compared to poor choices.  
 
Ms Nanni is having an amazing 
time in Prep and is so proud of all 
her students.  
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Parent Education Program: Home reading information sessions 
 

A major focus at William Ruthven Primary School in 2020 is reading.  
 

As part of this focus, we need the WRPS parent and carer community to work alongside us to support your 
children in achieving their potential, and be fluent and keen readers. 
 

We will be running information sessions where we will discuss how you can best support your children at 
home with their reading, and show you what we are doing at school to support your children’s reading  
development. 
 

Please circle the time you will be attending, and return this RSVP to school office or your child’s 
teacher by Friday 21 February if you are interested in attending the Prep—Year 2 session. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Name:____________________________ Grade_____________ 
 
Years 3 - 6:       Wednesday, 19 February 2-3pm or 5-6pm 
 
Prep - Year 2:   Thursday, 27 February 2-3pm or 5-6pm 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We love reading books in Prep! These are some drawings of our birds based on the picture story book Feathers For Phoebe.  
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Anaphylaxis / Allergies  

Please be aware there are students with 
allergies attending our school. 

 
Anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening, severe allergic reaction and should  
always be treated as a medical emergency. Anaphylaxis occurs after exposure to 
an allergen (usually to foods, insects or medicines) to which a person is allergic.  
 

Here are some tips for parents to help us make it a safe  
environment for all students with food allergies: 

 
 Explain to your child that food allergies are serious and can be life threatening. 

 
 Speak to your children about the dangers of sharing food with other children. 

 
 If your child has a lunch that contains nuts, remind them to let the teacher  

                know so that your child can sit away from the student with the allergy. 
 
 Please remind your child to wash their hands and mouth/face after eating foods that  

contain nuts (eg., Peanut butter & Nutella). 
 

 When celebrating a child’s birthday at school, our preference would be to share a non food 
treat with their classmates. (eg., bouncy balls, matchbox cars, erasers, spinning 
tops, magnifying glasses, pencils, pens, notepads, balloons, whistles, bubbles, etc).  

If you bring a food treat, please ensure it is commercially produced/purchased where the 
list of ingredients are provided. 
 

 Encourage your child to get help immediately if they see someone having an allergic  
reaction. 

 
 
 

At William Ruthven Primary School we take food allergies very seriously.  
Thank you for your cooperation with this matter. 
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Annual privacy reminder 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal  
information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in 
the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s  
collection statement, found on our website at https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/
uploaded_files/media/collection_statementprimary_school.pdf 
 
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information 
is also available in nine community languages. 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  
 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover 
the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid  
means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be  
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker 
and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses 
relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. The 
annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary students. 
 

How to apply 
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2019, you do not need 
to complete an application form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  
 

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:  
 new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you did not  

apply in 2019.  
 changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession  

card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2020.  
 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

Merrilands Children’s Centre & Kindergarten 

would like to invite local families to our 
 

TWILIGHT Open Evening 

Tuesday 3
rd

 March  from 6 PM - 8 PM 
 

         Early Childhood Teachers and Educators will be  
available during the evening to provide tours of our service 

and answer any questions you may have regarding childcare 
and Kindergarten in 2021. 

 
We care for children aged 0-5 yrs.                           
Open Mon to Friday 7 AM to 6 PM 

 
For further information please contact Centre Co-ordinator 

Lisa Ballinger on 9460 4674 
23-25 Ryan Street  Reservoir 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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 OSHClub Newsletter  
Monday, 17 February 2020 

Parent Information 
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412    OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

Program Coordinator: Vandna    Program Assistant: Sandra  

WILLIAM RUTHVEN 

Welcome back for 2020 and a big welcome to our new families.  

Please check our newsletter fortnightly for our up and coming activities and any special notices.  

Please ensure all children needing to use the service this year are enrolled and booked in using the online booking system. For 

any children with medical conditions, please come and see us before your first visit to ensure all necessary documents are  

completed and medication is dropped off before your child's first session.   

As we are in term 1, we have entered the first Sun Smart term of the year. As per Sun Smart guidelines and OSHClub's Sun 

Smart Policy, all children wishing to participate in outside play will need to apply sunscreen and wear a wide brimmed hat. We do 

supply sunscreen (Coles brand 50+), however if your child had a sensitivity to sunscreens and needs a specific brand, please 

ensure they have a tube packed in their bag for use at after care. 

If you are having trouble making/changing bookings, it may be because you are missing mandatory fields of your enrolment 

forms, the most common being emergency contact details. Please ensure you set aside a couple of minutes to update your  

details, including addresses and most importantly, phone numbers, and the issues should resolve itself. 

   Week of 24 Feb, 2020               

 

 

Menu: 
A fresh fruit and vegetable platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) 

accompanied by either pita bread and dips, rice crackers or corn thins. 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all  
bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the 

program. 

The children enjoyed variety of activities throughout 
the past week such as All About Me posters, family 

tree, Alphabet  
challenge, OSHClub leader and expectation, children 
free play including indoor/outdoor activities and group 

games. 

 

DAY ACTIVITIES   

MONDAY   
Monkey Bar challenge 

Erupting volcano 

TUESDAY Line Tag 
  

Balloon rocket 

WEDNESDAY Soccer 
  

Milk rainbow experiment 

THURSDAY   
Limbo 

Lava lamp 

FRIDAY Monopoly junior 
  

Germs on hand  
experiment 

Supports the Troops Project, 2019- Recipient Response  
 
Some of you may remember the 'Support the Troops' project we did at the end of last year, where we  
collected donations and sent them overseas to Australian Defence Members deployed overseas for the 
Christmas period. In each care package we sent, we also included a letter which had questions from the 
OSHClub children. The past fortnight, we have been extremely lucky to have received a thank you card 
back from an Australian defence member-Commissioned Officer Chris, thanking us for our thoughtful and  
generous donation.  Families are welcome to come over to the OSHClub room to read the letter and  
questions he has answered. 
 
We'd like to thank everyone yet again for their generous donations towards this wonderful cause.  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/

