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Pupil-free day (Monday, 2 November)
Monday, 2 November is a pupil-free day. There is no school on this day. On
the day, staff will be undertaking professional learning (physical education),
developing the school's 2021 annual implementation plan and moderating
for student reports.
Class and Year 6 graduation photographs (Monday, 9 November)
Due to COVID-19 restrictions in schools, we will not be having 'official' class or Year 6
graduation photographs this year. However, we will still provide a photograph to you. This
photograph will be taken by one of our staff members, Mary Ioannidis. Class and Year 6
graduation photographs will be taken on Monday, 9 November.
Only students for which we have permission to publish can appear in the
photo and receive a photo. There will be no charge for the photograph as
it will be emailed to families. Families can choose to print the photograph
if they would like to do so.
2020 Parent Opinion Survey
All families have been selected to participate in the 2020 Parent Opinion Survey. Only
one parent from your family (Adult A) has been invited to complete the survey. It should
take 10-15 minutes to complete. The survey closes on Friday, 13 November 2020. Your
opinions are important to us and will contribute to the management and organisation of
our school. The survey is conducted anonymously and it is important to us that you
complete the survey as honestly as possible. Please refer to my email on 16 October,
sent to Adult A, for the Parent Opinion Survey log in details.
2021 Prep transition program
Last Wednesday evening, the Department of Education emailed
principals to say that Victoria’s Chief Health Officer has advised that
prep transition visits can now occur in metropolitan Melbourne.
These visits are subject to some specific restrictions.
This decision enables a small group of five (5) incoming children,
and one (1) parent/carer per child, to support the transition into prep.
Schools are only allowed to have one group visit the school at any one time.
This exception does not change other advice on limiting visitors to schools under the
Second Step of the Roadmap for Reopening.
Jodi Clark (2021 Prep teacher) will also be visiting the 2021 prep students at their early
childhood centre or kindergartens before we begin our transition program. As each centre
and kindergarten has slightly different arrangements, Jodi’s visit may be on site or it may
be via a video conference.
2021 grade structure
The grade structure for next year has of nine grades. The grade structure for 2021 is:
Prep, 1/2A, 1/2B, 2/3A, 3/4A, 3/4B, 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C
SunSmart reminder
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear their school hat from 1 September
until 30 April. School hats can be purchased for $6.50 from our uniform shop.
Donald Eddington
Principal
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16 October

23 October

Prep A

Aayan

Milena

1/2A

The whole of 1/2A

Lisa

1/2B

Josh

Juliana

2/3A

The whole of 2/3A

Raneem

3/4A

The whole of 3/4A

Angus

3/4B

Madeline

Layla

4/5A

Eshaal

Khoa

5/6A

Bella

Noor

5/6B

Kayla

Josh

Google Translate
To support parents and carers (for whom English is not their first language), a number of important emails/
SkoolBag posts have a link to our website. These website pages have Google Translate so you can choose
the language that you prefer. This means everyone has access to health and student learning information.
Summary of information that has been emailed and posted:
• 2020 Class and Year 6 graduation photographs
• Pupil-free day (Monday, 2 November)
• 2020 Swimming program notices
• 2021 Parent payments
• Book week parade
• 2021 Grade compositions
• School uniform update
A summary of home-school related communication is located on our school’s website.

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the SkoolBag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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School Council news
School uniform
We are currently finalising a uniform supply agreement (contract)
with PSW. Once the contract is signed, families will be able to
purchase school uniforms directly from PSW’s Campbellfield store.
Uniforms will no longer be available from the school. Students will be
able to try on generic uniform samples at the PSW store if required,
and PSW offer delivery and ‘click and collect’ for online orders.
Families will be able to purchase generic uniform items (e.g. black/
white socks, navy blue shorts, navy blue pants) at any store, as long
as the colour matches school requirements. Refer to our website for
full details of the school uniform.
Student Essential Learning Levy
Parents and carers are responsible for ensuring that their children are provided with essential student learning items. Parents and carers have the option of purchasing the essential education items themselves, or
purchasing them from the school. Payment plan arrangements are available through the school. In 2021,
the Essential Student Learning Levy for all year levels (Prep – Year 6) is $110.00, with a discount of 10% if
the levy is paid by the end of term 4 (Friday, 18 December 2020).
OSH Club
We are in the process of extending our contract for after school care for a further 12 months.

2021 grade compositions
Planning for the 2021 grade compositions is now under way. If you know of
any families who are planning to start at our school next year, please ask them
to contact the office for an enrolment form. If you are leaving us at the end of
this year, we also ask that you please contact the office. If you have a specific
request regarding your child’s wellbeing, please put your request in writing to
me no later than Friday, 30 October via Donald.Eddington@education.vic.gov.au.
Last week, your child brought home a list of friends/students that they work well with from their year level.
We ask that you sign and return this list to your child’s teacher no later than Friday, 30 October. This
information will be used to ensure that every child has a successful transition into 2021.
Canteen: Lunch orders
The canteen is open for students’ lunch orders. The canteen price list is available on our website.
Book week parade: Friday, 6 November
Students are encouraged to dress up as a character from a book that they love to
read. They will wear and share their costumes in an outdoor parade (weather
permitting). The students will need to come dressed in their costumes, and they can
wear them for the day. However, students may like to have other clothing to change
into, if required, so that they feel comfortable on the day.
The parade will be recorded and an edited version will be made available to families
via WebEx. You can watch the edited version of the parade as a family on Monday,
9 November at 7:00 pm. To view the recording, log in to Donald Eddington’s WebEx
room at 6:55 pm for a 7:00 pm start: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/
eddington.donald.f
Parking restrictions around the school
Now that all primary schools' student have returned to school, Darebin’s crossing
supervisors are back at work and excited to see you and your children again after
such a long break. Please say ‘hi’ to them when you get a chance. Council staff have
begun to enforce parking restrictions to keep everyone safe on their way to and from
school, in line with advice from the Government. We are policing restrictions around
schools from now on, so please obey the signs, and keep everyone safe.
Sue Wilkinson
CEO, City of Darebin
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GENERAL INFORMATION LETTER
2021 PARENT PAYMENTS
21 October 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides that instruction in the standard curriculum
program is delivered free to all students in Victorian Government schools; this is referred to as ‘free
instruction’. The Act also grants school councils the power to charge fees for goods and services to
support the delivery of free instruction and to raise funds.
Free instruction refers to the learning and teaching, instructional supports, materials and resources,
administration and facilities required to provide the standard curriculum program. The standard
curriculum program includes core learning and teaching activities related to the Victorian Curriculum.
The Department of Education and Training (DET) Parent Payments in Victoria Government Schools
policy provides advice on the different types of payments that schools can request from parents and
outlines the procedures and protocols schools must adhere to. This policy is available from the DET’s
Policy and Advisory Library (education.vic.gov.au/pal).
School Councils are responsible for developing and approving a school-level parent policy that is
compliant with the Department’s policy. There are three areas for which parents may reasonably be
requested to make a payment or contribution:

Essential Student Learning Items which parents and carers pay the school to provide or
may provide themselves, if appropriate (for example, stationery and books);

Optional Education Items which are offered on a user-pays basis and which parents and carers
may choose whether their child accesses or participates in (for example, extracurricular programs
or activities and excursions); and

Voluntary Financial Contributions which parents and carers may donate to the school.
Parents and carers are responsible for ensuring that their children are provided with essential student
learning items. The school makes every effort to keep the cost of items that need to be purchased at a
minimum. Parents and carers also have the option of providing essential education items themselves.
Alternative payment arrangements are also available through the school.
The William Ruthven Primary School Council has made a considerable effort to ensure that this school
policy is fair and provides a number of options to support parents and carers to access the materials and
services associated with their child’s education.
In 2021, the Essential Student Learning Levy for all year levels (Prep – Year 6) is $110.00, with a
discount of 10% if the levy is paid by the end of term 4 (Friday, 18 December 2020).
If you have any queries, or wish to discuss your circumstances and the options available to you, please
contact the school to make an appointment. The Parent Payment policy is available at the school office
and on our website via williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/91/School-Notices.
Regards
Donald Eddington
Principal

Christine Crosta
School Council President
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Footy day
The amount raised for footy day was
$232.40. This money will be donated to
State School’s Relief and Foodbank.
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Rosebank Cricket Club is looking for junior boys and girls
to participate in the DVCA during the 2020-2021 cricket season.
Age groups: Under 10’s to Under 16’s
Location: Le Cotchin Reserve, Cnr Hughes Pde & Massey Ave.
Registration date: TBC
Time: TBC
Please contact our junior coordinator: John Pappas
0439 884 990 or juniorsrosebank1922@gmail.com
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Prep writing

At the end of term 3, the preps were learning how
to write persuasive text. We learnt that we need
to give our opinion and reasons for our opinion.
We wrote letters to Mr Eddington to try and
change his opinion! Have a look at our
amazing letters.
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OSH Club Newsletter

Pupil-Free Day and Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Please note that Monday, 2 November is a pupil-free day and Tuesday, 3 November is a public holiday. After School Care will
not be running on these days and alternate care arrangements will need to be made for your child/ren.
It’s In The Bag Community Initiative
Each November, Share the Dignity donates thousands of bags to those in need across the country filled with essentials and
special gifts to make Christmas joyful. The bags are filled with the basic essentials including feminine hygiene products, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, body wash and roll-on deodorant. In addition to this, you can add any products or
gifts you think someone doing it tough may appreciate (list of acceptable products is available at sharethedignity.org.au). The
bag itself needs to be in good condition but can be a pre-loved handbag or backpack. The cut-off date for donations is Friday,
20 November. We would love your help with this initiative and are trying to donate as many bags as possible! If you wish to
donate, please contact us at the service to arrange contactless collection at Gate 3 during After Care program times.
OSH Club Spoonville
This term we would like to create a Spoonville to go in the OSH Club garden. To do so, we are in need of wooden spoons. If
you have any wooden spoons that you no longer need and would like to donate, we would love to have them! As parents still
have limited access to the school grounds, please contact us during service times to arrange a contact free-collection.
STOP AND CALL!
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we ask that parents/carers do not enter the school grounds during pick up until further
notice. Please SMS or call us and one of our friendly team members will meet you at Gate 3 (gate closest to OSH Club room)

to sign your child/ren out. We thank you for your cooperation in keeping our children and OSHC community safe during
this unusual time.
DAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Week beginning 2 November
Theme: Footy Fever
Pupil-free day
No school
Melbourne Cup (Public holiday)
No school
Pin the tail on the horse
Melbourne Cup word find
Relay race
Equestrian ribbons
Chatterbox
Hobby horse craft

Week beginning 9 November
Theme: Exploring the natural environment
Plaster mould painting
Nature jigsaw puzzles
Watercolour landscapes
Memory game
Modelling clay leaves
Gin Rummy card game
Colouring sheets
Around the World basketball
Paper towel butterfly
Fruit salad game

Menu:
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) accompanied by the
special of the day.
Bookings and Cancellations
Bookings can be made online at any time up to 24 hours before the sessions commences (for example, if you need
after care on Friday afternoon, your booking will need to be completed online by no later than 3pm on Thursday.) To
make a booking after this time, please contact the service directly on 0478 100 412. Late bookings will incur an
addition $4.00 fee. To avoid any out of pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance.
Cancellations within this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS.
Late Pick Up: A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time
No Show: An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any bookings where no cancellation is provided.
Program

Times

Full Fee

Fee After 85% CCS*

After School Care

3.00 pm to 6.00 pm

$28.00

$5.39

Fees and hours of operation as at term 1, 2020 and may be subject to change/ *Child Care Subsidy can provide up to 85% off your child’s care fees.

Contact Information
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735
Program Coordinator: Amanda
Program Assistant: Sandra

All families must be enrolled with OSHClub to attend the
program. Creating an account is free. Please create an
account online at www.oshclub.com.au

