
 

Happy Fathers’ Day 
We hope that all our dads, caregivers, uncles, grandfathers and  
other special persons have a special day on Sunday. Hopefully, you 
are still able to connect as family, through the use of technology, to 
celebrate Fathers’ Day. 

 
Staying active while learning from home. 
When children participate in regular physical activity, it boosts their physical and mental 
health and improves academic performance. Physical activity throughout the day also  
improves concentration, and the ability to retain information and solve problems. There 
are many benefits to being active and getting your move on, but a lot of children are not 
moving enough, particularly while learning from home.  

To help support your children to stay active while learning from home, families can access 
a range of free COVIDSafe ideas to stay active and games through Get Active Victoria: 
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/around-home. 

 
Digital Disco reward for William Ruthven PS families 
Join us at a digital disco on Friday, 3 September (5:00 – 6:00 pm). 
This is a reward for all of the hard work our students have been 
doing during remote and flexible learning. There is no cost and  
attendance is optional. 
 

Please note: The way the Digital Disco is set up, families will only be able to see DJ Sam. 
He cannot see families and families cannot see each other. This is done as a safety 
measure. For more information, see: https://www.kidsdiscos.com.au.  
 

The Digital Disco will be hosted on the Zoom platform. The access link was emailed to 
families on 27 August at 7:04 pm. Please check your email for the link. 
 

You might like to dress up for the ‘night out’. We would appreciate a photo of your child/
family participating in the Digital Disco for the newsletter. Please email your photo on  
Friday, 3 September to donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au. Thanks in anticipation. 

 
Family Quiz night reward for William Ruthven PS families 
Join us at a quiz night on Friday, 10 September (5:00 – 6:00 pm). 
This is another reward for all of the hard work our students have 
been doing during remote and flexible learning. There is no cost 
and attendance is optional. 
 

Families are invited to contribute questions and answers for the quiz night by emailing  
penelope.fratto@education.vic.gov.au. More details have been posted to SkoolBag about 
how your family can contribute to the night. 

 
$5000 facilities upgrade for OSH Club 
The Junior Adventures Group will be spending $5000.00 to update our resources at  
OSHClub. Laura and Sandra will consult with the students on what new resources they 
would like to see in the service, possibly focusing on STEAM (Science, Technology,  
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics), new sports equipment, sustainability projects, etc. 

 
Laptops to support remote and flexible learning 
If your require a laptop to support learning from home, please contact us on 9460 1668. 
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Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 
 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

Pupil-free days 

Our pupil-free days 

for 2021 are: 

• Mon 1 November 

September 2021 

03 Digital disco 
5pm—6pm 

08 5/6C parent/ 
tchr interviews 

10 Family quiz 
5pm-6pm 

17 Term 3 ends 
2:30 pm finish 

  

October 2021 

04 Term 4 begins 
8:50 am start 

08 Krispy Kreme 
pick up 2:30pm 

  

November 2021 

01 Pupil-free day 
No school 

02 Melb. Cup 
No school 

10 2022 Prep info 
evening for 
new families 
7pm—8 pm 

  

December 2021 

15 Year 5/6 camp  
departs 

17 Year 5/6 camp  
returns 

  

Other 2021 events 

TBC Book week 
parade 

TBC School concert 

TBC Year 3 & 4 
sleepover 

https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/around-home
https://www.kidsdiscos.com.au
mailto:Donald.Eddington@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:penelope.fratto@education.vic.gov.au
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Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

Reporting your child’s absence 
If your child is not attending WebEx or uploading work to SeeSaw during remote and flexible learning, the 
classroom teacher is required to follow up with a wellbeing check. 
 

We would appreciate it, if your child is ‘absent’ for the day (not attending WebEx or uploading work to  
SeeSaw), then you report their absence in one of the following ways: 
1. Email the classroom teacher. 

2. Text the school on 0456 429 161. 

3. Record the absence on SkoolBag. 

4. Call the school on 9460 1668. 
 

This process needs to be completed every day that your child is ‘absent’. 

2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion survey 
All families have been selected to participate in the 2021 Parent/Caregiver/ Guardian 
Opinion Survey. Only ’Adult A’ from your family has been invited to complete the  
survey. It should take 10-15 minutes to complete. It closes on Friday, 3 September.  

Your opinions are important to us and will contribute to the management and  
organisation of our school. The survey is conducted anonymously and it is important 
to us that you complete the survey as honestly as possible. Please refer to my email 
on 31 July and 27 August which was sent to Adult A, for the survey log in details. 
 
Languages program survey 
The William Ruthven Primary School Council has established a Languages Working Party to review the 
school's language program. The Working Party is considering: 

• Government and other regulatory requirements for teaching languages at Victorian government schools. 

• Trends in languages being taught globally, nationally and locally. 

• The needs of students at William Ruthven PS. 

• The feedback and preferences of parents/carers and staff.  

We would like to collect feedback and preferences from parents/carers and staff on our language program. 
The survey will take less than 10 minutes to complete, and it can be completed anonymously if you wish. It 
closes at 11:59 pm on Wednesday, 8 September: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/wrps_language_survey. 

 
Staying COVID-Safe and Vaccinations 
Please continue to check the COVID-19 website for updates on the different tiers of exposure sites, and if 
you have been to any of the listed sites, please monitor for symptoms and get tested. 

With more appointments now available over the next two weeks, we encourage you to book your vaccine at 
Victorian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine online booking system. For more information about eligibility,  
refer to coronavirus.vic.gov.au or use the Australian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker. 

 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/wrps_language_survey
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=54106dcdc6bec7e4&e=a581ca5f3d74b52e
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2Fwho-can-get-vaccinated&data=04%7C01%7CJessica.Rath%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3cd1bd21071042f36f4208d96072db90%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6376468
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au%2Feligibility&data=04%7C01%7CJessica.Rath%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3cd1bd21071042f36f4208d96072db90%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63764686869202
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 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

 We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

 To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

 williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

 Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 For the week ending 20 August 

Prep 

 

Jonathan For maintaining a high standard of work throughout remote learning. 

1/2A 
 

Laya For a great effort at using arrays to solve division problems. 

1/2B 
 

Mashal For always trying her hardest when completing tasks. 

2/3A 
 

Georgia For her increasing confidence and willingness to share ideas during small group 
WebEx meetings.  

3/4A 
 

Ahmed For demonstrating dedication and increasing confidence to share his ideas in our 
online poetry unit.  

3/4B 
 

Elvin For putting a lot of effort into completing his tasks to a high standard in remote 
learning. 

5/6A 
 

Nicolai For showing his working out and explaining his reasoning to answer multiplication 
and division word problems.  

5/6B 
 

Phillip For making sure that his mathematics work is well set out and that he is showing 
all of his working out. 

5/6C 
 

Charlotte For her incredible writing piece about plastics and how they damage our  
environment.  

 For the week ending 27 August 

Prep 

 

Zara For her vivid use of descriptive language in her sensory poem about the ocean. 

1/2A 
 

Milena For having a positive attitude to online learning and always trying her best. 

1/2B 
 

Noah For his improved confidence when reading aloud. 

2/3A 
 

Mason For focusing hard to write a series of haiku poems, recognising the syllables in 
each line. 

3/4A 
 

Dylan H For working hard to create a range of detailed, rhyming poems with interesting 
adjectives. 

3/4B 
 

Tyler For writing so much detail by using evidence in his predictions. 

5/6A 
 

Marcus For doing a great job working independently and trying your hardest during remote 
learning 

5/6B 
 

Lochlan For taking his time to complete tasks neatly and for having the confidence to ask 
for assistance when he needs it. 

5/6C 
 

Angus For always giving his work 100% effort even when it is challenging. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
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National Science Week: Prep - 1/2B 
National Science Week 2021 was held 14 - 22 August. The 2021 schools’ theme is Food: Different by 
design. Students in Prep to 1/2B observed and recorded the results of mixing salt, oil and water. The  
students also had the opportunity to make their own lava lamp.  
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National Science Week: 2/3A - 5/6C 
The week provides the opportunity for community participation in high profile science engagement  
activities across the nation. The students explored chemical changes in food and learnt that most  
chemical changes cannot be reversed due to particles being re-arranged to make a new substance. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: Prep 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 1/2A 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 1/2B 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 2/3A 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 3/4A 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 3/4B 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 3/4A 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 3/4B 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Wacky Wellness Wednesday: 5/6C 
Wednesday, 25 August was a day of self-care, wellness and strengthening family connections. 
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Visual arts: Year 3 - 6 student work 
Prior to the recent lockdown, Year 3-6 classes worked on these beautiful watercolour paintings. They  
experimented with different ways to make their planets look effective by mixing water colours.  They also 
used a silver metallic marker to make realistic stars in the  background. 



 

Page 16 


