
 

Congratulations to our award-winning students 
In term 3, eighteen students participated in the Australian Mathematics Competition. Our 
students achieved results at the following levels: 5 distinctions (top 20%), four credits  
(top 55%) and nine proficiencies. Congratulations to: Tate, Kenneth, Johan, Haruto, Luke, 
Elvin, Dylan S, Charlotte, Eli, Alyssa, Cameron, Ekam, Sarbatt, Nicholas, Melinda, Jacq, 
Nicolai and Jiahao for their wonderful achievement. 

Also in term 3, students’ artwork was entered in to the Whittlesea Agricultural Show. The 
following students received a prize for their artwork: Charlotte, Eva and Uswa. Well done. 
 

Transition programs/Meet the teacher 
The process for transitioning into a new class can result in mixed emotions. Your child 
may be excited or anxious, or a combination of both emotions. On 7 December, Year 6 
students head off to secondary schools to have their orientation day. On this day, we will 
also be having our ‘Meet your 2022 teacher’ sessions.  

This is an important time to model resilience and reassure your child that it is normal to 
feel unsure and even anxious in new circumstances. Share some of your own positive 
memories about starting in a new class (or secondary school). It can be reassuring for a 
child to know that you went through a similar experience and survived. Show confidence 
in your child’s ability to be resilient. Confidence is catching. 
 

Celebration Night (Thursday, 9 December at 5:30 pm) 
The 2021 Academic and Citizenship Awards, as well the 2022 
School Captains, will be announced at Celebration Night. The 
Year 6 Sports, Endeavour and William Ruthven Award winners 
will also be announced on the night. Prep - 5 award recipients 
will receive their framed certificates on 10 December. Year 6 
award recipients will receive their framed certificates and award 
plaques at their graduation ceremony on 13 December. To view 
Celebration Night, please log in to my WebEx room at 5:25 pm  
for a 5:30 pm start: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f.  
 

Vaccination requirements for parents, carers and other visitors 
Parents, carers and other adults who enter school buildings must have had two doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine by Monday, 29 November 2021 or have a valid medical exception. The  
following limited exceptions apply: 

• When attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment  

   cannot be administered by the school 

• When attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building  

   unaccompanied by their parent/carer 

• When attending for a short time that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or  

   students, for example, to collect a completed art project or similar. 

This requirement applies to all school activities inside school buildings, including but not 
limited to, kindergarten transition activities, tours, graduations, fetes and school theatre 
and music production. All adults attending these events, regardless of whether they are 
held indoors or outdoors, must be vaccinated, in line with community requirements. 
For more information, please see: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-
vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy 

 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

2022 Term dates 

Term 1 

31 Jan - 08 April 

Term 2 

26 Apr - 24 June 

Term 3 

11 Jul - 16 Sep 

Term 4 

3 Oct - 20 Dec 

November 2021 

26 2022 Prep 
transition #4 

29 Library & Take 
Home Books 
returned. 

29 2022 Prep 
transition #5 

  

December 2021 

01 2022 Prep 
transition #6 

07 2022 Meet the 
teacher 

07 2022 Year 7  
orientation 

09 Celebration 
Night (WebEx) 

10 Reports go 
home 

13 School  
Council mtg 

13 Year 6 
Graduation 
Dinner: 
5:00pm 

13 Year 6  
Graduation  
Ceremony: 
6:15 pm 

15 Year 5/6 camp  
departs 

17 Year 5/6 camp  
returns 

17 Term 4 ends 
1:00 pm finish  

  

January 2022 

28  Teachers  
return 

31 Term 1 begins 
8:50 am start 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
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Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

School uniforms 
We appreciate that your child may have grown during the recent lock down and that their 
school uniform may no longer fit. During term 4, we will be flexible with our school uniform 
policy. However, we would appreciate, where ever possible, that your child wears blue  
(t-shirt or polo top, pants and jumper/windcheater) if you are unable to send them in 
school uniform at this time. Details about purchasing school uniform items from PSW  
(our uniform supplier) are on page 6 of the newsletter. 

We have a limited range of LW Reid uniform stock that is available for purchase. Please 
contact the office on 9460 1668 to make a purchase via credit card or come to the office. 

Second-hand uniforms 
We accept second-hand uniforms that can be passed onto other families at no cost. We 
ask that these donated uniforms are in good condition and have been washed prior to your 
kind donation. Now is the perfect time to donate uniform items that your child has outgrown. 

School Council news 

Auslan at William Ruthven Primary School in 2022 
In 2022, Auslan will be taught as a language immersion program 
that will complement the students’ literacy and numeracy learning 
(e.g., phonic and number fluency). Students, education support 
staff, teachers and the leadership team will learn Auslan together. 

The Auslan curriculum provides direction for an integrated, inclusive 
and meaningful approach to language education for both first and 
second language learners. Learning Auslan as a second language 
will not only give our students a lifelong skill but it will increase their 
ability to communicate with members of the Australian deaf community.  

The increased sense of belonging and community that is associated with learning Auslan holds the  
potential to increase enjoyment in communicating for both hearing and deaf members of society.  
Additionally, learning Auslan increases memory retention and motion processing while stimulating brain 
development and mental flexibility.  

Early finish for Term 4 2021 
Students can be dismissed earlier than 2:30 pm on the last day of Term 4 provided the School Council has 
been consulted and their views taken into account and the instructional period is at least 240 minutes. 
School Council has approved a 1:00 pm finish for students on Friday, 17 December. For more information, 
please see: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-hours/policy  

2022 Pupil-free days 
Government schools have four pupil-free days per year. Friday, 28 January, the first day for teachers, is 
mandated, by the Department of Education and Training, as a pupil free day. The following pupil-free days 
have been approved by School Council for 2022: Wednesday, 22 June (for parent/teacher interviews) and 
Monday, 31 October (to support the school’s 2023 Annual Implementation Planning). The final pupil-free 
day for 2022 is yet to be determined.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-hours/policy
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2022 Parent Payment policy | Voluntary financial contributions 
  
1 November 2021 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
William Ruthven Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and 
would like to advise you of our school’s 2022 voluntary financial contributions. 
 
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we want to 
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families  
ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our students. We want to 
thank you for all your support, whether that is through fundraising or volunteering your time. This has 
made a difference to our school and the programs we can offer. 
 
In 2022, William Ruthven Primary School will gratefully accept voluntary contributions for: 

• Classroom consumables and materials, and specialist class equipment: $75.00 

• Provision and upkeep of shared school laptop devices and iPads: $15.00 

• Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials: $10.00 

• Grounds maintenance (DET does not provide sufficient funds for grounds maintenance): $25.00 

• A tax-deductible contribution to buy books that sustain the library as a valuable resource: $25.00.  

All extra curricular items and activities in 2022 will be on a user-pays basis. 
 
The financial contributions of families in the past have allowed us to: 

• Update our school’s reading program 

• Provide more hand-on materials for problem solving in mathematics 

• Establish a robotics program 

• Purchase materials to support creativity and exploration in our art and science programs 

• Ensure all students have access to sports equipment to develop active and healthy children. 
 
Financial support for families 
William Ruthven Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and 
offers a range of support options, including: 

• Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

• State Schools’ Relief (SSR) 

• Free second-hand uniforms. 

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative 
payment arrangements, contact: Gabriella Nikolovski (Business Manager). 
Phone: 03 9460 1668 | Email: gabriella.nikolovski@education.vic.gov.au. 
 
Payment methods 
William Ruthven primary school’s preferred method of payment is via direct deposit to the school’s official 
bank account. Where families choose not to use direct deposit, they can make payment via EFTPOS/
credit card or pay in person using cash.. 
 
Refunds 
Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case ba-
sis. Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into con-
sideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, 
Financial Help for Families Policy and any other relevant information. 
 
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments policy, please refer to the one-page  
overview attached on page 4 of the information emailed to parents and carers on Monday, 1 November. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Donald Eddington   Melinda Spiteri 
Principal    School Council President  

mailto:gabriella.nikolovski@education.vic.gov.au


 

 
 
 
 

 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

 We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

 To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

 williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

 Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 For the week ending 12 November 

Prep 

 

Jake For clearly explaining his thinking and for sharing his strategy when solving verbal 
action stories in maths. 

1/2A 
 

Ava For her great effort at learning to tell time. 

1/2B 
 

Baneen For always having a positive attitude towards her learning.  

2/3A 
 

Indy For her great effort in learning how to tell the time to the minute. 

3/4A 
 

Louis For always showing compassion and kindness to others in the classroom. 

3/4B 
 

Kristine For creating a narrative with characters and a clearly defined problem.  

5/6A 
 

Rabika For her neat and tidy book work. 

5/6B 
 

Madeline For contributing to the ‘Respectful Relationships’ discussions in a very mature and 
supportive manner. 

5/6C 
 

Haylee  For her clear and well thought out procedural text about how to set up a TV. 

 For the week ending 19 November 

Prep Keith For confidently drawing on his prior knowledge and experiences to make  
meaningful text-to-self connections when reading. 

1/2A 
 

Milena For always working hard to complete tasks to the best of her ability.  

1/2B 
 

Monique For correctly using talking marks to show when a character is speaking in her  
narrative. 

2/3A 
 

Andronikos For working hard to increase his focus during independent task time. 

3/4A 
 

Louis For always showing compassion and kindness to others in the classroom. 

3/4B 
 

Zoe For structuring her paragraphs with supporting statements. 

5/6A 
 

Salim For writing a great procedural text for our 2022 prep students about how to get 
ready for school.  

5/6B 
 

Zoey For being able to find and reference lots of evidence from the text when explaining 
the author’s purpose. 

5/6C 
 

Jad For trying his personal best when working on our author’s purpose task. 
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Purchasing your child’s school uniform from PSW 
Families can purchase uniforms in the Campbellfield store, via click and collect or have them delivered to a 
destination of your choosing. Please see below for details regarding the purchasing of a school uniform.  
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