
 

A smooth start to term 3 (almost) 
Students returned to school settled and ready to learn. The classrooms and the yard were 
calm with students continuing to demonstrate our school’s values of respect, compassion 
and confidence. Visitors had commented on the students’ good behaviour. And then the 
lockdown orders were put in place. Given this is our fifth lockdown, the staff have  
become very adept in putting things in place to support learning at home. 
 

Remote and flexible learning 5.0 
The Department’s priorities for schools this week and next week are: 
1. Ensure attendance is marked accurately (via the WebEx roll call). 

2. Complete a wellbeing check-in (for students who have not logged in to the WebEx roll  
      call). This will be done once live teaching has concluded. 
3. Teaching and learning programs – including the Tutor program.  
 

Your child’s teacher will have emailed you the schedule for the continuation of our live 
online teaching model including your child’s reading and tutor group days and times. 
 

Just a reminder that assembly will take place on Thursday at 2:30 pm in my WebEx room. 
Class meetings/wellbeing check-ins will take place at 2:30 pm on Mondays and Fridays in 

your child’s teacher’s WebEx room. 
 

Staffing updates 
COVID19 has necessitated the closure of international borders, which has 
reduced the number of students presenting to enrol in intensive English  
language programs at the Collingwood English Language School.  
 

In term 3, Iain Murray (teacher from Collingwood English Language School) 
has been placed at our school to provide additional teaching and learning 
support to EAL (English as an Additional Language) learners. 
 

We have also appointed a new 5/6 teacher to replace Emma Pei. Michael 
Hicks comes to us from Charles La Trobe College. He begins on Monday, 2 August. 
 

New dates for the Year 5/6 camp 
The 5/6 camp was due to take place next week (28 – 30 July). 
Given the lockdown is meant to end at 11:59 pm on Tuesday 
27 – with camp booked for Wednesday 28 – and no one 
knowing what the restrictions might look like post lockdown, 
there was a degree of uncertainty. In consultation with Wara-
tah Beach Camp, and with the full endorsement of School 
Council, the dates for the 5/6 camp have been moved (again).  
The 5/6 camp will now take place from Monday, 16 August until  
Wednesday, 18 August. 
 

Finalising Prep for 2022  
Just a reminder that if you have not completed an enrolment form for Prep for next year, 
please contact the office. We are finalising numbers for 2022 classes. 
 

Preps to celebrate 100 days of school 
Preps celebrate an important milestone next Friday. Please see page 6 of this newsletter 
for details about this special event.. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 
 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

JULY 2021 

30    Prep 100 Days 
        of school 

 

August 2021 

04 Aust Maths 
Competition 

10 Consent & 
Sexuality  
parent/carer 
session 

16 School  
Council mtg 

16 5/6 Waratah 
Beach Camp 
departure 

17 5/6 Waratah 
Beach Camp 
departure 

18 5/6 Waratah 
Beach Camp 
return 

24 Scholastic 
book fair 

27 Book week 
parade 

  

September 2021 

14 School concert 

17 Term 3 ends 
2:30 pm finish 

 

October 2021 

04 Term 4 begins 
8:50 am start 

18 School  
Council mtg 

Pupil-free days 

Our pupil-free days 

for 2021 are: 

• Mon 1 November 
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Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

Parent Education session: Tuesday, 10 August 
As advised earlier in term 2, the teaching of consent in all Victorian government schools is mandatory. 
Schools are mandated to teach students about consent in an age-appropriate way from Prep to Year 12. 
 

Teachers will be using the Department’s Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and  
learning materials to develop our students’ social and emotional skills, positive gender norms and address 
the prevention of gender-based violence. 
 

As with all areas of the curriculum, teachers will use their professional judgement to determine the appropri-
ateness of any given resource in terms of being age appropriate and suitable for the needs of the students 
that they teach. In the week beginning 16 August, staff will be teaching Unit 8 of the Resilience, Rights and 
Respectful Relationships program. The units can be accessed via: 
• Prep                    • Year 3 and 4 

• Year 1 and 2       • Year 5 and 6 
 

Prior to teaching these units, parents and carers are invited to attend an evening information 
session with Jenny Walsh on Tuesday, 10 August (6:30 – 8:00 pm). Jenny was commissioned 
by the Department to develop Catching On Early: Sexuality education for Victorian primary 
schools. Jenny ran a session for parents/carers at our school in 2020. 
 
 
Supporting your child at home with mathematics 
DEtv employs a step-by-step approach to show current methodology for teaching  
mathematics. The clips have been used as part of a professional development  
program for teachers at William Ruthven Primary School.  
 

While the clips are low-tech, they are helpful due to their simplicity, setting out and  
consistent use of language. This resource was created on the belief that students  
learn in different ways; while specific strategies may work for some students, alternate 
ones may be needed for other students. And so the demonstrations are designed to 
build teachers' pedagogical content knowledge. 
 

Visit and subscribe: https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington  

Actions that support positive mental health 

During times of change or uncertainty, your child may require some support 
with their mental health. Encourage your child to:  

• Exercise and eat healthily to boost their mood  

• Prioritise sleep to support mental and emotional wellbeing  

• Explore relaxation techniques and coping strategies  

• Stay in touch with friends and loved ones  

• Make time to do things they enjoy  

• Practice positive self-talk, and remind them they are not alone  

• Seek help if needed via the KidsHelpline on 1800 55 1800. 

https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/d722b857-8d78-4afd-8519-2bc7801d5590/RRRRIntro.pdf
https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/d722b857-8d78-4afd-8519-2bc7801d5590/RRRRIntro.pdf
https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/893b7ed8-1f0a-4b6b-a2d0-c4a037ea0216/RRRR%20Foundation.pdf
https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/7327c6bf-696a-41c4-8fc3-3c45dccdc8bd/RRRR3and4.pdf
https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/29b6985a-935d-4053-97c9-f776a99b0fb6/RRRR1and2.pdf
https://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/b74ae78a-995a-4a73-8361-3a200d448bd7/RRRR5and6new.pdf
file:///C:/Users/02310462/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/WE22KLEJ/Sexuality%20education%20for%20Victorian%20primary%20schools
file:///C:/Users/02310462/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/WE22KLEJ/Sexuality%20education%20for%20Victorian%20primary%20schools
https://www.youtube.com/DEtvDonaldEddington
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 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

 We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

 To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

 williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

 Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 For the week ending 25 June 

Prep 

 

Hashem For following instructions and using his manners during library time. 

1/2A 
 

Alice For writing detailed information reports. 

1/2B 
 

Reyane For showing persistence when sounding out words.  

2/3A 
 

Nihal For working hard to improve your bookwork and handwriting.  

3/4A 
 

Heidi For her hard work and dedication across all learning areas.  

3/4B 
 

Mia  For being dedicated to improving her work in all areas. 

5/6A 
 

Abi For writing detailed answers to questions about the book One Step At A Time.  

5/6B 
 

Miranda For working cooperatively with her partner during their Market Day preparations. 

5/6C 
 

Kayan For completing all her learning tasks to a high standard. 

 For the week ending 16 July 

Prep 

 

Isaac For demonstrating an increasing confidence in all areas of his learning. 

1/2A 
 

Tyson L For making fantastic progress with sounding out words. 

1/2B 
 

Kristian For writing a very interesting recount of market day.  

2/3A 
 

Chloe For persisting when solving division problems. 

3/4A 
 

Louis For his focussed work with partition division problems. 

3/4B 
 

Ayesha For trying different strategies when solving division problems. 

5/6A 
 

Abdul For presenting his chipping away method for division to a high standard. 

5/6B 
 

Aleta  For working co-operatively with her group at their Market Day Stall.  

5/6C 
 

Jana  For working hard at market day. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
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 Year 5/6 Market Day 
 

The Year 5/6 Market Day was held on Wednesday, 14 July. The day was originally scheduled to take 
place last term but had to be postponed due to the previous lockdown so we were lucky to have the one 
on Wednesday prior to the current lockdown. 
 

The day was very successful and there was certainly an air of excitement for shoppers and market  
holders alike. The day ended up raising $1358.75 for Food Bank. Thank you to students, parents,  
carers and staff for supporting this student-led fundraiser.  
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Visual arts: Pop Art 
 

In Visual Arts last term, the Prep to Year 6 students learnt about an artist called Andy Warhol, and the art 
movement called Pop Art. Students discovered what Pop Art represents and enjoyed recreating and  
designing their own versions.  
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School Council news 
School Council is looking to build parent voice and representation via 
its sub-committees. If you are interested in joining a sub-committee, 
please contact the school on 9460 1668. 
 

Melinda Spiteri (President) can be contacted by email. Melinda’s 
email address is Melinda.Spiteri2@education.vic.gov.au.  
 

New uniform stock: Up to 50% off  
We have a limited range of LW Reid uniform stock that is available for families to  
purchase. Please contact the office on 9460 1668 to make a purchase via credit card  
or come to the office to make your purchase. 
 

Please note that the uniform stock is only current as at the time of newsletter  
publication.  

ITEM 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 S 

Box pleat shorts: $10 (was $19) 0 10 6 7 0 11 0 0 

Stretch bootleg pants $10 (was $21) 8 11 12 1 5 0 11 0 

Cargo shorts $10 (was $21) 0 4 11 0 23 11 14 0 

Gabardine double knee trousers: $10 (was $21) 6 21 20 13 20 18 13 0 

Rugby top: $20 (was $38.50) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Woollen jumper: $30 (was ($55) 7 2 0 0 0 6 0 0 

Second hand uniforms 
We accept secondhand uniforms that can be passed onto other families at no cost. We are ask that these 
donated uniforms are in good condition and have been washed prior to your kind donation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aside from being able to communicate in another language,  
some of the benefits of learning a second language include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to know more about the benefits of learning a language? Check out: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/languages-education-factsheet-how-languages-can-boost-your-

childs-brainpower.docx  
 
 

The WRPS Council has established a  
Languages Working Party to review the 

school’s language program. 

Enhanced English literacy skills Enhanced creativity and problem solving 

Enhanced memory and concentration Broader cultural awareness and tolerance 

More news on the WRPS language program review coming soon! 
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Step into Prep info session 

• Tuesday, 4 May 2021 

• 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

• In the library space 

Call us on 9460 1668 to book a place for 
your child to attend Step into Prep. 

Please bring a face mask 
to wear for cases when 
1.5 m social distancing 
cannot be maintained. 

Step into Prep 

Our Step into Prep program is open to all four year olds who will be enrolling in prep for 2022.  

The program is not limited to children enrolling at William Ruthven Primary School for next year.  

All four year olds are welcome to attend as the program will assist them in their transition to school. 

We would appreciate it if you could forward this information to friends and families – particularly those with 
children who are starting school next year. 

Postponed 
until term 3 
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