
 

 

Happy Mothers’ Day 
On behalf of staff, we hope all our mums, grandmas, aunties and 
big sisters a very happy Mothers' Day on Sunday. We hope you 
enjoy your special day. Thank you to Sharon Gibilisco, Jugraj 
Kaur, Diana Spadoni, Melinda Spiteri, Miyuki Williams and our 
House Captains who gave their time to set up and sell gifts at 
the mothers' day stall. A special thanks to Belinda Thomson who 
donated cards and heat packs to the stall, and Diana Spadoni 
who coordinated the event. 
 

Good-bye (for now) and welcome 
Denise Sinopoli and Tamara Browne have begun family leave. We wish them well with the 
safe arrival of their babies and look forward to a visit when they are ready. As announced 
on SkoolBag, Kristy-Lee Laidlaw will be teaching 12B and Jane Mullen, together with  
Peter Marco, will be teaching 34A. Last week, we provisionally appointed Bronwyn Sealey 
to the first aid officer/administration position. Please introduce yourself to our new staff. 
 

Reminder: 2023 Prep Information evening: 17 May (7:00 pm – 8:00 pm) 
Our Step into Prep and Prep information evening is being held on Tuesday, 17 May. See 
page 9 of the newsletter for details. Please invite your friends, who have children due to 
start school next year, to the information session. Our Step into Prep sessions run after 
school on Thursdays in June and August. 
 

Prep - Year 4 Clubs 
Each Friday, our students participate in clubs: Lego (with Jane Mullen), origami and board 
games (with Sally Imber), choir (with Jodi Clark), directed drawing (with Erika Bennet and 
Chara Sotos) and gardening (with Kristy-Lee Laidlaw and Peter Marco). A special thanks 
to Justin East who continues to support the gardening club each Friday.  
 

Shade sails 
Last year, the school successfully applied for a $25 000 grant for 
additional shade sails. The sails, being installed outside rooms  
5 and 6, will provide additional outdoor learning spaces for our 
students. 
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Important Dates 

2022 Term dates 

Term 3 

11 Jul - 16 Sep 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

Pupil-free days 

Term 2 

Wed 22 June 

Term 4 

Mon 31 Oct 

You’re invited to...  
 

Our open morning: Wednesday, 25 May (9:00 am – 11:00 am) 
• See our classrooms in action. 
• Tours at 9:00 am and 10:00 am. 
 

Our open afternoon: Wednesday, 25 May (3:00 pm – 5:00 pm) 
• See our facilities. 
• Tours at 3:15 pm and 4:15 pm. 
• Join in our robotics and family maths afternoon. There are prizes to be won! 

May 2022 

16 Year 5 & 6  
Old Melbourne 
Gaol visit 

16 School Council 
meeting: 5:30 

17 2023 Prep  
info evening 

18   Cross Country 

20 Book Club  
orders due 

25 Open  
morning 9-11 

25 Simultaneous 
story time  

25 Maths and  
robotics: Open 
afternoon: 3-5 

30  Professional 
Practice Day 
No school 

  

June 2022 

13  Queen’s  
Birthday 
Public holiday 

20 Reports go 
home 

21 Prep -Year 2 
Melbourne  
Museum visit 

22   Parent/teacher 
interviews 
No school 

24 Term 2 ends 
2:30 pm finish 

  

July 2022 

11 Term 3 begins 
8:50 am start 



 

 
Please note: 
It is mandatory for schools to 
call parents/carers when a 
child is absent from school. 
So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 
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School Council news: Safe Schools program 
At the last School Council meeting, the Council unanimously  
endorsed William Ruthven Primary School becoming a Safe School. 
The Safe Schools program helps schools foster a safe environment 
that is supportive and inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ+) students.  
 

Creating this environment is key to tackling bullying, discrimination 
and harassment at school, particularly arising from homophobia and 
transphobia. Safe and inclusive schools benefit all students and are 
critical to students achieving their potential. Students who do not feel 
safe or included at school cannot learn effectively. 
 

Safe Schools is not a subject taught in the classroom and it is not a part of the curriculum. It is a program for 
principals, teachers and school communities. Students will not be taught any specific skills or knowledge  
under this umbrella program. It is about creating an environment of acceptance of diversity and a safe and 
inclusive environment for all of our students. 
  

For more information about the Safe Schools program, please see: www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools. 

Ordering school photos 
Please see page 8 of the newsletter for details regarding the ordering of school photos. 
 
NAPLAN Online: 10 - 13 May 2022 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students are 
held in May each year. This year, NAPLAN will be conducted online. While it is important that students arrive 
on time every day, it is particularly important that students are at school on time during the testing period as 
some tests begin just after 9:00 am. 
 
Year 4 - 6 Attitudes to School Survey 
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and 
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey 
(AtoSS) is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our 
school in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked 
about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer and family relationships,  
resilience, bullying, mental health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general. 
 

Participation in this survey is voluntary. If you do not wish for your child to do the survey, please opt out via 
email to: william.ruthven.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Please do so before Friday, 20 May 2022, stating that 
you wish to opt out of your child’s participation, along with their name and year level. 
 

If the school does not receive a Refusal of Consent email from you before the survey commencement date 
mentioned within the attached letter, it means that you give your consent for your child to participate in the 
2022 Attitudes to School Survey. 

 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools
mailto:william.ruthven.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

  William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

   We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

   To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

   williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

   Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
 
 
 

 For the week ending 29 April 

Prep Aamira For using her letter-sound knowledge to write a wonderful sentence about Anzac 
Ted. 

12A 
 

Eli For his fantastic effort at reading aloud.  

12B 
 

Mary For settling into 12B with maturity and showcasing her impressive writing skills.  

34A 
 

Tyler For being a respectful member of the class and for making great choices during 
learning time. 

34B 
 

Scarlett For putting great effort into her persuasive writing. 

56A 
 

Tavicta For writing a great and thoughtful letter explaining what he is reading and what he 
likes about the book.  

56B 
 

Frankie For always having a positive attitude towards his learning and when interacting 
with his peers. 

56C 
 

Aya For always being willing to contribute to class discussions. 

 For the week ending 06 May 

Prep Anton For improved listening in the classroom and for working hard on his learning 
tasks. 

12A 
 

Alessia For fantastic effort at summarising the important information from a non-fiction 
text. 

12B 
 

James  For identifying similarities and differences between two texts during reading.   

34A 
 

Chloe For writing a great persuasive piece on ‘Why kids should choose their own  
bedtime’. 

34B 
 

Noah B For showing confidence, patience and focus in mathematics.  

56A 
 

Luke For being a hard worker and always trying his best. 

56B 
 

Matilda For applying feedback that is provided to make further improvements to her work. 

56C 
 

Ameer For trying very hard when answering questions in reading sessions. 
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Students in Years 5 and 6 are competing in the Keon Park District interschool winter sports each Friday. 
This term, the students are competing against other local schools in netball, tee ball, soccer and football. 
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Interschool sport 

 
 
 
 

Teachers at William Ruthven Primary School engage in regular professional learning after school to improve 
the educational outcomes of our students. In 2021, teachers began a professional learning series, Teaching 
mathematics, that employs evidence-based teaching and learning strategies. This year, teachers have been 
broadening their knowledge and skills for teaching geometric and spatial thinking. 

  
 
 
 
 
 Find about number- 
 based strategies  
 employed at our  
 school by visiting  
 Donald Eddington’s  
 YouTube channel. 

Teacher professional learning 

https://www.youtube.com/c/DEtvDonaldEddington/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/DEtvDonaldEddington/videos
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In 56A, students have been working on achieving their mathematics goals which were set for them at the 
end of term 1. They estimated their answers and then solved various addition and subtraction problems 
that involved renaming numbers. They also wrote word problems to match each question.  

56A student work 
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During reading sessions, the students in grade 56B have been learning about and using a variety of  
strategies to help them better understand what they have read when reading fiction and non-fiction texts. 
The students have selected their favourite strategy to share with you.  

56B student work 
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In 56C, students have been writing narrative and persuasive texts. In terms of their written texts, the  
students have been focussing on quality rather than quantity. They have been practising their planning and 
editing skills. One of their main goals has been to use paragraphs appropriately. 

 
 

56C student work 
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Our annual school photos have been taken and are now ready to order. 
 

Arthur Reed Photos uses an online ordering system where you can view your photos prior to ordering. 
On photo day all students received a flyer which includes a code unique to them. You will require this 2022 
code to register online and view your photos. 
 

If you have already registered, you will receive an email or SMS from Arthur Reed Photos with a link to view 
your photos. 
 

If you have not yet registered, please go to order.arphotos.com.au and enter your code to complete your 
order. 
 

If you have misplaced your registration code, please contact the Arthur Reed Photos customer service team 
directly on 5243 4390 (option 1) or customerservice@arphotos.com.au. 
 

Please note that you will need to register online with your 2022 photo code to gain access to this year’s 
images. 
 

All photo packages will be sent directly to your nominated address, so please ensure that you enter the  
correct details and nominated shipping address upon checkout. 
 

If you require any assistance ordering your photos, please contact Arthur Reed Photos directly on  
5243 4390 (option 1) or email customerservice@arphotos.com.au 

http://www.order.arphotos.com.au
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au


 

Call us on 9460 1668 to book a place for 
your child to attend Step into Prep. 

William Ruthven Primary School 
60 Merrilands Road, Reservoir 3073 

Telephone: 9460 1668 

Email: william.ruthven.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au 

May 

• Storytime: Stories and developmental play (Fridays throughout the year, 9:00 am - 9:50 am) 

• Step into Prep and Prep transition information night (Tuesday, 17 May, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm) 

• Open day/Open afternoon (Wednesday, 25 May) 

June: Step into Prep sessions 

• Music (Thursday, 2 June, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Science (Thursday, 9 June, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Gym time (Thursday, 16 June, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Visual arts (Thursday, 23 June, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

August: Step into Prep sessions 

• Library (Thursday, 4 August, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Teddy bears’ picnic/playground fun (Thursday, 11 August, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Robotics (Thursday, 18 August, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 

• Music (Thursday, 25 August, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm)  

November and December: 2023 Prep transition sessions 

• Information session for parents/carers of enrolled preps (Wednesday, 2 November, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm) 

• Small-group transition sessions for enrolled students: 

   ○ Session 1 (Monday, 7 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

   ○ Session 2 (Wednesday, 9 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

   ○ Session 3 (Monday, 14 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

   ○ Session 4 (Friday, 18 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

   ○ Session 5 (Wednesday, 23 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

   ○ Session 6 (Friday, 25 November, 11:20 am, 12:00 pm or 12:40 pm) 

• Whole-class transition session for enrolled students: 

   ○ Session 7 (Tuesday, 13 December, 11:20 am - 1:20 pm) 

Step into Prep and Prep transition sessions 
Our Step into Prep sessions are open to all children who begin school in 2023. The sessions are run after 

school so that your child’s kinder and/or early childhood sessions are maintained. 
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