
 

Remote learning 
Thank you for supporting your children and our school staff last week with the state’s  
lockdown/circuit breaker. We were unaware of the ‘snap’ lockdown until a former staff 
member informed me at 1:20 pm. Staff were then informed at 1:30 pm.  
 

Within 90 minutes, staff had prepared learning tasks and put together stationery packs so 
our students could learn from home. Staff did an incredible job. This is just another  
example of why I am proud to lead the dedicated and committed team at William  
Ruthven Primary School. At 3:15 pm, we received official notification from the Department. 
 

Over the three days of remote learning, staff were preparing for the 
possibility of future lockdowns. In 2021, we intend to use SeeSaw as 
a digital portfolio of student learning and as a classroom  
communication tool so parents and carers can see the types of things 
being taught and learnt at school. If needed, however, we will also 
use SeeSaw for remote learning.  
 

Please ensure that your child has logged on to SeeSaw and answered the login question. 
If you are having difficulties with SeeSaw, please email your child’s teacher. 
 
Oliver: Our new library borrowing system 
In 2020, we began the process of moving our school’s library borrowing 
system across to Oliver. Oliver is a web-based learning, information and 
library management tool that can be accessed at school and at home. 
Students can view the entire library collection, read a short book  
summary and check whether the book is available for loan (or when it is 
due back). Mary Ioannidis (Education Support) has done an incredible 
job putting nearly 4500 books on the system — with around another  
1000 books to be put onto Oliver. Students can borrow two books at a time.  
View our library collection. 
 
Pupil-free day: Tuesday, 9 March 
Each year, schools receive four pupil-free days for professional learning, 
school planning and administration, curriculum development and student  
assessment and reporting. The first day of term 1 each year must be a pupil-
free day in all government schools to allow for appropriate planning to take 
place for the arrival of students. In 2021, this was Wednesday, 27 January. 

The other 2021 pupil-free days, which have been approved by School Council, are: 

• Tuesday, 9 March (Focus: School Strategic Plan / 2021 Annual Implementation Plan) 

• Thursday, 24 June (Focus: Parent-teacher interviews)  

• Monday, 1 November (Review 2021 Annual Implementation Plan / Develop 2022 Plan). 
 
Year 5/6 camp information session 
This year, students in Year 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to 
attend a three-day beach camp. Waratah Beach Camp (Wilson’s 
Prom) has been booked for 9 - 11 June. The cost of the camp  
will be $350.00 per student. The Camps, Sports and Excursion 
Fund (CSEF) can be used by eligible families to help offset the 
cost of the camp. An information session is being held on  
Thursday, 4 March for interested families via Suzie Nackovski’s  
WebEx room: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/nackovski.suzie.s  
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Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 1 

28 Jan - 01 April 

 

Term 2 

19 Apr - 25 June 

 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 

 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

FEBRUARY 2021 

24 No school for 
Prep students 

  

MARCH 2021 

03 No school for 
Prep students 

04 Yr 5/6 camp 
info session 

08 Labour Day  
No school 

09 Pupil-free 
No school 

10 Preps begin 
Wednesdays 

19 National Ride 
to School Day 

  

APRIL 2021 

01 End of term 
2:30 pm 

19 Term 2  
begins 

21 School  
photographs 

  

May 2021 

11 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

Pupil-free days 

Each year schools 

receive four pupil-

free days. 

 

• Wed 27 January 

• Tues 9 March 

• Thur 24 June 

• Mon 1 November 

https://williamruthvenps.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/home/browse/list
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/nackovski.suzie.s
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Behaviour Incident Register 
We now have a centralised system for recording classroom and yard-based behavioural incidents - the  
Behaviour Incident Register (BIR). The BIR allows the school to track the regularity and severity of students’ 
behavioural incidents. 
  

Behaviour management charts for the yard 
Behaviour charts for the yard have been placed on all glass doors of the main building so that there is a  
visible and consistent whole-school approach for dealing with incidents in the playground. The focus of this 
approach is that ‘Everyone has the right to be safe and happy’. Appropriate behaviour is rewarded with our 
new ‘gold slips’. Gold slip rewards are drawn each Thursday at our whole school assembly. 
 

Staff have been reminded that “low” level incidents are to be dealt with and followed up with a phone call 
home. Our parents/carers and students need to have confidence that our classrooms and yard are safe and 
happy places. This can only be achieved when we work collectively with our families. 
 
 

 
  

 

Please refer to page 6 of the newsletter to see the school’s behaviour management chart for the yard. 
 

We strive to have a safe and happy learning environment at our school. As a proactive and preventive  
measure, we implement the Berry Street Education Model to build our students’ coping skills, resilience, 
mental health and wellbeing. 
 

While we expect all students to behave appropriately (and without violence), not every student’s home life is 
the same. While we maintain a zero tolerance towards physical and verbal aggression, and consequences 
including suspensions will be issued, we also acknowledge that some students require additional support, so 
we will continue to work with families, the Department and external agencies to modify student behaviour. 
 

In the event of unexpected incidents that may cause a student distress, we will aim to restore safety and  
return to normal routine as soon as practicable and communicate with parents/caregivers as relevant. Should 
students need extra support, the school has access to DET’s Student Support Services (SSS), who can  
provide assistance in the form of psychological first aid in the immediate aftermath of a serious incident. The 
school will make every effort to contact parents/carers if such SSS assistance is required. Parents/carers can 
also access support outside of school (via a mental health plan referral through your GP). 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 

Examples of behaviour that  
requires a warning. 

Examples of behaviour that 
requires walking with a staff 
member as a consequence 
and a phone call home. 

Examples of behaviour that requires 
exiting the yard and then a phone 
call home and a consequence to be 
given. 

• Not following instructions 
• Not letting others join in 
• Taking another student’s hat 

• Swearing 
• Teasing 
• Poking and pushing 
• Hitting with a hat 
• Not adhering to a warning 

• Aggressive behaviour (hitting, kicking) 
• Verbal/physical harassment (bullying) 
• Threatening others 
• Damaging school property 
• Ongoing “low” level inappropriate  
   behaviour 

 
Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/141/Berry-Street-Education-Model-(BSEM)
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 12 February 19 February 

Prep Jonathan Keith 

1/2A Milena Dimitrios 

1/2B Kristian Suheyla 

2/3A Noah Georgia 

3/4A Dylan H Layla 

3/4B Alana Ethan 

5/6A Dean D Isaiah 

5/6B Lochlan Sarbatt 

5/6C Charlotte Mohammad 

  William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

   We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

   To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

   williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

   Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards


 
 1/2A and 1/2B work 

Ms Bennet and Ms Pickford have LOVED getting to know the new classes. The students have had a 
beautiful start to the school year and have been busily learning routines and how to be amazing  
readers, writers and mathematicians. The students have been hard at work showing us everything they 
already know, so we are ready for the year ahead. Some of our favourite tasks so far have been in 
maths.  
 
1/2A completed informative posters of all the numbers in their lives. 
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 1/2A and 1/2B work 
1/2B made beautiful displays of their knowledge of the seasons. 



 

Students’ rights poster and Behaviour Management chart for the yard 
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 Purchasing school uniforms 
 

The price list and other information about our school’s uniform is located on our website at: 
https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/92/School-uniform 
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 OSH Club Newsletter  
                

Contact Information 
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412         
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
Program Coordinator: Laura                                     
Program Assistant: Sandra  

 

At OSHClub we value the student’s voices and interests so that the activities 
we do are educational, fun and valuable.  

Over the next fortnight we are focusing on exploring cultures of the world and the seasons 
changing from summer to autumn.  

The creativity of our students has always amazed us! From mindful colouring and ink -
making, to building houses from blocks and figures out of Zoobs… we are so impressed by what we observe 
and incorporate these aspects in our programming.  
 
As the weather begins to cool down we will have more opportunities for outdoor games and activities. During 
the week, especially on Wednesdays, our service enjoys Gardening Club.  
 
Our Green Team have begun weeding the planter boxes and planting new 
seedlings! 

If you have any seeds you would like to see grow, please feel free to bring 
them in! We are very excited to care for our garden. 

Menu: 
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) accompanied by the 
special of the day. 

All families must be enrolled with OSHClub to attend the 
program. Creating an account is free. Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au  

DAY 
Week beginning 22 February 
Theme: languages of world 

Week beginning 1 March 
Theme: seasons changing; summer to autumn 

MONDAY 
Create a story 

International Mother Language Day 
Student -ed exercise routine 

The solar system 

TUESDAY 
Bend and stretch 

Language of the day: Italian 
Birthday wall 

The sun and moon 
Duck, duck, goose 

Group painting 

WEDNESDAY 
Documenting seedlings growth 

Language of the day: Greek 
Menu challenge 

Gardening Club 
What grows well together 

Downball tournament 

THURSDAY 
Painting wooden trees 

Language of the day: Vietnamese 
Bird watching 

Creating snowflakes 
Fruit salad 

Building our own cities (recycled materials) 

FRIDAY 
Heads down, thumbs up (COVID safe) 

Magha Puja: Buddhist festival 
Underwater creatures 

Giant’s treasure 

Bookings and Cancellations 
Bookings can be made online at any time up to 24 hours before the sessions commences (for example, if you need  
after care on Friday afternoon, your booking will need to be completed online by no later than 3pm on Thursday.) To 
make a booking after this time, please contact the service directly on  0478 100 412. Late bookings will incur an  
addition $4.00 fee. To avoid any out of pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance.  
Cancellations within this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS.  
 

Late Pick Up: A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time 
 

No Show: An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any bookings where no cancellation is provided.  

Program Times Full Fee Fee After 85% CCS* 

After School Care 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm $28.00 $5.39 

Fees and hours of operation as at term 1, 2020 and may be subject to change/ *Child Care Subsidy can provide up to 85% off your child’s care fees.  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/

