
 

Year 5-6 camp 
Year 5-6 students attended a city camp (25 - 28 October). 
The staff in attendance, with me, observed that the behaviour 
of our students, when compared to students from other 
schools at the various venues, was excellent. Particularly 
when out in public, it is important our students demonstrate 
the school’s values. This was done without exception. 

Please see pages 4 - 7 for photos of the students on camp.  
 

School partnerships 
In partnership with Variety Children’s Charity and Invotec  
Solutions, seven students recently received a new bicycle,  
helmet and bike lock. William Ruthven Primary School is the 
first school to be involved in the ‘bikes for kids’ program. 

Please see page 8 for photos of the bike education program 
(run in partnership with the Bicycle Network of Victoria).  

In partnership with Darebin Family Services, the Tuning into 
Kids program is being run at our school. The program is  
evidence-based and focuses on an emotion-coaching style. 
The sessions support parents/carers to develop an emotional 
connection with their child, and shows parents how to help 
their child learn about emotions and emotional intelligence. 
 

Catching on Early lessons 
Sexuality and human development is part of the Victorian 
Curriculum. We use the Department’s Catching On Early  
program to teach these concepts. The three lessons to be 
taught, at the different year levels, are on our website:  
Catching-on-Early. 

The lessons will be taught in the fortnight beginning  
Monday, 28 November. After reviewing the three lessons,  
if you have any questions or concerns about the program, 
please email your child’s classroom teacher. Please email 
your classroom teacher prior to Friday, 25 November. 
 

Congratulations Nicholas 
On 2 November, Nicholas (56A) competed at the Victorian 
State Athletics Championships, in the 100 and 200-metre  
races. Although Nicholas did not place, he did a tremendous 
job in achieving this level. Congratulations Nicholas! 
 

Celebration and Awards night 
Please see page 11 for details about Celebration and Awards 
Night - including when tickets go on sale. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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WILLIAM RUTHVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

  

      RESPECT     •     CONFIDENCE     •     COMPASSION 

                
Important Dates 

2022 Term dates 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

November 2022 

09 Prep transition 
session #2 

11 Family Tabloid 
Sports night 
(5:00 pm) 

14 Prep transition 
session #3 

18 Prep transition 
session #4 

21 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

21 School Council 
mtg (5:30 pm) 

22 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

23 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

23 Prep transition 
session #5 

24 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

25 Prep transition 
session #6 

28 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

29 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

29 Education sub-
committee mtg 
(5:15 pm) 

30 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

  

December 2022 

01 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

08 Year 1-2 go to 
the NGV 

09 Year 3-4 go to 
Scienceworks 

09 Reports go 
home 

13 2023 Year 7 
Orientation Day 

13 2023 Prep - 
Year 5 Meet 
the teacher 

14 Celebration 
and Awards 
night (6:30 pm) 

William Ruthven Primary School acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
learn, work and play. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  

As a Safe School, William Ruthven Primary School also fosters a safe environment that is supportive 
and inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ+) students.  

The Year 5-6 campers 

Mandy Burns (Variety Children’s 
Charity) with Michael Fisher (CEO, 
Invotec Solutions) and his staff. 

Tuning into Kids presenters: Lisa 
Hardy and Tamara Howlett 
(Darebin Family Services). 

Nicholas at the Victorian State 
Athletics Championships. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/198/Catching-on-Early
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/280/Our-staff-and-email-addresses


 

 
Please note: 
It is mandatory for schools to 
call parents/carers when a 
child is absent from school. 
So if your child is away, and 
you have not told us, you will 
receive a text or call from the 
school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 
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School Council news 
The following recommendations were approved and endorsed by School 
Council on Monday, 17 October: 

• In 2023, families are also be asked to purchased stationery packs for 
the students to use and own. The stationery packs are capped at 
$30.00. The packs are purchased via the Rapid Office online portal: 
https://schoolpacks.com.au/wrps. The portal closes on 9 December. 

• In 2023, we are requesting a contribution of $110.00 to cover the cost of 
specialist subject supplies and equipment (science/robotics, visual arts, 
physical education and Auslan), the provision and upkeep of iPads and 
laptops, first aid, school maintenance/playground improvements and  
books for the library. We request payment by Friday 16 December. 

• A printed copy of the 2023 Parent Payments letter and policy has been provided to our families. An  
electronic copy is also available via our website.  

Education Sub-committee news 
On 25 October, the sub-committee discussed the recent AtoSS (Student Attitudes to 
School Survey) results. The results are excellent. The sub-committee is discussing ways 
to use the results to promote the school’s positive culture to the wider community. 

The key results we will highlight in future school promotion materials are: 
• Student safety: 96% (William Ruthven PS has one of the lowest rates of bullying in  

the State and our students are highly satisfied with how bullying is being managed). 
• Sense of inclusion: 96% 
• High expectations for success: 98% 

 

Would you like to find out more about our teaching and learning programs, and/or strategies for student  
engagement and wellbeing? Our next subcommittee meeting is: Tuesday, 29 November (5:15 pm). All  
meetings/discussions are held remotely, via https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f.   

School Values Review: Thank you 
Thank you to the students, parents, carers and staff who were involved in  
ranking the shortlisted school values (in order of preference).  

On 8 November, the School Values Review Working Party met to analyse the  
responses and to make recommendations to School Council regarding the values. 

Special Events/Fundraising: Thank you 

Thank you to the families who responded to our recent Community Events survey.  
We received 87 survey responses. These responses will assist the sub-committee in  
planning community events for 2023.  

In term 4, we have the following planned: Celebration Night, a raffle, a casual clothes day 
and an end of term special lunch - as well as selling Zooper Doopers twice a week. 

https://schoolpacks.com.au/wrps
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2023_parent_payment_letter_and_policy.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feduvic.webex.com%2Fmeet%2Feddington.donald.f&data=04%7C01%7CDonald.Eddington%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf1fdd1b7b0c0495c54ce08d94667c88f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6376182349106


 

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation to our child safe policies and practices,  
please contact the Principal, Donald Eddington via email, donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au.  

 
 
 
 

 For the week ending 28 October 

Prep 

 

Arya For demonstrating increasing confidence and independence across all learning 
areas. 

12A 
 

Siena For great effort at making questions about books using the Q matrix. 

12B 
 

James For displaying a positive attitude towards his learning and for always giving his 
all.  

34A 
 

Asil For her improved confidence in decoding words when reading. 

34B 
 

Leilah For taking a writing prompt and turning it into a creative and entertaining short 
story.  

56A 
 

Christine For being a friendly and helpful class member who can always be relied upon. 
She consistently shows our school values - especially while at camp.  

56B 
 

Jacob For developing a much more positive attitude towards his learning, asking for help 
and developing the confidence to have a go at answering questions. 

56C 
 

Samuel For demonstrating confidence during the Coding and Robotics workshop at  
Scienceworks while on camp. 

 For the week ending 4 November 

Prep 

 

Hosanna For taking responsibility for her learning and for always striving to do her best. 

12A 
 

Eli For his improved confidence in decoding words when reading. 

12B 
 

Georgia  For showing outstanding resilience and determination during all her learning  
activities.   

34A 
 

Kristine For being keen to read and share work confidently. 

34B 
 

Indy For always demonstrating our school value of compassion by being a kind and 
caring classmate. 

56A 
 

Mohammad For writing a great narrative story with a descriptive orientation and a problem that 
matched the clues he had left for the reader. 

56B 
 

Haylee For being a very caring and cooperative member of the school community,  
especially while on camp. 

56C 
 

Aya For always being helpful and kind to others. 
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Thirty-nine Year 5 and 6 students attended the City Camp in the final week of October. In addition to  
enjoying the camp experience, the students visited Scienceworks (with coding and chemistry workshops), 
the Australian Centre for the Moving Image (with a Kids News and Stop Motion workshop), tours of the  
National Gallery of Victoria and the Ian Potter Gallery, and a visit to the Melbourne Zoo (with a Call to the 
Wild workshop). At night, the students watched a movie and participated in a trivia night. 

Year 5-6 City Camp 
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 Year 5-6 City Camp 
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 Year 5-6 City Camp 
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 Year 5-6 City Camp 
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On 25 October, in partnership with the Bicycle Network of Victoria, Year 3 - 6 students participated in bike 
education. The program gave students the opportunity to learn about safe riding behaviours, road rules and 
riding in a shared environment. Bike education uses practical lessons to ensure riders have the physical 
ability to ride safely and for older students to ride independently. 
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Year 3-6 Bike Education 



 

In mathematics, students in 34A have been deepening their understanding of fractions. Students have 
been modelling fractions by dividing shapes and collections into equal parts, labelling number lines, looking 
at equivalent fractions (for example, two quarters is equivalent to one half) and making connections to  
decimals and percentages. 

34A Student work 
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Across reading and writing, students in 34B have been learning about punctuation. In addition to learning 
how to improve their writing with accurate punctuation, the students have been honing their reading fluency 
by practising reading aloud and adjusting their voices for punctuation and dialogue. 

34B Student work 

Page 10 



 

Save the date: Wednesday, 14 December (6:30 pm - 7:30 pm) 

Celebration and Awards night is a time for our school community to come together to celebrate another  
terrific year at William Ruthven Primary School. Each grade performs a dance/song (similar to a mini  
concert), academic and citizenship awards are presented, the 2023 School and House Captains and  
winners of our end-of-year raffle will be announced. We will also acknowledge Peter Marco’s retirement. 

Tickets will go on sale on Monday, 21 November. Tickets are $5.00. Under 5s are free if on a parent’s lap. 

Celebration & Awards Night 
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Monday - Friday (2:30pm - 6:00pm) 

0478 100 412 

williamruthven@oshclub.com.au 
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What's been happening... 
It is time to have a sneak peek again about what has been happening 
at OSHClub. We celebrated Halloween with spooky fun activities. The 
children were delighted to make Halloween pumpkins, scary bats and 
popsicle Halloween characters. They did not miss out in doing their  
all-time favourite cooking activities, where they made green jelly slime 
and baked yummy monster cookies. The children also developed their 
creativity in doing art and craft. 

The children showed excitement and enthusiasm in planning our next 
week’s activities. They had agreed to make a group-designed mini golf, 
create paper dolls and participate in funky musical dances. They also 
suggested two-minute silence, poppy handprint and paper plate poppy 
for Remembrance Day on Friday, 11 November.  

Enrolling your child in at OSH Club 
Enrolling with OSHClub is easy and completely free. Just head to our 
website oshclub.com.au; click ‘Join OSHClub’ and follow the prompts.  
It is important that you inform the service if your child has a health-care 
need, allergy or relevant medical condition diagnosed by a medical 
practitioner. On your child’s first day of attendance, please bring along 
a completed Medical Management form, Risk Minimisation form and 
required medications. All medications (including ointments and creams) 
must be prescribed by a medical practitioner, be in its original container 
with the original pharmacist labels and have clear instructions. 

While we encourage you to book your children in advance, as far as 
possible, we recognise that unexpected circumstances occur when you 
need last-minute care. We want to make sure that we can assist you, 
where possible, in this situation. The Kidsoft Parent Portal will allow you 
to book in at the after-school care program up until 7 hours prior to the 
session start time. 

We hope this additional flexibility makes booking in at OSH Club easier.  

Thanks 
The OSH Club team 


