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Principal’s message
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•
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•

COMPASSION

Ideas for supporting home learning
You can support your child with learning from home by:
• Having a routine and setting expectations
• Making sure your child has a space in which to work
• Providing a level of supervision suitable to your child’s needs
• Communicating with your child’s teacher/s
• Helping your child to manage and pace their work.
WebEx Reading and WebEx Reading intervention
We have received some wonderful feedback from families about WebEx Reading and
WebEx Reading intervention. If you are experiencing difficulty logging on to WebEx or
SeeSaw (our online learning platform), please contact your child’s teacher.
WebEx Reading has been valuable. My kids
were happy to see their teachers and their
classmates. I think the small reading groups
getting together twice a week is a great
idea. Good for everyone to see other faces
and engage with other people!
(Diana, Parent)

We've settled back into remote learning
reasonably well. I think the WebEx Reading
groups are a particularly good change - they
help the kids to feel connected to their classmates and teacher and gives the teacher a
chance to engage with the students directly.
(Tamara, Parent)

Wellness Wednesday
The Victorian Government School Agreement (which documents staff working conditions)
states that teachers must be given a Professional Practice Day (PPD) each term. The
Agreement continues to apply when schools are operating remotely.
In order to fulfil my industrial obligations, while minimising disruption to
student learning, the teachers’ PPD will be on Wednesday, 5 August. On
this day students will be provided with a host of fun challenges and games
by specialist staff and me. This day will be called Wellness Wednesday.
The ‘school diary’
COVID-19 restrictions have meant that we have had to re-schedule some school events,
postpone others and, unfortunately in some cases, cancel some activities.
• School photographs have been rescheduled for a third time. This time for 7 October.
• The Year 3 and 4 sleep-over has had to be cancelled.
• The biannual scripted school concert has been postponed until 2021. However, we still
hope to hold a version of our annual ‘Celebration’ night at the end of the year.
• All excursions, in-school activities and interschool sport are still ‘on hold’.
We will still run the following parent sessions via WebEx:
• Sexuality education: ‘Catching On Early’ information session (19 August)
• 2021 Year 5 & 6 Warratah Beach Camp information session (2 September)
Finalising Prep for 2021
Just a reminder, if you have not completed an enrolment form for prep for next year,
please contact the office for a form. We are needing to finalise numbers for 2021 classes.
Donald Eddington
Principal
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Prep 2021
We are finalising Prep enrolments for 2021. Do you have a child who will be
starting school in 2021? Have you completed an enrolment form?
If you have a child who is due to start school next year it is important that you
complete an enrolment form and return it with both a copy of your child’s birth
certificate and immunisation certificate. Please contact Mary Ioannidis our
Enrolment Officer on 9460 1668 by Friday, 31 July.
Automatic enrolment at our school is based on whether:
(1) William Ruthven Primary School is your closest school. This is determined
by the Department of Education and Training’s ’Find my school’ website:
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au.
(2) Your child has an older brother or sister already enrolled at William Ruthven Primary School.
Priority enrolments may be provided to children who have an older brother or sister enrolled at William
Ruthven Secondary College.
For parents and carers who are enrolling outside of our school zone, and do not fit the above criteria, your
enrolment will be placed on a waiting list. Enrolments may be accepted if places are available at particular
year levels.

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the Skool Bag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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School Council news
School council met on Monday, 27 July and have formed a working party to
review our current school uniform.
Christine Crosta
School Council President
Google Translate
To support parents and carers (for whom English is not their first language), a number of important emails/
Skoolbag posts have a link to our website. These website pages have Google Translate so you can choose
the language that you prefer. This means everyone has access to health and student learning information.
Translatable information emailed and posted:
• Term 3 learning and key information (13 July)
• Flexible and remote teaching and learning (15 July)
• Supporting the mental wellbeing of you and your family (17 July)
• Community Navigation Service (17 July)
• Keeping your family safe online (17 July)
• NBN (internet) relief fund (20 July)
• Face masks and school (20 July)
Face masks
Wearing face masks became mandatory in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire. While you can
remove your face mask to eat and drink, it is important to remove the mask completely. That is, do not hang
the mask around your neck. Remember to sanitize after removing and putting your mask back on.

Thank you
A huge thank you to Nga Le mother of Justin (5/6B) for making all of the staff face
masks. It is greatly appreciated.
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Grades 1/2A & 1/2B
Year 1/2 students have been learning about money. They are learning to identify the value of coins and place
them in order from lowest to highest value. They are also learning to count small collections of coins and notes.
They created imaginary lunch orders to practise using money.
Year 1/2 students have also been learning about mass. They are learning to use vocabulary such as “heavier” and
“lighter” to describe objects and they have been learning to use balance scales to compare and order the mass of
objects.
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OSHCLUB NEWSLETTER
WEDNESDAY 29 JULY, 2020
Welcome Back
We would like to welcome all families back to term 3, whether you are attending at school or remote
learning. Those of you that are engaging in remote learning, we hope this is an easy and enjoyable
experience for all during these unprecedented times.
OSHC at HOME
Please be sure to check your emails and look out for the communication from head office in regards to a
special edition of OSHC at HOME being made available specifically to Victorian families during this
lockdown period. Be sure to try out some of the awesome activities and have some fun during your time
at home. It’s a great way to break the monotony and stresses of being stuck at home day after day.
STOP and CALL
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we ask that parents/ guardians do not enter the school grounds
during pick up until further notice. Please SMS or call us and one of our friendly team members will meet
you at Gate-3 entry point (gate closest to OSHClub room) to sign your child/ren out. We thank you for
your cooperation in keeping our children and OSHC community safe during this unusual time.
Throughout the last few weeks, children have been engaged with variety of activities in recognition of
Schools Tree Day and International Friendship Week, along with engaging in fun crafts, group games
and gardening.

William Ruthven OSHClub

Week of 3 August 2020
DAY

Theme- Jeans for Genes Day
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

Botchi

Jeans for Genes Day Bookmark

TUESDAY

Corners

Jeans for Genes Day Find a Word

Beanbag Throw

DNA Strawberry Experiment

Change places if…

Genetic Traits Test

Balloon Volleyball

Jeans for Genes Day Bunting

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Menu:
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta)
accompanied by either pita bread & dips, rice crackers, corn thins, bread sandwich and cooking
experiences.
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412 OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735
Program Coordinator: Amanda Program Assistant: Sandra

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings
please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

