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Thank you
Flexible and remote learning has been a challenge for everyone –
students, parents and staff. I would like to acknowledge the truly
incredible job that everyone has done in a very challenging situation.
Thank you to School Council for their support during this period.
Also, a special thank you to Peter Marco (Assistant Principal), Liz
Lukovska (Acting Business Manager) and Amy Buckley (Acting
Learning Specialist) who have been a huge support to me this term.
Flexible and remote learning is coming to an end
As per advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that
• Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 (including Dylan Nulty’s Year 2s) return on Tuesday, 26 May.
• Years 3 – 6 (including Dylan Nulty’s Year 3s) return to school on Tuesday, 9 June.
To support teachers in preparing for the transition back to face-to-face teaching, a
state-wide pupil-free day will be held on Monday, 25 May.
Information about the return to school can be translated into a variety of languages when
you visit: https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/164.
Our focus when back on site will be rebuilding student connections, reading, writing and
mathematics. Teachers will also undertake reading assessments with all students.
Family Fun Day Friday (22 May)
The Victorian Government School Agreement (which documents
staff working conditions) states that teachers must be given a
Professional Practice Day (PPD) each term. The Agreement
continues to apply when schools are operating remotely.
In order to fulfil my industrial obligations as a principal, while minimising any further
disruption to student learning, the teachers’ PPD will be on Friday, 22 May. On this day
students will be provided with a host of family fun activities, games and challenges by the
specialist staff and me. This day will be titled Family Fun Day Friday.
Student reports (Semester 1)
The Department of Education and Training (DET) has advised, in recognition that schools
have adopted revised teaching and learning plans for Term 2, that student reports this
semester will be more succinct. Families will receive a checklist-style report for English
and mathematics and a comment on how your child adjusted to the remote and
flexible learning environment.
Schools are not required to provide Victorian Curriculum scores (the summary dots page)
for semester 1 due to being remote for most of term 2.
Three-way conferences (Semester 1)
Three-way conferences will proceed as planned on Thursday, 25
June. However, due to needing to restrict parents and carers from
coming on site, the conferences will be done by telephone and/or
video conference. Details for booking a time will be sent home soon.
Donald Eddington
Principal
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What is working well when learning at home?
Let’s learn from one another. We would like you to share your tips
and strategies for successful remote learning with other families.
If you have suggestions (and possibly a photo to share of your
family learning at home), please email them to the school via:
william.ruthven.ps@education.vic.gov.au.
What l have found to be working well at home is having an allocated work area set up for my kids. I use
my dining room table. I have each child at each end of the table. I sit in the middle that way l can support
and guide them easier. The other thing that is working is l print off their lessons for the day, we go through
and highlight the important information, for example questions that need to be answered. Having a child
with a disability, I do not want them to feel overwhelmed so l only give them one task at a time. When that
is completed we move onto the next. I always start with their weaker tasks in the morning as they are
more focused to stay on task than what they are in the afternoon. (Cathy, Parent)
Here are a few tips that have helped us along the way combined with ideas from other parents.
 Try to keep to a similar daily schedule for consistency.
 If possible, have an area set up to work with all the supplies you need at easy reach.
 Ensure you have breaks and move around and stretch. Going outside for fresh air even for 5 minutes.
 Drink water and have healthy snacks available like they do at school.
 If you have any questions ask the teachers. They are there to help and understand the challenges.
 Keep the lines of communication open.
 Give lots of encouragement and praise to your child and yourself. We are all doing a great job.
 Some days will be better than others and sometimes you may need to step away from the task and
come back to it later in the day.
 If possible, print out the instructions. Seeing it in print rather than on a screen can sometimes help.
 Break down the task into smaller sections. Crossing off steps can help with a sense of achievement.
 While consistency is important so is being flexible. Understand that things may need to change due to
different circumstances or your child is just having one of those days. Don’t stress, everybody is in the
same boat and you need to know you are not alone. (Penny, Parent)

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

