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Principal’s message

RESPECT • CONFIDENCE • COMPASSION
Pupil-free day (Monday, 22 November)
Monday, 22 November is a pupil-free day. There is no school on this day.
On the day, staff will be undertaking a review of the school's 2021 annual
implementation plan, developing its 2022 plan and report moderation.
2022 Grade structure
Based on projected enrolments, there will be eight grades next year. The
proposed grade structure is: Prep, 1/2A, 1/2B, 3/4A, 3/4B, 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C
2022 Prep transition program
The Department of Education has emailed principals to say that Victoria’s Chief Health
Officer has advised that prep transition visits can now occur in metropolitan Melbourne.
These visits are subject to some specific restrictions.
Our Prep transition provides an opportunity for the 2022 Prep students to meet their
teacher (Jodi Clark) and the other students that will be in their grade next year. It is also
an opportunity for the parents and carers to learn how to prepare their child for school life.
Jodi will visit each child’s kindergarten or early childhood centre this week or next week.
We are running a parent carer information session at 7:00 pm tonight (Wednesday, 10
November) in my WebEx room. This session will outline the COVID-safe practices that we
will be implementing for our Prep transition program. Please refer to my email for details.
We are looking forward to meeting all the new students and their parents/carers.
Have you enrolled? Are you leaving?
Planning for our 2022 grade lists is now well under way. If you
know of any families who are planning to start at our school next
year, please ask them to contact the office for an enrolment form.
If you are leaving us at the end of this year, we also ask that you
please contact the office to complete your child’s exit form.
Vaccination records for visitors and volunteers working at school
Under the COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination directions issued by the Victorian Chief
Health Officer, schools must ensure that all visitors and volunteers who attend to perform
work must comply with vaccination requirements.
Schools must take all reasonable steps to ensure that unvaccinated visitors and
volunteers do not enter, or remain on, the school premises for the purposes of performing
work at the school.
All volunteers and visitors working on school sites are required to provide information that
they are fully vaccinated (or are an excepted person) by 29 November 2021. If volunteers
and visitors (or exempted persons) working on school sites are unable to provide evidence
of vaccination, they must be directed to leave the school site.
If you intend on volunteering at our school (for example, as a classroom
helper), please email the school one of the following pieces of evidence:
• MyGov COVID-19 digital certificate
• Immunisation history statement
• My Health Record/Medicare online account
• Proof of relevant medical exemption.
Donald Eddington
Principal
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School Council news
2022 Parent Payment policy | Voluntary financial contributions
The Department of Education and Training (DET) has sought to
clarify the Parent Payments policy for 2022 to remove any ambiguity
relating to parents’ financial contributions to schools.
DET reviewed parent contribution practices and found some
inconsistency in the way contributions were being requested and
managed by some schools.
DET has now made changes to how schools seek contributions to
align practices across the system and ensure consistency. The
intent is to ensure parents and schools use common terminology
and have a shared understanding around parent payment arrangements.
What is specifically different?
1. The categories under which contributions will be requested have been changed to align with the
purpose of the payment:
• Curriculum Contributions (previously known as Essential Student Learning Items) support items
and activities that help deliver fundamental curriculum or subject learning (e.g., General classroom
materials and equipment).
• Other Contributions (previously known as Voluntary Contributions) support the school’s operation
and function more generally (e.g., Parent communication tools and school building enhancements
• Payments for Extra-Curricular Items and Activities (previously known as Optional Items) provide
for items and activities over and above what is needed to deliver fundamental curriculum learning.
These user-pays contributions enhance the schooling experience for students (e.g., optional camps,
excursions and events).
2. A new template is being used by all schools to communicate parent payment arrangements. The
template includes the new category names to clearly define the purpose of parent payment requests
and includes a one-page overview of the policy.
School uniforms
We appreciate that your child may have grown during the recent lock down and that their
school uniform may no longer fit. During term 4, we will be flexible with our school uniform
policy. However, we would appreciate, where ever possible, that your child wears blue
(t-shirt or polo top, pants and jumper/windcheater) if you are unable to send them in
school uniform at this time. Details about purchasing school uniform items from PSW
(our uniform supplier) are on page 11 of the newsletter.
We have a limited range of LW Reid uniform stock that is available for purchase. Please
contact the office on 9460 1668 to make a purchase via credit card or come to the office.
Second-hand uniforms
We accept second-hand uniforms that can be passed onto other families at no cost. We
ask that these donated uniforms are in good condition and have been washed prior to your
kind donation. Now is the perfect time to donate uniform items that your child has outgrown.

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent.
Tell us in person

Message us via
the SkoolBag app

List your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Call us on
9460 1668

Tell us your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Text us on
0456 429 161

Text your child’s
name, grade and
reason for the
absence.

Please note:
It is now mandatory for
schools to call parents/carers
when a child is absent from
school. So if your child is
away, and you have not told
us, you will receive a call from
the school to ask about your
child’s whereabouts.
If we are unable to contact
you, we are required to make
contact with the nominated
emergency contacts on your
child’s file.
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2022 Parent Payment policy | Voluntary financial contributions
1 November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
William Ruthven Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and
would like to advise you of our school’s 2022 voluntary financial contributions.
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we want to
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families
ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our students. We want to
thank you for all your support, whether that is through fundraising or volunteering your time. This has
made a difference to our school and the programs we can offer.
In 2022, William Ruthven Primary School will gratefully accept voluntary contributions for:
• Classroom consumables and materials, and specialist class equipment: $75.00
• Provision and upkeep of shared school laptop devices and iPads: $15.00
• Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials: $10.00
• Grounds maintenance (DET does not provide sufficient funds for grounds maintenance): $25.00
• A tax-deductible contribution to buy books that sustain the library as a valuable resource: $25.00.
All extra curricular items and activities in 2022 will be on a user-pays basis.
The financial contributions of families in the past have allowed us to:
• Update our school’s reading program
• Provide more hand-on materials for problem solving in mathematics
• Establish a robotics program
• Purchase materials to support creativity and exploration in our art and science programs
• Ensure all students have access to sports equipment to develop active and healthy children.

Financial support for families
William Ruthven Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and
offers a range of support options, including:
• Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
• State Schools’ Relief (SSR)
• Free second-hand uniforms.
For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative
payment arrangements, contact: Gabriella Nikolovski (Business Manager).
Phone: 03 9460 1668 | Email: gabriella.nikolovski@education.vic.gov.au.
Payment methods
William Ruthven primary school’s preferred method of payment is via direct deposit to the school’s official
bank account. Where families choose not to use direct deposit, they can make payment via EFTPOS/
credit card or pay in person using cash..

Refunds
Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance,
Financial Help for Families Policy and any other relevant information.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments policy, please refer to the one-page
overview attached on page 4 of the information emailed to parents and carers on Monday, 1 November.
Yours sincerely
Donald Eddington
Principal

Melinda Spiteri
School Council President
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For the week ending 29 October
Prep

Meara

For working hard to improve her letter formation and for offering more of her
thoughts in small group discussions.

1/2A

Faris

For trying hard to learn all of the common words.

1/2B

Naima

For including lots of important detail when retelling a story.

2/3A

Asil

For working hard to sound out, then write the sounds she hears in words.

3/4A

Heidi

For fantastic effort and participation with the 3/4 virtual sleepover activities.

3/4B

Raneem

For adding more depth to the personality of her characters in her narrative.

5/6A

Eshaal

For using evidence from her book that was referenced with quotation marks and
page numbers to support her inferences.

5/6B

Natalia

For writing a well thought out persuasive piece about why being able to read
minds is better than being invisible.

5/6C

Uswa

For her seamless return to school. She has set the example for the rest of the
class in being ready to learn.

For the week ending 5 November
Prep

Reign

For always being willing to help out around the classroom and for trying hard to
hear the sounds in words.

1/2A

Hope

For her beautiful, neat book work.

1/2B

Reyane

For writing a very detailed description of her book week character.

2/3A

Josh

For adding detail and thinking about word choice when writing her narrative.

3/4A

Asees

For applying her knowledge of fractions to probability, and for seeking extra
challenge in her maths tasks.

3/4B

Lisa

For using decoding strategies while reading fluently.

5/6A

Ally

For always writing detailed responses which shows she has a great understanding
of a given topic.

5/6B

Shuvai

For always implementing the feedback given to her to make improvements in her
work.

5/6C

Leah

For her fantastic story which included all the features of a good narrative.

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.
To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:
williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility.
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Year 3 and 4 Virtual ‘sleep over’
On 28 October, the Year 3 and 4 students had a virtual ‘sleep over’. The students set up their camps,
shared a meal (which included an ice-cream sundae) and ‘camp fire’ stories. Thank you to Tamara
Browne, Denise Sinopoli and Maisie Rogers for providing our students with this unique opportunity.
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Book Week Dress Up Day

On 5 November, the students and staff celebrated Book Week with a special dress up day. The theme
for this year’s Book Week celebrations was ‘Old worlds, New worlds, Other worlds’.
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Book Week Dress Up Day

Congratulations to the following students and staff who won a prize for their dress up creation:
Frankie (00A), Giuseppe (12A), Monique (12B), Georgia (23A), Gilda (34A), Adele (34B) ...
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Book Week Dress Up Day

Congratulations to the following students and staff who won a prize for their dress up creation:
… Frankie (56A), Shuvai (56B), Charlotte (56C) and Jodi Clark (Staff).
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Book Week Dress Up Day

Thanks to the students, parents, carers and staff who supported this year’s dress up day. Also, a special
thanks to Bridget Gibson (Literacy Learning Specialist) for organising the book week tasks and prizes.
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Purchasing your child’s school uniform from PSW

Families can purchase uniforms in the Campbellfield store, via click and collect or have them delivered to a
destination of your choosing. Please see below for details regarding the purchasing of a school uniform.
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