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We are all back for the final weeks of term 2
It has been great to have all of our students back on site. The Year 3 - 6 students have
transitioned well with our staggered start/finish times, and split recess and lunch times.
Student reports
Next Monday (22 June), your child will bring home our new checklist-style report for
English and mathematics. There will also be a comment on how your child adjusted to the
remote and flexible learning environment. Schools are not required to provide Victorian
Curriculum scores (the dots page) for semester 1 due to being remote for most of term 2.
Parent teacher interviews
Thursday, 25 June is a pupil-free day as we have parentteacher interviews. Students do not come to school on this
day. To book, go to www.schoolinterviews.ca/code and enter
the code gdj2m. Next, enter your details, select the teachers
and choose from the times that are available.
Catching on early: Sexuality education
Sexuality and human development is part of the Victorian Curriculum.
This will be taught at our school in term 4 using the Department’s
Catching On Early program. To support the program’s introduction, we
are pleased to announce that Jenny Walsh, a key author of the program,
will be presenting an education session for parents and carers on
Wednesday, 19 August (6:00 pm - 7:30 pm).
This session is open to all parents and carers. Jenny will talk about:
• Putting sexuality education in context.
• What is and what is not addressed by the program.
• Cyber safety-related issues such as sexting.
Fruit and vegetables at 9:50 am: A trial
We are trialling students eating a portion of fruit or vegetable at
9:50 am. This is not a ‘break’. The students will keep working as they
eat the fruit or vegetables. You might like to pack some additional
fruit or vegetables in your child’s lunchbox during this trial period.
I wish all families and staff a restful school break. Term 2 finishes on
Friday, 26 June. We have two finishing times. See page 3 for details.
Donald Eddington
Principal
Sustainability @ WRPS
Our school promotes and recognises sustainable practices through its Active travel and
Rubbish-free lunch awards, which are announced during Tuesday afternoon assembly.
Active travel award

The grades with the highest
percentage of active travel
this week are:
• 45A (17 June)

Rubbish-free lunch award

The grades with the highest
percentage of rubbish-free
lunch this week are:
• 12B (17 June)
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5 June

12 June

Prep A

Sebastian

Laya

1/2A

Tiahnee

Ayden

1/2B

Alice

Asil

2/3A

Dylan H

Aasia

3/4A

Ally

Aiva

3/4B

Sam

Layla

4/5A

Crystal

Ali

5/6A

Rabika

Emily

5/6B

Aylin

Dean

Student attendance
Regular attendance is important in order for students to maximise learning
potential, and build and maintain strong friendships. In 2019:
• 29% (62 students) missed between 0 and 9.5 days of learning.
• 30% (65 students) missed between 10 and 19.5 days of learning.
• 20% (43 students) missed between 20 and 29.5 days of learning.
• 22% (47 students) missed more than 30 days of learning.
0 – 2 days of absence
per semester

2.5 – 5 days of absence
per semester

5.5 – 7 days of absence
per semester

7.5+ days of absence
per semester

Your child can expect to
achieve his/her maximum
learning potential with this
attendance rate. He/she has
the potential to build and
maintain strong friendships.

Your child’s absences may be
making it difficult for him/
her to achieve his/her full
potential.

Your child is missing valuable
learning time. It is likely that
your child will find it difficult
to keep up with his/her
school work. Your child may
not be achieving his/her
potential in the classroom.

Your child is at risk of not
achieving the ‘minimum’
learning expectations in
relation to his/her potential.
He/She is also at risk of
losing connection with his/
her peers.

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the Skool Bag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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School Council news
School council met on Monday, 15 June. We discussed our current
school uniform. Our school uniform policy is up for renewal, so over
the coming months we will address that policy in collaboration with
the school community.
Sub-committees were also formed. They are Finance, Education and
Building & Grounds. The school community is welcome to join these
committees. Meeting dates and times will become available shortly.
Christine Crosta
School Council President
Uniform shop
There have been some changes made to the way we process our uniform orders.
We now require you to place your order over the telephone, and then pay in full
either by direct deposit or EFT.
While we do have some uniforms available for purchase on site, your order will be
processed through the manufacturer (PSW). Your uniform order should arrive in
approximately 8 weeks from the time that your order was processed.
If you are a health care card holder, you may also be eligible for uniform support via State School Relief.
If you have any queries, please contact Lee Phillipson.

Message for Year 6 parents and carers:
An opportunity to meet with staff at William Ruthven Secondary College
If you have decided to enrol at William Ruthven Secondary College, we wanted to let you
know that, as part of our year 7 transition process, we will meet individually with each
student and their family in term 4 of this year. This will be an opportunity to meet key
staff, get an overview of the school and to ensure your child is set up for success in Year
7.
We are aware though that we did not get to hold our annual information session for Year 6 parents.
If you have some questions you would like answered now please call:
• Andrew Elborough – Acting School Principal, or
• Glenn Esnouf – Assistant Principal
Both Glenn and Andrew are happy to chat and can be contacted on 9462 2177.
Back on our feet ... Let’s do it!
Strangely, lockdown has made us more familiar with our local streets and neighbours than ever before.
Parents have retrieved bikes from the back of the shed and realised what they’ve been missing out on.
Young ones have moved off their training wheels and older kids enjoyed a bit of independent walking and
riding as a substitute for playground activity.
So, let’s not lose the fitness and confidence when we get back to school!
Darebin Council has local TravelSmart maps for planning your journey,
Bike e-news, and on-road bike confidence classes are resuming this June.
Visit www.darebin.vic.gov.au/darebinlovesbikes for more information.
School finishes early on Friday, 26 June
This term we have two finish times.
Students with the following surnames finish
at 2:20 pm: A, B, H, I, J, K, L and S.
All other students finish at 2:30 pm.
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Prep
Ms Nanni

On Monday, the preps began learning about ordinal numbers. That's when the number tells us the
position of something. To learn about ordinal numbers the preps participated in running races to see who would
come first, second, third and forth. After the fun time outside running our races, the preps tried their very best to
write sentences about what they did during maths! Have a look at some of the amazing work the preps have done.
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YUMARRALA NGARRDJI
Give knowledge
ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER NDIS ACCESS PROJECT
Banyule Community Health Services, Eastern Melbourne Primary Health Network and Wellways are working
together on Yumarrala Ngarrdji – a project that seeks to identify and address the barriers that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities face in accessing the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
We are also interested in producing culturally relevant resources for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
community regarding the NDIS. We understand how important it is for community members to have a voice and
are therefore seeking community participation in the production of these resources.
Do you have experience with the NDIS? Would you like to be paid for sharing your time and expertise in
producing NDIS resources specific to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community? If you answered yes,
we want to hear from you! Please call Julio on 0448 107 034 or email jestorninho@wellways.org for more
information.
Please note : due to the COVID-19 pandemic our co-production team meetings will be conducted online via
Zoom. You must have access to a computer and knowledge of Zoom to participate.

A free service that supports us mob through the NDIS?
Deadly!
Banyule Community Health Aboriginal Health Team, EACH, EMPHN, Oonah, VAHS and Wellways are working in partnership to
support community members access the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
Yumarrala Ngarrdji is a FREE service that can assist you in applying for funding, developing, renewing or reviewing an NDIS
plan, or gaining better value from your existing supports and services.

Aboriginal Health Team
EACH
EMPHN
Oonah
VAHS
Wellways

Jamie Baxter
Debbie Wilkinson
Mental Health Referral and
Access team
Miranda Leon-Madgwick
Gavin Brown
Julio Estorninho

jbaxter@bchs.org.au
debbie.wilkinson@each.com.au
03 9800 1071

referral.access@emphn.org.au

0432 173 378
0448 565 666
0448 107 034

ndisengagement@hicsa.org.au
gavin.brown@vahs.org.au
jestorninho@wellways.org
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OSHClub Newsletter

Monday, 15 June 2020

William Ruthven

Last Day of Term – Friday, 26 June at 2:30pm
We will be finishing up for term 2 on Friday, 26 June. School will finish early at 2:20 & 2:30pm.
We will be running the program from 2:20pm. Please ensure your child/ren come straight over to
after care.
Pupil Free Day
Please be advised that Thursday, 25 June is a Pupil free day and OSHClub WILL NOT be running a
program on this day. Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.
STOP and CALL
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we ask that parents/guardians do not enter the school
grounds during pick up until further notice. Please SMS or call us and one of our friendly team
members will meet you at gate-3 entry point (gate closest to OSHClub room) to sign your child/ren
out. We thank you for your cooperation in keeping our children and OSHC community safe during
this unusual time.
Throughout the last few weeks the children were engaged in a variety of activities to celebrate the
Queen’s Birthday and World Ocean Day.

Week beginning 15 June 2020

Theme: World Music Day

DAY
MONDAY

ACTIVITIES
Musical Statues

ACTIVITIES
Investigating musical instruments

TUESDAY

Musical Hoops

Paper plate Tambourine

WEDNESDAY

Musical chairs

Water Xylophone Music

Freeze tag

Egg Maracas

Walk, stop, clap, hop game

Clapper

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Menu:

A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, cheese (either tasty or fetta)
accompanied by either pita bread & dips, rice crackers and corn thins.

Parent Information
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412 OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735
Program Coordinator: Vandna Program Assistant: Sandra
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!!
Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online
account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

