
 

While we continue our strong focus on reading, writing and  
mathematics, this last fortnight has been a busy one with many 
extra curricular activities. These activities include Ride2School 
Day, planting flowers, LaunchPad gymnastics and the year 4 - 6 
students participating in district athletics. 
 

Early dismissal for end of term 1 
Just a reminder that term 1 ends on Thursday, 1 April. Students will be dismissed at the 
earlier time of 2:30 pm on this day.  
 

Goal setting 
At the end of term, reading, writing and mathematics goals for your child will be sent 
home. These learning goals have been developed in collaboration with your child. They 
include suggestions for how you can assist your child at home with the achievement of 
their learning goals. 
 

Classroom Helpers information session 
You child and their teacher very much appreciate help in the 
classroom. Classroom helpers enhance learning environments 
through increased adult participation. Involvement in school  
programs provide parents/carers with new insights and an  
increased understanding about student learning, and it helps to 
build and maintain strong links between home and school. 
 

We welcome and need classroom helpers in our classrooms. 
 

Bridget Gibson and Amy Buckley (Learning Specialists) are hosting a Classroom Helpers 
information session for you to learn about how you can help in our classroom. 

• Date: Wednesday, 24 March 

• Time: 3:10 pm - 3:40 pm 

• Where: Room 2 
 

Peter Marco (Assistant Principal) will supervise students for parents/carers in attendance. 
 

A window into our classrooms 
Beginning week 2 next term, a weekly update of your child’s 
learning will be posted to SeeSaw. The post will be a photograph 
of your child’s work in reading, writing or mathematics. This 
‘window into our classrooms’ is designed to build stronger home- 
school partnerships. Some questions that you can could ask your 
child about their work on SeeSaw could include: 

• What were you learning? 

• How did you go? What was easy/challenging about the task? 

• What else did you do (before or after completing the task)? 
 

School photographs 
Class and individual photographs will be taken on Wednesday, 21 April. Only students for 
whom we have a ‘permission to publish’ form can have their photo taken. If you have not 
returned your child’s ‘permission to publish’ form, the office staff ask that you do so by the 
end of term. Instructions for ordering school photos is on page 5 of the newsletter. 
 
Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 1 

28 Jan - 01 April 

 

Term 2 

19 Apr - 25 June 

 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 

 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

APRIL 2021 

01 End of term 
2:30 pm 

19 Term 2  
begins 

19 Annual report 
to community 

19 School  
Council mtg 

21 School  
photographs 

23 Story time for 
0-5 year olds 
(continues 
every Friday) 

  

May 2021 

11 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

12 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

13 NAPLAN for 
Yr 3 & 5 

  

June 2021 

09 Yr 5/6 camp  
Waratah Bay 

10 Yr 5/6 camp  
Waratah Bay 

11 Yr 5/6 camp  
Waratah Bay 

14 Queen’s 
Birthday 
No school 

17 Reports go 
home 

Pupil-free days 

Our other pupil-free 

days for 2021 are: 

• Thur 24 June 

• Mon 1 November 
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Decoding vs Comprehension 
 

Reading is essential in order for children to be successful academically and to  
develop a love of literature. Good readers need to be able to decode the text 
they are reading, and comprehend the message of the text in order to become 
fluent and independent readers. 
 

Decoding is the ability to apply the knowledge of letter-sound  
relationships to read words such as sounding out a word or breaking it into 
parts. This is called segmenting and blending.  
 

Comprehension is the ability to understand and make sense of the 
words on the page.  
 

Fluency is the ability to put both of those skills (decoding and comprehending) together at the same 
time. Without comprehension, the reader is not gaining any meaning from their reading. Gaining meaning 
from the text is the whole purpose of reading. 
 

Reading at William Ruthven Primary School 
In the latter part of 2019, teachers identified that while many of our students are able to decode the texts 
that they are reading, there is a significant need to develop their comprehension strategies. A major focus at 
William Ruthven Primary School is to support our students to become fluent, independent readers who 
comprehend texts. By supporting our students to develop their comprehension strategies, the students will 
learn to read for meaning, develop a greater vocabulary, and increase their memory and thinking skills. 
 

Home reading 
Regular home reading is important and your child should to be  
doing around 15 minutes each night supported by a family member. 
Home reading provides your child with opportunities to practise  
fluency, build confidence and develop their imagination. 
  

Your child’s take home book is based on their independent reading 
level. This means that the book should be easy. The independent 
reading level is one where your child will be successful at not only 
reading the text but also comprehending what they have read. It is 
a good idea for the take home book to be read more than once to 
assist your child in developing their fluency. 
 

Bridget Gibson 
Learning Specialist (Literacy) 

 

Can you help? 
Clean up WRPS morning (Thursday, 1 April) 

We would love some help 9:00 am - 10:30 am. 
 

Students and staff will be pulling out weeds and 
moving mulch. They will also be picking up rubbish  
that has collected at the bottom of the slope along 
Henderson Street. 
 

We would greatly appreciate it if you could spare 
some time to help keep our school looking great.  
 

Please bring your own gardening gloves. 

Our school grounds 

Over the last 21 months, a considerable amount of 
time and effort has gone into make our classrooms, 
library and STAR Centre clean and orderly learning 
environments. 
 

This term, we have been working hard to improve 
our school grounds. You may have noticed our vast 
grounds are looking particularly well maintained and 
we have recently relocated six planter boxes. The 
students have worked with Peter Marco to plant  
annuals in these boxes to add floral splashes of  
colour around the school. 
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 12 March 19 March 

Prep Zara Marco 

1/2A Norah Alice 

1/2B Alessia Reyane 

2/3A Chloe Marcus 

3/4A Iman Gilda 

3/4B Elvin Dhevontay 

5/6A Ameilia Crystal 

5/6B Turki Katia 

5/6C Amarbir Raghavan 

 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

  To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

  williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

  Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 

School Council news 
At the School Council meeting on 15 March, it was agreed to co-opt 
Diana Spadoni (year 4 parent) to fill the one-year vacancy. 
 

New Council and sub-committees 
The new School Council is meeting on Monday, 19 April. School 
Council is looking to build parent voice and representation via its  
sub-committees. If you are interested in joining the Education sub-
committee or Buildings and Grounds sub-committee, please  
contact the office on 9460 1668. The meeting days and times will be  
negotiated based on the parents and carers interested in attending. 
 

Annual Report to the Community (19 April) 
The Annual Report gives principals and school council the opportunity to share the previous year’s  
achievements and progress with the community. This includes reflecting on the school’s performance and 
explaining the positive impact of school improvement efforts on student outcomes. 
 

All parents and carers are welcome to attend the annual report meeting at 5:15 pm on Monday, 19 April. 
The meting will be held in the staffroom. Alternately, parents and carers can attend the meeting via WebEx: 
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/eddington.donald.f. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feduvic.webex.com%2Fmeet%2Feddington.donald.f&data=04%7C01%7CDonald.Eddington%40education.vic.gov.au%7C196049c479b340a93dab08d87b9c1f9b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6373952577854
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Dear Parents and Carers 

  
 Come along with your child to hear some of our  
 favourite picture books and participate in rhyme time. 

 
 Reading, talking, sharing stories and singing can help  
 your child to develop their curiosity, imagination and  
 communication skills. Story time can also help your  
 child to get to know sounds, words and language, as  
 well as develop their early literacy skills. 

 
 When:  Each Friday 9:00 am – 9:50 am  
             (Beginning Friday, 23 April) 

 
 Where:  William Ruthven Primary School 
               60 Merrilands Road, Reservoir 

 
 Who:  All children 0 – 5 years are   
            welcome to attend with a parent/carer. 

 
 Donald Eddington 
 Principal 
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 LauchPad  
Gymnastics 
All students from prep to year 6  
are participating in a four-week  
gymnastics program run by the  
Melbourne Sports Institute. 

LaunchPad Gymnastics provides 
students with the opportunity to 
build fundamental movement skills, 
and then progresses on to  
challenging older students with 
more complex movement  
sequences. 

Thank you to Denise Sinopoli for  
coordinating the program. 

Ride 2 School 
Around 90 students participated in 
active travel as part the national 
Ride 2 School day on 19 March. 

Thanks to the City of Darebin for 
providing prizes for students who 
engaged in active travel, and Erika 
Bennet for coordinating the event. 
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 District Athletics 
34 students in years 4 - 6 were  
selected to represent our school at 
the Keon Park District  
Athletics on Friday, 19 March. 
 

We congratulate all of the students 
who did a magnificent job displaying 
the importance of doing their best 
and being a good sport. 
 

Thank you to the parents/carers 
who came along to support and 
cheers on our students. Thanks  
also to Cathy Pearce, Denise  
Sinopoli and Suzie Nackovski for 
their work on the day. Their work 
was  appreciated by all involved. 
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 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C work 
5/6A students researched, designed and created towers in our Inquiry Unit which has been focussing 
on design and technology. Students had to work through criteria and consider a range of design  
solutions to possible problems. Students created prototypes but explored the types of social and  
environmental impacts their actual tower would have if it was to be built in Melbourne. 
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 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C work 
As part of the Inquiry Unit this semester, the students in grade 5/6B designed a poster advertising 
the grand opening of the tower that they designed.  
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 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C work 
Recently, students in 5/6C have been focusing on writing an informative text - newspaper article -  
about the tower that they designed and constructed in their Inquiry Unit - focusing on the  
design, architect (themselves), social and environmental impacts the towers have on the public.   

At the end of the unit, students then digitally published their Tower Newspaper Article and created an 
eye-catching poster about the opening of their tower. Their poster and writing is to persuade as many 
people as possible to come and see their tower using persuasive devices that they learnt over the 
week.   
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 5/6A, 5/6B and 5/6C work 
This week our students in 5/6C have been looking at the concept of peer pressure. This involves 
identifying peer pressure and developing some strategies to help them cope with peer pressure in 
difficult situations. Our unit started by sharing our prior knowledge of being peer pressured and what 
we can do to stop ourselves from getting peer pressured. Students were engaged in heated  
discussions, revealing that peer pressure can sometimes stir up emotions in us so we need to  
remember to be respectful when discussing situations like this. They also acknowledged that  
standing up to peer pressure can be scary and emotional. Then students worked in groups to  
develop an eye-catching poster using titles / facts and appropriate visuals to support the  
information.   
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 OSH Club Newsletter  
         

Contact Information 
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412     
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
Program Coordinator: Laura                   
Program Assistant: Sandra  

 
 

As we prepare the garden for two weeks unattended, it feels precious to work 
on it together in our Gardening Club. We will be creating more art with the 
theme of Easter and planning our next term. Our OSHClub community will 
play and create together every day in week 9 so that it does not feel like 
goodbye, but see you very soon. Moovosity will be every Monday,  
Wednesday and Thursday in term 2, to learn to play in teams and learn new 
skills. Of course there is always time to have independent play too! 

Do you have exciting things planned for the holidays? Maybe there are some 
books you’ll be reading or science experiments to take place. Maybe you are 
seeing family for the first time in a while? If you want to use our OSHClub  
services, please contact Laura for information on our Vacation Care. This is 
not offered on the William Ruthven Primary campus, but at nearby schools. 

Laura will be at St Mary’s Primary School in Thornbury and we have some awesome excursions and  
incursions planned! 

As school ends at 2:30 pm on 1 April, this is a reminder that we will begin OSHClub at 2:30 pm. Lastly, Laura 
and Sandra want to thank the students, families and staff for their assistance this term. Wishing you a joyous 
and restful holiday. 

Menu: 
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) accompanied by the 
special of the day. 

All families must be enrolled with OSHClub to attend the 
program. Creating an account is free. Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au  

DAY 
Week beginning 29 March, 2021 

Theme: Easter 
Week beginning 14 April, 2021 
Theme: Science in our world 

MONDAY 
Chatter box with animal jokes 

Moovosity: Howzat! 
Science experiment: making butter 

Moovosity: Hoop Pass 

TUESDAY 
Painting: fireworks with toilet rolls 

Group fitness challenge 
Dinosaur art 

Making bread from flour 

WEDNESDAY 
Moovosity: Doctor Visit 

Easter egg hunt 
Unicorn painting 

Moovosity: Hit the Wall! 

THURSDAY 
Balloon volleyball 

Pin the ears on the Easter Bunny 
Vegetarian banquet 

Moovosity: Make the Number 
Discovering Australian Sign Language 

FRIDAY 
EASTER LONG WEEKEND Science diorama: the sea and ocean 

Painting: self portraits 

Bookings and Cancellations 
Bookings can be made online at any time up to 24 hours before the sessions commences (for example, if you need  
after care on Friday afternoon, your booking will need to be completed online by no later than 3pm on Thursday.) To 
make a booking after this time, please contact the service directly on 0478 100 412. Late bookings will incur an  
addition $4.00 fee. To avoid any out of pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance.  
Cancellations within this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS.  
 

Late Pick Up: A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time 
 

No Show: An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any bookings where no cancellation is provided.  

Program Times Full Fee Fee After 85% CCS* 

After School Care 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm $28.00 $5.39 

Fees and hours of operation as at term 1, 2020 and may be subject to change/ *Child Care Subsidy can provide up to 85% off your child’s care fees.  

“Don’t count the days, make the days count!” 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/

