
 

 

Welcome picnic and movie night 
It was terrific to see so many families come along at our welcome 
picnic and movie night last Friday. Sixty-seven students, from forty-
nine families, were in attendance. From my observations, and 
feedback to me and School Council members, the night was a 
great success. In 2022, we plan to have more community-based 
events for our families to attend and enjoy. Please see pages 5 
and 6 for a selection of photographs from this event.  
 

Preps are now full time 
Our Prep students started full time (five days a week) this week. They have certainly  
settled in well and they have adjusted nicely to the routines of school. We have weekly 
Prep -Year 6 buddy sessions where our newest members of our school are being  
supported by senior students. Please see page 4 for photographs of the buddies together. 
 

Auslan 
Auslan is Australian sign language, the native language of the Australian deaf community. 
After a languages review in 2021, our students and staff are learning Auslan. Auslan is 
being taught through weekly immersion sessions that complement our literacy and  
numeracy programs. Through practical and fun classes, students and staff are learning to 
fingerspell, develop basic conversational signs, and learn how structure sentences. On 
Tuesday, 15 March (pupil-free day), staff will participate in Auslan professional learning. 
 

Did you know… 
Butterflies have come to symbolise deafness in Australia, as butterflies cannot 
hear, rather they feel through vibrations. The Deafness Foundation and other  
organisations associated with the deaf community adopt the butterfly as their 
logo. This a lovely link to William Ruthven Primary School’s butterfly logo. 
 

School Houses 
Beginning in 2022, Year 6 students will be are able to nominate themselves for House 
leadership positions. Students will then vote for the Year 6 nominees who they believe will 
best lead their House, with the Principal having the final approval. The House Captains 
will join School Captains in leading school events including our weekly assemblies. Under 
the direction of Suzie Nackovski (Year 5/6 teacher), the leaders will develop role  
descriptions for these important positions. Our School and House Captains will be joined 
by Junior School Council representatives in providing an important voice for students. 
 

The names of our new school Houses, as voted by students and staff are: 
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Important Dates 

March 2022 

14 Labour Day 
No school 

15 Pupil-free Day 
No school 

18 District athletics 

21 Finance mtg 
4:30 pm 

21 School Council 
mtg 5:15 pm 

23 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

24 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

24 Year 3 & 5 
NAPLAN test of 
school internet 
capacity 

30 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

31 P-6 AFL footy 
clinics 

  

April 2022 

04 Smile Squad 
(Dental van) 
return visit 

06 School Concert 
6:30 pm 

08 Term 1 ends 
2:30 pm finish 

2022 Term dates 

Term 1 

31 Jan - 08 April 

Term 2 

26 Apr - 24 June 

Term 3 

11 Jul - 16 Sep 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

Pupil-free days 

Term 1 

Fri 28 January 

Tues 15 March 

Term 2 

Wed 22 June 

Term 4 

Mon 31 Oct 

Freeman Hollows Irwin Wild 

Cathy Freeman is a 
former sprinter. She 
was a gold medallist at 
the 2000 Olympic 
Games in Sydney.  
 

In 2007, she founded 
the Cathy Freeman 
Foundation to close the 
education gap between 
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australian 
children.  

Fred Hollows was a 
surgeon who became 
known for his work in 
restoring the eyesight 
of thousands of people. 
He was committed to 
improving the health of 
Indigenous Australians. 
 

In 1992, he established  
a foundation to treat  
vision problems and to 
prevent blindness.   

Steve Irwin was a   
conservationist and 
environmentalist. He 
was also a wildlife  
expert. 
 

In 2002, he established 
Wildlife Warriors - an 
organisation to involve, 
and educate, others in 
the protection of  
injured, threatened and 
endangered wildlife. 

Margaret Wild is an 
Australian writer. She 
has written more than 
40 books for children.  
 

In 2020, Wild was 
awarded an award for 
Lifetime Achievement 
in Literature by the 
Australia Council. Her 
books help children to 
explore themes such 
as identity and trust. 
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Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

Thank you 
Thank you to Nicola Fox, Sharon Hitchman, Janna Gacovski, Racheal Silva and Miyuki Williams for your work 
in covering library books. Thanks also to the parents and carers who have been donating Zooper Doopers. 
(Unfortunately I do not have a list of names but your generous donations are appreciated.)  
 
Bullying 
William Ruthven Primary School has a zero tolerance of bullying. The Department of Education and Training 
defines bullying as “repeated verbal, physical, social or psychological aggressive behaviour by a person or 
group directed towards a less powerful person or group that is intended to cause harm, distress or fear.” 
 

There are some specific types of bullying behaviour: 

• Verbal and/or written abuse (such as targeted name-calling) 

• Violence (including threats of violence) 

• Sexual harassment (e.g., conduct of a sexual nature which causes offence and humiliation) 

• Homophobia (words and/or hostile behaviour towards students relating to their sexuality) 

• Discrimination (including racial discrimination) 

• Cyberbullying - either online or via mobile phone. 
 

What bullying is NOT: 
There are some behaviours, which, although unpleasant or distressing, are not bullying: 

• Mutual conflict 

• Single-episode acts of nastiness or physical aggression (or aggression directed towards many people) 

• Social rejection/dislike (unless it involves deliberate and repeated attempts to cause distress or exclusion). 
 

Responding to bullying 
All staff at William Ruthven Primary School are committed to responding quickly to bullying situations to  
ensure that they do not continue or escalate. Playground supervision is thorough. All members of staff brief 
each other regarding potential and actual problems, and respond swiftly. A series of graduated warnings/
consequences are given to students in situations where bullying has taken place. Parents and carers of the  
students involved will be contacted by phone and, if appropriate, for face-to-face meetings. 
 

We have established a Behaviour Incident Register to record all incidents (big and small) of inappropriate  
behaviour so they can be tracked, and so patterns of behaviour can be established.  
 

In 2021, the Department’s Attitudes to School Survey data showed that 92% of students  
reported that they had not experienced bullying (compared to 83% of students from similar 
schools, and the state average of 82%). When incidents of alleged bullying occurred, 3%  
of students (3 students) were unhappy with how the incident/s were managed by the school.  
 

We will continue to maintain safe and happy learning and playing environments for all students. In 2022, we 
will strive to reduce perceived and actual incidents of bullying even further, and do our utmost to ensure all  
students feel that incidents that do occur are well-managed. To support us in this endeavour, please  
encourage your child to report behaviour that makes them feel unsafe or unhappy. The shorter the time  
between when an alleged incident occurs and when its is reported, the easier it is for staff to follow it up. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 



 

  William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

   We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

   To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

   williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

   Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
 
 
 

 For the week ending 18 February 

Prep Lenoir For confidently and correctly completing a letter-sound sort and for showing  
enthusiasm towards his learning. 

1/2A 
 

Monique For great effort at using exclamation marks in a recount. 

1/2B 
 

James For approaching his tasks enthusiastically, especially in reading.  

3/4A 
 

Alice  For having the confidence to extend herself during her exploration of place value.  

3/4B 
 

Sena For focusing on her learning tasks, contributing to class discussions and helping 
her classmates when needed. 

5/6A 
 

Aathithya For engaging the reader by writing amazing hooks for different picture prompts.   

5/6B 
 

Kian For confidently explaining  his strategy for rounding numbers. 

5/6C 
 

Angus For contributing with confidence to discussions about the new House names. 

 For the week ending 25 February 

Prep Hosanna For consistently producing quality work and for always showing respect. 

1/2A 
 

Laya For confidently learning about hundreds, tens and ones numbers. 

1/2B 
 

Candice For listening to feedback to improve the punctuation in her sentences. 

3/4A 
 

Asil For working hard to focus during small group tasks in all subject areas  

3/4B 
 

Jayden For demonstrating confidence, persistence and focus with his maths work on 
place value and renaming numbers. 

5/6A 
 

Mohammad For staying on task and trying his best in all subjects. 

5/6B 
 

Haylee For confidently contributing her ideas to the class discussions. 

5/6C 
 

Shuvai For being a good friend and showing compassion to others. 
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Prep and Year 6 buddies 
Our ‘Buddy program’ helps our Preps to 
make the transition to school a positive 
experience. Other benefits include: 

• Preps having a positive role model 
within the school, and someone to 
go to if they have a concern. 

• Preps and Year 6s developing new 
and positive relationships. 

• Year 6s taking on  
responsibilities and  
learning how to be a  
positive role model. 
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Welcome picnic and movie night 
My apologies a 
photograph could 
not be taken of all 
our families on the 
night due to me 
having issues with 
my mobile phone 
battery. 
 

Donald Eddington 
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