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November 2021
01

Pupil-free day
No school

02

Melb. Cup
No school

05

Book Week
dress up

10

2022 Prep info
evening for
new families
7pm - 8 pm

12

Krispy Kreme
pick up 2:30pm

December 2021
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2022 Meet the
teacher

07

2022 Year 7
orientation

10

Reports go
home

15

Year 5/6 camp
departs

17

Year 5/6 camp
returns

Other 2021 events
TBC School concert
TBC Year 3 & 4
sleepover

With thanks
In positive psychology, gratitude is strongly and consistently associated with greater
happiness. Gratitude helps people feel more positive emotions, relish good experiences,
improve their mental health, and build strong relationships.
Thank you to our students and families who wrote 142 messages of gratitude to staff.
Below is an example of an expression of gratitude received by staff.
Poem of gratitude
Life is full of highs and lows,
A world filled with many friends and foes.
With mountains and oceans bigger than we,
You opened our eyes and made us what we
want to be.
We have leant many things we ought to be
grateful for,
But it was you who showed us the way to the
door.
You helped me write this poem you see,
And now this skill is used by me.

Language and maths and many other
subjects...
It was your great choice you made not to reject.
And now I offer this poem of gratitude.
I come in peace and not intrude.
For these many years of your hardships where
you did your best,
I hope you will be seated soon, and wish you
get a better rest.
This is farewell for now but ’tis not the end.
I will alert you here and there about my many
friends.

For your encouragement, politeness, patience and time, we students offer our humblest gratitude
to the teachers who devote their life in giving students a better future. You welcomed us in with
open minds and cared for us with all your heart. You could not have given us a better start. We
thank you for being our life teachers.
Jacq (Year 6)

2022 grade compositions
Planning for 2022 grade compositions is now under way. If you
know of any families who are planning to start at our school next
year, please ask them to contact the office for an enrolment form.
If you are leaving us at the end of this year, we ask that you
please contact the office to complete your child’s exit form.
If you have a specific request regarding your child’s wellbeing, email me by 5:00 pm,
Friday, 15 October. Please email me at: donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au.
Families received an email (on 15 September) asking them to complete a list of your
child’s friends/students that they work well with from their year level. We ask that you
complete this list with your child by 5:00 pm, Friday, 15 October. This information will
help to ensure that every child has a successful transition in 2022.

Pupil-free days
Our pupil-free days
for 2021 are:
• Mon 1 November

2021 Term dates
Term 4
4 Oct - 17 Dec

Reminders for when on-site learning resumes
Supervision of students before school begins at 8:40 am and finishes after school at
3:10 pm. Staff are not on duty beyond these times. Please do not drop your child off
before 8:40 am unless they are attending Breakfast Club (which begins at 8:20 am).
Students, staff and visitors should not bring items of value to school. The Department
does not have personal property insurance. The school does not take responsibility for
personal property that is lost, stolen or damaged. If it is valuable, please keep it at home.
From 1 September until 30 April, all students are required to wear a broad brim hat during
outdoor lessons and play breaks. Hats can be purchased from PSW (uniform supplier).
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Staying COVID-Safe and Vaccinations
Please continue to check the COVID-19 website for updates on exposure sites, and if you have been to any
of the listed sites, please monitor for symptoms and get tested.
The Department encourages you to book a vaccination using the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine
online booking system. Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself, your children and the school
community. Getting vaccinated will help slow the spread of COVID-19 and prevent future outbreaks in our
schools. For more information about vaccination eligibility, please refer to coronavirus.vic.gov.au or use
the COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker.

The Victorian Chief Health Officer has determined that vaccinations will be mandatory for staff who work in
schools. This includes principals, teachers, administration and education support staff, including casual relief
teachers (CRTs) and pre-service teachers. All staff are required to be fully vaccinated by 29 November 2021
unless a medical exemption applies and they will be required to show evidence of their vaccination status.
Indicative dates for on-site face-to-face learning
The Victorian Government has announced a staged return to onsite learning in term 4, with all students
planned to return onsite by Friday 5 November (subject to final public health advice).

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

18 October
Preps

19 October
Preps

20 October
Preps

21 October
Year 1s & 2s

22 October
Year 1s & 2s

25 October
Preps

26 October
Preps
Year 3s & 4s

27 October
Preps
Year 3s & 4s

28 October
Year 1s & 2s
Year 5s & 6s

29 October
Year 1s & 2s
Year 5s & 6s

1 November
Pupil-f ree day
No school

2 November
Melbourne Cup
No school

3 November
Prep
Year 3s & 4s

4 November
Year 1s & 2s
Year 5s & 6s

5 November
All students
back on site

Donald Eddington
Principal

Reporting your child’s absence during remote and flexible learning

If your child is not attending WebEx or uploading work to SeeSaw during remote and flexible learning, the
classroom teacher is required to follow up with a wellbeing check.
We would appreciate it, if your child is ‘absent’ for the day (not attending WebEx or uploading work to SeeSaw), then you report their absence in one of the following ways:
1. Email the classroom teacher.
2. Text the school on 0456 429 161.
3. Record the absence on SkoolBag.
4. Call the school on 9460 1668.
This process needs to be completed each day that your child is ‘absent’.

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the SkoolBag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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Expectations at William Ruthven Primary School for remote and flexible learning
The structure of our flexible and remote learning model is designed to keep our students in a regular
routine and to maintain expectations for their learning. This structure is also designed to make the
transition back to on-site learning easier when students return to school.
Strategies for supporting your child’s health and wellbeing
● Having a regular wake up and bedtime.

● Engaging in regular physical activity: https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/around-home
● Accessing mental health services: https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/172
● Encouraging healthy eating and drinking enough water.

● Reminding your child to log in to weekly wellbeing sessions, assembly and class/cohort meetings.
The role of the school
● Establishing and communicating a remote and flexible learning program.
● Loaning laptops to families for home learning.

● Providing access to online resources such as SeeSaw, WebEx and Epic.
● Delivering intervention and support programs (e.g., Tutor Reading program).
● Providing on-site supervision as per Department of Health categories and guidelines.

● Recording and monitoring daily student attendance.
The role of teachers and education support staff

● Planning the teaching and learning programs.
● Posting lessons to SeeSaw each morning.
● Delivering explicit teaching for maths, writing and reading / recorded specialist lessons.

● Providing small group support, intervention and extension in breakout rooms.
● Giving feedback to students on uploaded work.
● Following up student attendance with phone calls and emails.
The role of students

● Logging on for the daily check in at 8:50 am.
● Logging in to explicit teaching at 9:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:20 am.
● Logging in to Tutor Reading groups (if applicable).
● Having their camera turned on (unless negotiated with the classroom teacher).

● Learning at a desk or table (rather than lying in bed or on a bed/couch).
● Going to the toilet before 8:50 am or during break times (9:50 am, 10:50 am, 12:30 pm).
● Completing all SeeSaw tasks to the best of their ability and uploading them by 3:00 pm each day.
The role of parents and carers

● Having responsibility for your child’s general safety at home or elsewhere.
● Ensuring your child has breakfast and is dressed before they log in at 8:50 am.
● Providing a space for your child to learn (ideally a shared space to avoid isolation).

● Providing a level of supervision suitable to your child’s stage of development and needs.
● Checking in with your child to help them manage and upload their work (as required).
● Monitoring communication from teachers and the school.

● Reporting your child’s absences to the school each day that your child is unwell/unable to be online.
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For the week ending 17 September
Prep

Eli

For demonstrating increasing confidence when sharing his ideas and for working
hard to improve his letter formation.

1/2A

Tyson N

For outstanding effort in reading and writing tasks.

1/2B

Alyssa

For always explaining her thinking when making an inference.

2/3A

Indy

For writing an interesting and detailed information report about her garden.

3/4A

Samuel

For increasing his effort with his writing tasks, and creating organised paragraphs
with interesting facts.

3/4B

Zaf ina

For organising information into main body paragraphs in her information report.

5/6A

Rabika

For always trying her best to produce her best work in all subjects.

5/6B

Emily

For continuing to complete tasks to the best of her ability and for making sure that
her work is neat and well presented.

5/6C

Eli

For always contributing to class discussion and showing the teacher and class
respect by having his camera on at all times during his learning.

For the week ending 8 October
Prep

Nakyiah

For sharing her thinking during breakout sessions and for trying hard to improve
her work.

1/2A

Layla

For demonstrating persistence and effort in remote learning.

1/2B

Christian

For contributing his ideas during our reading and writing sessions.

2/3A

Ayden

For logging in to Live Teaching for all subjects and doing your best work.

3/4A

Kobe

For staying resilient and always trying his best throughout remote learning. Well
done Kobe.

3/4B

Bilisha

For continuing to stay motivated during remote learning and putting in the effort to
continue presenting her work to a high standard.

5/6A

Cameron

For taking on f eedback during our writing session and implementing it into his
plan.

5/6B

Chiara

For being able to identify and explain the arguments and techniques used by the
writer of the persuasive text.

5/6C

Amabir

For using FANTASTIC expression when he reads aloud.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.
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Footy Day (Friday, 17 September)
Families were invited to dress in their footy colours to celebrate the AFL Grand Final.
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Visual Arts: Prep - Year 6 student work

Using a box of any size, students were challenged to create a room. Students had the option of creating a gaming
room, a garage, a bedroom, a kitchen or a toy room. Using any small recycled materials f rom home, students were
asked to make some furniture for their room. If they could not make a room they could draw one instead.
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Visual Arts: Prep - Year 6 student work
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Visual Arts: Prep - Year 6 student work
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