
 

Transition programs/Meet the teacher 

The process for transitioning into a new class can result in mixed emotions. Your child 
may feel excited or anxious, or a combination of both emotions. This is an important time 
to model resilience and reassure your child that it is normal to experience these emotions 
in new circumstances. Share some of your own positive memories about starting in a new 
class (or secondary school). It can be reassuring for your child to know that you went 
through a similar experience and survived. Show confidence in your child’s ability to be 
resilient. Confidence is catching. 

On Tuesday, 13 December, Year 6 students head off to secondary schools to have their 
Orientation Day. On this day, we will be having our ‘Meet your 2023 teacher’ sessions.  
 

Student reports / Parent-teacher interviews 
William Ruthven Primary School’s student report include a general comment about a  
student’s social and emotional development, their work habits, and details their progress 
and achievement as ‘plain language’ checklists. The report aims to provide consistent and 
clear information about student progress and achievement against state-wide standards. 
Reports go home with students on Friday, 9 December. 

Parents and carers who wish to discuss their child’s report and progress, can choose to 
have a parent-teacher in person or via WebEx. Teachers are available on: 

• Wednesday, 14 December (3:10 pm – 4:30 pm)  

• Thursday, 15 December (3:10 pm – 4:30 pm). 
 

Have you enrolled? Are you leaving?  
Planning for our 2023 grade lists is now being finalised. If you 
know of any families in the local area who are planning to start at 
our school next year, please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment form. If you are leaving us at the end of this year, we 
also ask that you please contact the office to arrange an exit form.  
 

Returning library books / take-home books (readers)  
Please ensure that your child's borrowed library book/s and take-home book/s (readers) 
are returned to school. Books are due to be returned to school on Friday, 2 December. 
Reimbursement notices will be issued for lost books.  
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is provided by the Victorian Government 
to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If 
you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may 
be eligible for CSEF. New applicants can contact the office to obtain a CSEF application 
form or download one from our website: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 

If you applied for the CSEF at our school in 2022, you do not need to complete an  
application form in 2023 unless a change in your family’s circumstances has occurred, 
such as not applying in 2022 or there have been changes to custody arrangements. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

2023 Term dates 

Term 1 

30 Jan - 06 April 

Term 2 

24 April - 23 June 

Term 3 

10 July - 15 Sept 

Term 4 

02 Oct - 20 Dec 

November 2022 

24 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

25 Prep transition 
session #6 

28 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

29 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

29 Education sub-
committee mtg 
(5:15 pm) 

30 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

  

December 2022 

01 Prep, 2, 4 & 6 
swimming  

08 Year 1-2 go to 
the NGV 

09 Year 3-4 go to 
Scienceworks 

09 Reports go 
home 

13 2023 Year 7 
Orientation Day 

13 2023 Prep - 
Year 5 Meet 
the teacher 

14 Celebration 
and Awards 
night (6:30 pm) 

16 Pizza lunch 
fundraiser 

16 Out-of-uniform 
fundraiser 

19 Year 6  
Graduation 

20 Term 4 ends 
1:00 pm finish 

 
 

 

January 2023 

30 Term 1 begins 
8:50 am start 

William Ruthven Primary School acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
learn, work and play. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  

As a Safe School, William Ruthven Primary School also fosters a safe environment that is supportive 
and inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ+) students.  

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/297/Camps,-Sports-and-Excursions-Fund-(CSEF)


 

 
Please note: 
It is mandatory for schools to 
call parents/carers when a 
child is absent from school. 
So if your child is away, and 
you have not told us, you will 
receive a text or call from the 
school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
three ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 
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School Council news 
At the School Council meeting on Monday, 21 November, the following  
recommendations were approved and endorsed: 

Student-free days 
Each year schools receive four student-free days (when student are not 
required to attend school). In 2023, the student-free days will be: 
• Term 1: Friday, 27 January 
• Term 2: Wednesday, 21 June (Parent-teacher interviews) 
• Term 3: Monday, 10 July (Professional learning) 
• Term 4: Monday, 6 November (Assessment and reporting). 
 

Professional Practice Day 
Professional practice days (PPDs) are an element of teachers' industrial agreement. In 2023, each teacher 
is entitled to two PPDs. The Department of Education and Training recommends that schools hold one of 
the two professional practice days on the same day for all staff (i.e., a common PPD). The common PPD for 
teachers will be: 
• Term 2: Monday, 29 May. 

Students are not required to attend school on this day. 
 

School Values Working Party 
The William Ruthven Primary School (WRPS) Values Working Party was  
established to review the school’s values and make recommendations to School 
Council regarding the values to be adopted by the school from 2023 onward. 

Members of the Values Working Party met regularly from August – November 
2022 to consider relevant inputs and to develop and implement an engagement 
strategy that ensured that the WRPS community was included in the review process. 

After extensive consultation with students, parents, carers and staff, School Council has approved and  
endorsed four values for adoption from 2023. These values reflect the culture at our school – the standard 
of behaviour expected from all members of the WRPS community and our attitude to learning. 

• Respect: A core value that underpins all of our interactions with others. It means ‘treating others as you 
would like to be treated’ and encompasses a broad range of values including integrity, consideration and 
honesty. (Wellbeing value) 

• Inclusion: This value aligns to our commitment as a Safe School to provide a welcoming environment 
where all students have a sense of belonging. It includes kindness and acceptance. (Wellbeing value)  

• Curiosity: This value aligns to our school motto of creating happy, curious and confident learners. It  
represents a sense of wonder, openness to learning and ties in with our STAR and inquiry programs. 
(Learning value) 

• Excellence (Doing your best): This value is to be interpreted as ‘doing/being YOUR best’ (as opposed 
to being THE best). In this context, excellence is about personal achievement and putting in effort for  
personal reward. (Learning value) 

 

The School Values Working Party report and recommendations to School Council are on our website. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/school_values_report_and_recommendations_for_school_council.pdf


 

William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation to our child safe policies and practices,  
please contact the Principal, Donald Eddington via email, donald.eddington@education.vic.gov.au.  

 
 
 
 

 For the week ending 11 November 

Prep Ryan For confidently segmenting and blending words when reading. 

12A 
 

Miranda For confidently and enthusiastically sharing her ideas in class discussions. 

12B 
 

Reign For showing enthusiasm recalling heart words and displaying greater fluency and 
accuracy when reading a ‘good fit’ book. 

34A 
 

 Isabella  For her quiet and confident approach to learning. 

34B 
 

Naima For always modelling our school values with her respectful and kind nature and 
confident approach to her learning. 

56A 
 

Lucas For showing great improvement in his paragraph writing. 

56B 
 

Ayesha For being a kind and thoughtful member of the class who always models our 
school values.  

56C 
 

Isaiah For being cooperative, helpful and using his manners. 

 For the week ending 18 November 

Prep 

 

Lenoir For demonstrating increasing confidence when reading and for showing  
enthusiasm when dancing and moving his body. 

12A 
 

Jake For his fantastic effort at identifying contractions and using them in his writing. 

12B 
 

Mary  For showing a growing understanding of how an author keeps a reader  
interested in a text.  

34A 
 

Tabitha For her excellent attitude, work ethic and bookwork in maths. She is an excellent 
role model. 

34B 
 

Ayden For showing greater confidence and independence with his writing tasks. 

56A 
 

Layla For outstanding neat and tidy bookwork.  

56B 
 

Natalia For taking care to accurately graph daily temperature data. 

56C 
 

Sienna For having confidence and for being willing to share her written work. 
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Beginning this week, the Prep, Year 2, 4 and 6 students are participating in a two-week intensive swimming 
program at Reservoir Leisure Centre. The Department of Education and Training’s Swimming In Schools 
Initiative is subsidising the total cost of this program including the bus. Back at school, our Year 1, 3 and 5 
students are participating in water safety awareness lessons developed by Lifesaving Victoria. 

Prep & Year 2 swimming 
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 Year 4 & 6 swimming 
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The students in 56A have been listening to books, such as This Old Thing, and using them to guide their 
paragraph writing. The students began by brainstorming topics and concepts represented in the books’  
illustrations. Then, they wrote topic sentences, included extra details, and a concluding sentence to write a 
complete paragraph.  

56A Student work 
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Students in 56B collected and collated temperature data for one week. They recorded the temperature  
inside the classroom first thing in the morning and at the end of the day. The students then represented 
their data in a ‘side-by-side’ graph. Some students went on to work out the mean, median, mode and range 
of temperatures for the week. 

56B Student work 
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In writing, the students in 56C have been developing their understanding of how to use banks of known 
words, syllabification, spelling patterns, word origins, base words, and prefixes and suffixes to spell new 
words, including some uncommon plurals. The students have also been talking about how suffixes have 
changed over time and new forms are created to reflect changing attitudes to gender, for example a 
‘policewoman’ is now called a ‘police officer’; an ‘air hostess’ is now called a ‘flight attendant’. 

56C Student work 
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Save the date: Wednesday, 14 December (6:30 pm - 7:30 pm) 

Celebration and Awards night is a time for our school community to come together to celebrate another  
terrific year at William Ruthven Primary School. Each grade performs a dance/song (similar to a mini  
concert), academic and citizenship awards are presented, the 2023 School and House Captains and  
winners of our end-of-year raffle will be announced. We will also acknowledge Peter Marco’s retirement. 

Celebration & Awards Night 
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On Friday, 18 November, the oldest child in each family brought home a note about purchasing tickets to 
our Celebration and Awards Night. Attached to the note was some raffle tickets. 
 
Celebration and Awards night tickets 
Tickets will go on sale on Monday, 21 November. Tickets for seats are $5.00. Children under 5 are free (if 
sitting on a parent/carer’s lap). Tickets are capped at four seats per family. The night will be held in the gym 
on Wednesday, 14 December (6:30 pm - 7:30 pm). Please complete the order and payment slip, and return 
the slip to school with the correct money. 

We encourage you to purchase seating no later than Friday, 25 November. If seats remain unsold,  
additional tickets will go on sale on Monday, 28 November.   
 
Raffle tickets 
Raffle tickets are $1.00 each. Please put name/telephone number on all tickets. . All tickets and money 
must be returned by Tuesday, 13 December. Tickets are also on sale until 6:30 pm on 14 December.  
Winners will be drawn on the night. Additional books can be collected from the office. 

The prizes are: 

• 1st prize: Star Wars: The Last Jedi 2-in-1 Mega Playset ($350.00) 

• 2nd prize: Luna Park: Unlimited family ride pass - 2 adults + 2 children ($155.00) 

• 3rd prize: Lenovo Tab M7 3rd Gen 7" 32GB Tablet (Value: $149.00) 

• 4th prize: Melbourne Zoo: Family pass - 2 adults + 2 children (Value: $105.00) 

• 5th prize: Crocs Playcentre: Any centre 10 entry pass (Value: $89.00) 

• 6th prize: $50.00 Bunnings Warehouse card (Value: $50.00) 

• 7th, 8th & 9th prizes: Reservoir Crocs Playcentre: 1 entry pass + Game of life board game (Value: 
$38.90) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thank you to Suzie Scarmozzino, Amy Buckley and Donald Eddington for sourcing the prizes for the  
end-of-year raffle. 
 
We look forward to see our families on the night. 
 
Diana Spadoni 
Special Events/Fundraising chair 

Celebration & Awards Night 

  

https://www.popcultcha.com.au/star-wars-the-last-jedi-bb-8-2-in-1-mega-playset.html
https://lunapark.com.au
https://www.officeworks.com.au/shop/officeworks/p/lenovo-tab-m7-3rd-gen-7-32gb-tablet-lenm732gb
https://www.zoo.org.au/melbourne
https://www.crocsplaycentre.com.au
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/vic/thomastown
https://reservoir.crocsplaycentre.com.au/reservoir
https://www.kmart.com.au/product/the-game-of-life-board-game-42086314
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Monday - Friday (2:30pm - 6:00pm) 

0478 100 412 

williamruthven@oshclub.com.au 
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What's been happening... 
It is time to have a sneak peek again at what has been happening at 
OSHClub. We had a chance to explore some different activities with the 
children to commemorate Remembrance Day. This included making 
paper plate poppies and poppy flowers. We also had a discussion with 
the children about what Remembrance Day means. It was amazing to 
hear some of the great stories that the children shared. 

All the children are taking initiative to help out with the making of their 
afternoon tea. This has been a big hit. Last week, the children learnt 
some new skills in making pizza muffins, stir fry noodles and how to roll 
sushi using a bamboo mat. 

The children also showed excitement and enthusiasm in planning our 
next week’s activities. The activities will include: making pancakes, 
playing musical chairs, having a talent show, and our other fun 
activities such as building domino walls and a café role play.   

Harvest time 
In addition to our planned activities, we are collaborating with the  
children to do some harvesting in our OSH CLub garden, and thinking 
about what we can plant next. If you have any suggestion please let us 
know. We would love to hear your ideas. 

Enrolling your child in at OSH Club 
Enrolling with OSHClub is easy and completely free. Just head to our 
website oshclub.com.au; click ‘Join OSHClub’ and follow the prompts.  
It is important that you inform the service if your child has a health-care 
need, allergy or relevant medical condition diagnosed by a medical 
practitioner. On your child’s first day of attendance, please bring along 
a completed Medical Management form, Risk Minimisation form and 
required medications. All medications (including ointments and creams) 
must be prescribed by a medical practitioner, be in its original container 
with the original pharmacist labels and have clear instructions. 

Please contact us directly if you have feedback, suggestions or queries 
about William Ruthven Primary School’s OSH Club program.  

Thanks 
The OSH Club team 
 


