
 

Happy Mothers’ Day 
We hope that all our mums, caregivers, aunts, grandmothers and 
other special persons had the opportunity to spend time with family 
on Mothers’ Day. Thank you to our parents and carers who helped to 
set up the mothers’ day stall and/or who helped sell gifts last Friday: 
Robert Attenborough, Christine Crosta, Elena Dagis, Caterina  
Del Cielo, Nicole Davey, Wei Fang Liu, Janna Gacovski, Antonella Garro, Sharon  
Hitchman, Sonja Kostadinov, Diana Spadoni and Melinda Spiteri. Thanks also to our 
school’s co-captains who acted as ‘runners’ to ensure that the morning ran smoothly. 
 

Respectful Relationships and Consent Education 
Our school will be taking part in the Department’s Respectful Relationships initiative. 
Teachers will be using the Department’s Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
teaching and learning materials to develop our students’ social and emotional skills,  
positive gender norms and address the prevention of gender-based violence. 
 

You may have seen in the media that the teaching of consent is mandatory in all Victorian 
government schools. Schools will be teaching all students (Prep − Year 12) about consent 
in an age-appropriate way. More information will be provided about this at a later date.   
 

Story time (Each Friday at 9:00 am in room 2) 
Bridget Gibson (Literacy Specialist) is running story 
time for all children from 0 to 5 years. The purpose of 
these sessions is support early literacy skills, oral  
language and a love of books. Play is also a feature 
of these sessions. We invite you to come along and to 
also invite friends who have young children. 
 

National Family Reading Month 
May is National Family Reading Month which celebrates and encourages families to read 
more together. We would love you to email a photo of your family reading together to  
publish in a future newsletter (william.ruthven.ps@education.vic.gov.au). See page 12 of 
this newsletter for more details about our National Family Reading Month challenge. 

 
Open Day: Tuesday, 25 May  
Parents, carers and extended family members are invited to join us for our 
open day. Please note: Classrooms have a COVID-capacity of 31 people 
(which includes the students, teacher and education support staff) so be 
mindful that some waiting outside rooms may be necessary. Please bring a 
face mask to wear for cases when 1.5 m distancing cannot be maintained. 

Amy Buckley (Numeracy Specialist) has organised lots of fun maths tasks for families to 
complete together. Raema Barker (Science/Robotics teacher) has also organised fun  
coding/robotics tasks for families to do. There are prizes to be won on the afternoon, too.  
 

Donald Eddington 
Principal 
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WILLIAM RUTHVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

  

      RESPECT  •  CONFIDENCE  •  COMPASSION 

           
Important Dates 

2021 Term dates 

Term 2 

19 Apr - 25 June 
 

Term 3 

12 July - 17 Sept 
 

Term 4 

4 Oct - 17 Dec 

May 2021 

17 School  
Council Mtg 

19 Simultaneous 
Story time  

21 Step into Prep 
(Music) 

25 Open  
Morning  
(9 am–11 am) 

25 Open  
Afternoon 
(3 pm - 5pm) 

27 Kinder visits 
(Robotics) 

  

June 2021 

08 1/2A & 1/2B 
excursion 

09 Yr 5/6 camp 
Waratah Bay 

10 Yr 5/6 camp 
Waratah Bay 

11 Yr 5/6 camp 
Waratah Bay 

14 Queen’s 
Birthday 
No school 

15 Step into Prep 
(Robotics) 

17 Reports go 
home 

17 School  
Council Mtg 

24 Parent/
Teacher  
interviews 
No school 

25 Term 2 ends 
2:30 pm finish 

Pupil-free days 

Our other pupil-free 

days for 2021 are: 

• Thur 24 June 

• Mon 1 November 
Open morning (9:00 am − 11:00 am) 
• See our classrooms in action. 
• School tours at 9:00 am and 10:00 am. 
• Science Discovery Dome in-school activity. 

Open afternoon 3:00 pm − 5:00 pm) 
• Hear our school choir. 
• School tours at 3:15 pm and 4:15 pm. 
• Join in our robotics and family maths. 
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Every minute counts 
 

It is important that students arrive 
at school on time each day. We 
have a staff member on yard  
duty from 8:40 am until 8:50 am. 
 

At William Ruthven Primary, our 
school day begins at 8:50 am. 
 

At 8:50 am, classroom teachers 
mark the roll and then begin  
explaining the learning intention 
and success criteria for a lesson. 
Teachers then explicitly teach the  
learning needed for that lesson.  
 

When your child is late, they: 

• Can miss out on the explicit  
   teaching for that lesson. 

• Can disrupt the learning of their  
   classmates. 
 

Please continue to support us to 
maximise your child’s learning by  
ensuring that they attend school  
and that they arrive on time. 
 
We understand that there may be  
occasions where your child is 
late to school due to some  
unforeseen circumstances such 
as road works or an accident. We 
also understand that morning 
starts can be a very busy time for 
some families. 
 

If your child is late to school (that is, 
they arrive after the bell at 8:50 am), 
we ask that you accompany them to 
the office to get a late pass. 
 
 

Thank you. 
 

Donald Eddington 
Principal 
 

 
Please note: 
It is now mandatory for 
schools to call parents/carers 
when a child is absent from 
school. So if your child is  
away, and you have not told 
us, you will receive a call from 
the school to ask about your 
child’s whereabouts. 
 
If we are unable to contact 
you, we are required to make  
contact with the nominated  
emergency contacts on your 
child’s file.  

If your child is absent from school, parents/carers are required to 
contact us — on the morning of the absence. There are currently 
four ways to contact the school if your child is absent. 

Tell us in person Text us on 
0456 429 161 
 
 
 
 
 

Text your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Call us on  
9460 1668 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell us your child’s 
name, grade and 

reason for the  
absence. 

Message us via 
the SkoolBag app 

 
 
 
 
 
List your child’s 

name, grade and 
reason for the  

absence. 
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 William Ruthven Primary School is a Child Safe school.  

 We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all our students.  

 To find out more about the Child Safe Standards, visit:  

 williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards 

 Protecting children from abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

 For the week ending 30 April 

Prep 

 

Micaela  For using her growing knowledge of letter-sound relationships to independently 
write about our ‘Living safely with pets’ in-school activity.  

1/2A 
 

Edina For using zones of regulation strategies. 

1/2B 
 

Tiahnee  For working well in a team when completing our phonics activity.  

2/3A 
 

 Holly  For sharing her prior knowledge during whole class and small group reading  
activities.  

3/4A 
 

Jordan For increasing his confidence in independent reading by using different visual 
tools. 

3/4B 
 

Lisa For actively participating in reading groups by making predictions and answering 
questions. 

5/6A 
 

Eshaal For making great inferences thereby showing that she has a deep understanding 
of the book ‘Wonder’. 

5/6B 
 

Natalia For having the confidence to share her prior knowledge when making inferences 
about characters in the text. 

5/6C 
 

Alexia For being a reflective learner who continually takes on board feedback to help her 
improve. 

 For the week ending 7 May 

Prep 

 

Jake For working diligently to improve his reading and writing. Your hard work is paying 
off! 

1/2A 
 

Ava For fantastic effort to improve reading fluency. 

1/2B 
 

Christian For confidently using the ‘count on’ strategy to solve addition problems. 

2/3A 
 

Meshal For creating a descriptive a narrative during writing. 

3/4A 
 

Sena For working hard to make deeper ‘text-to-self’ connections in reading 

3/4B 
 

Kristine For challenging herself in reading comprehension by answering questions. 

5/6A 
 

Ashley For working hard during maths on her ‘perimeter village’. 

5/6B 
 

Melinda For confidently contributing to class and group discussions. 

5/6C 
 

Max For showing progress and improvement in his reading. 

https://www.williamruthvenps.vic.edu.au/page/147/Child-Safe-Standards


 

1/2A and 1/2B cooking  
 

Students in 1/2A and 1/2B made ANZAC biscuits as part 
of the learning about ANZAC Day, following a procedural 
text (recipe), measurement and cooking. 
 

There was certainly a high level of excitement and  
engagement among the students in the staff room on the 
morning − and the smell of the biscuits as they were 
cooking made many mouths water. 
 
Exploring the tools, equipment and techniques used to 
prepare food safely and hygienically for healthy eating is 
part of our school’s curriculum. 
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Science Discovery Dome 
 

As part of our open day celebrations,  
the Science Discovery Dome is coming  
to William Ruthven Primary School on  
Tuesday, 25 May. 
 
The Science Discovery Dome is a 360° 
digital planetarium that uses the latest  
mobile dome technology. 
 
The cost is $6.50 per student. Please  
ensure payment has been made by  
Tuesday, 18 May. 
 
Thank you. 



 

 

 
Responsible Pet Ownership 
 

On 29 April, prep, 1/2A and 1/2B students participated in the  
Victorian Government’s ‘Living Safely with Pets Primary School  
Program’. The program educates students about living safely with 
dogs and how to be a responsible pet owner.  
 

Your family might like to explore ‘Pet town’ − a learning tool to assist 
primary school student about responsible pet ownership and dog 
safety. The website is https://www.pettown.vic.gov.au.  

Interschool sport 
 

Each Friday, our Year 5 and 6 students have the  
opportunity to compete against other local schools as 
part of the interschool sports program. 
 
This term, the students are competing in netball,  
soccer and football. Come along to assembly each 
Thursday (or tune in via WebEx) to hear the weekly 
sport’s reports. 
 
We are arranging for William Ruthven Secondary  
College students to assist us with coaching at 
lunchtimes. 
 
Thank you to Fawaz El Masri (Year 4 and 6 parent)  
for his assistance in coaching our football team. 
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Choir 
 

Jodi Clark (Prep teacher) runs our school choir which is approximately a quarter of students participating. 
The choir rehearses each Friday afternoon. The choir’s premier performance will be at 3:00 pm for our 
open afternoon on Tuesday, 25 May. We would love you to join us for this special performance. 
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Cross Country 
 

Sixteen students in Years 4 − 6 participated in the interschool sport cross country at Edwardes Lake on  
Friday, 7 May. Congratulations to Charlotte, Ekam, Matilda, Adele, Raghavan, Frankie, Dante (10-year 
olds) who ran the 2000 metre track, and Alyssa, Katia, Angus, Cameron, Eli, Abi, Sarbatt (11-year olds), 
Amina and Malan (12-year olds) who ran the 3000 metre track. 
 

Our students did a splendid job representing our school. Well done everyone. We came sixth overall. 
Congratulations to Katia, Angus and Cameron who qualified to compete at the Divisional Cross 
Country on Wednesday, 26 May. A special mention goes to Alyssa who supported a student from another 
school who had an asthma attack mid-race. Alyssa demonstrated our school value of compassion by  
putting the needs of another student above her own. Thank you Alyssa. 
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School Council news 
The new School Council is looking to build parent voice and  
representation via its sub-committees. If you are interested in joining 
a sub-committee, please contact the school on 9460 1668. 
 

Melinda Spiteri (School Council President) can be contacted by email. 
Melinda’s email address is Melinda.Spiteri2@education.vic.gov.au.  

 
The William Ruthven Primary School Council 
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Donald Eddington – Executive Chair and DET representative 
As the Principal and Executive Chair of School Council my role is to enhance the  
educational opportunities of all students at William Ruthven Primary School. Our vision is  
to develop literate, numerate and curious learners who are empowered and ready for 
each stage of their learning. With the support of School Council, my role is also to  
develop and monitor the School’s Strategic Plan and our Annual Implementation Plans. 

I am proud to lead the William Ruthven Primary School community. We have a dedicated 
staff who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all students. Our 
school provides a strong focus on building students’ literacy and numeracy skills, and we 
have a culture of high expectations and standards. We have terrific families who support 
our children and staff. Together, we give our students every opportunity to flourish.  

 
Melinda Spiteri – President and Parent representative 
I am the mother of a Year 5 and Year 1 student. I nominated for School Council 5 years 
ago, as I wanted to be involved in the school and the wider community and have a say in 
the opportunities available to our students. I am excited to be President this year. If you 
see me around, please say hi and introduce yourself. 

I really love the direction our school is taking. We have passionate teachers, and  
students who constantly show respect and compassion for each other. I hope that with 
the help support of the school community; teachers, parents, carers and students, it will 
make our school the first choice in the northern suburbs. 

 
Tamara Jimenez – Vice President and Parent representative 
I am the mother of a Year 4 student. Being on School Council gives me the opportunity to 
be involved in decisions that will shape the learning experiences of children at WRPS. I'm 
particularly passionate about kids learning science and about providing an inclusive  
setting where all of our children can feel welcome and thrive. 

I love that WRPS is a small school where staff know all the students by name and vice  
versa. I'm proud of our diversity and multiculturalism and, of course, our amazing  
Science, Technology, Arts and Robotics (STAR) Centre! 

 
Robin Shepherd - Treasurer and Parent representative 
I am the mother of a Prep and Year 5 student. I nominated for School Council to see how 
I could help the primary school in some way. While I work full time, and often miss out on  
being at school during school hours, I was keen to contribute and volunteer in some way.  

We've been at WRPS since my eldest started primary school (she's just started high 
school this year). We love the small school community environment that sees the  
principal and teachers knowing all students, and students knowing other students in all 
years. The support and responsiveness from the Principal and teachers during COVID 
last year was amazing.  

 
Peter Marco – Secretary and DET representative 
All the children at William Ruthven Primary School are ours and I love teaching them 
when covering classes and through my reading intervention lessons. I like working with 
people who want William Ruthven Primary School to be a ‘happy and safe place’ to work, 
learn and play, in a collaborative manner. 

Together we can make our school the ‘Best Place to Be.’ William Ruthven Primary 
School is a ‘caring school’ where we work in an ‘open, honest and transparent’ way so 
we can give our children the best education possible. 

We will leave no child behind because they are all our future investment.  

mailto:Melinda.Spiteri2@education.vic.gov.au
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Erika Bennet – DET representative 
I am currently a Year 1/2 teacher at William Ruthven Primary School. 

I nominated for School Council because I want to help strengthen the links between our 
school and community. 

The best thing about WRPS is the amazing kids who are curious, funny and clever. I also 
love working with the very dedicated team of staff. 
 
 
 
Christine Crosta – Parent representative 
I’m the mother of a Year 5 and Year 6 student (and a Year 9 student at WRSC).  

I run my own business and am fortunate to have a flexible schedule. This has allowed 
me the opportunity to be involved in shaping WRPS over the last decade as a School 
Council member. Working behind the scenes on School Council has been rewarding.  

It’s been a pleasure to watch WRPS evolve into the great school it is today, with the  
assistance of School Council. 
 
 
 

Elena Dagis – Parent representative 
My daughter is in Prep, so we’re brand new to WRPS.  

I chose to nominate for School Council as I’d heard about and seen the fantastic  
changes happening at this school and I wanted to contribute and help make the school 
even better.  
I also really wanted to get to know more parents and families and encourage them to get 
involved in any small way they can in the school community as it’s the families that are 
the true heart of a school. Come up and say hi if you see me around. 

The best thing about WRPS, besides Ms Clark our daughter’s teacher (who we think is 
the bees knees), my favourite thing is the culture in the playground. Within 2 weeks of 
starting prep our kid was talking not only about her new friends in Prep but those in 
Grades 4, 5 and 6 and since then I think she now has every grade covered. I’ve seen 
kids look out for and after each other too, it’s awesome. 
 
Wei Fang Liu – Parent representative 
I have a daughter in Year 6.  

I like the way the staff looks after injured students. Teaching, sports, activities are also 
very good at WRPS. I hope that in the future William Ruthven Primary School will  
become the primary school of choice. 

 

 

 
Diana Spadoni – Parent representative 
I currently have twins in Year 4. I have been a parent helper at the school since 2016 
when my eldest child was in Year 2, (who is now in Year 7).  Over the years, I have 
helped out in the classroom, assisting with fundraising activities and re-introducing the 
School Year Book.  I have joined the School Council in order to continue supporting the 
school community. 

The best thing our WRPS is the small, yet friendly and close community.  Teachers know 
most of the kids even if they aren’t in their home group.  Together, we are continuously 
seeking to improve the quality of the education and the facilities of the school. 



 

Step into Prep info session 

• Tuesday, 4 May 2021 

• 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

• In the library space 

Call us on 9460 1668 to book a place for 
your child to attend Step into Prep. 

Please bring a face mask 
to wear for cases when 
1.5 m social distancing 
cannot be maintained. 

Step into Prep 

Our Step into Prep program is open to all four year olds who will be enrolling in prep for 2022.  

The program is not limited to children enrolling at William Ruthven Primary School for next year.  

All four year olds are welcome to attend as the program will assist them in their transition to school. 

We would appreciate it if you could forward this information to friends and families – particularly those with 
children who are starting school next year. 
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May is National Family Reading Month 
 
2021 marks the 25th year of National Family Reading 
Month which celebrates and encourages families to read 
more together.  
 
Most of us know how important reading together is and its 
long-term value to our children’s success in school and in 
life. However, we also know it is not always that easy to 
put into practice with our busy schedules and increasing 
competition with screen time. 
 
That is why we ask families to take the 31 Day Family 
Reading Challenge – to inspire you to make reading  
together for at least 10 minutes every day a focus, to  
create positive, long lasting reading habits and lifelong 
readers!  

How to take the 31 Day Family Reading Challenge:  
 
1. Beginning 1 May, read every day at home with someone.  

 
2. Use the Reading Rocket Log (students will receive this from their  

classroom teacher) as a fun way for your child to track their reading all 
month in May.  
 

3. Send us some photos of you reading together so we can share these in 
our newsletter.  
 

4. At the end of the month, return your completed reading rocket log to go  
into the draw for some great prizes! 
 

We hope you enjoy exploring the universe of wonderful stories together from 
different types of books across many authors and genres, and have a great 
time taking this challenge!  
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Prep work 
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This term in Prep we have been developing the concepts for addition and subtraction through verbal 
action stories.  



 
 

Prep work 
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We also enjoyed writing about the Living Safely with Dogs incursion, using our knowledge of letter-
sound relationships to record the sounds we hear.  
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THURSDAYS 

3:30 PM TO 5:30 PM 

VACSAL BWAYS 
ARE NOW 

OFFERING FREE 
ONLINE 

TUTORING 
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 OSH Club Newsletter  
     

Contact Information 
Program's Direct Contact Number: 0478 100 412   
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
Program Coordinator: Laura          
Program Assistant: Sandra  

Hello William Ruthven community! 
We cannot believe it’s already May and we are planning for weeks 4 and 5. Time flies when 
you’re having fun! 
 
Now we are back in the rhythm of school, we will be focusing more on our abilities to try new 
games and activities. It can be easy to stay within our comfort zone, but when we try new 
things, we discover new and enjoyable tasks and friendships.  
 
In week 4 our Whole of Child focus is on Participation and Inclusion.  
Following the students’ Children’s Meeting in week 3, we have put all of their 
ideas straight onto the Planner. Making paper puppets, looking at animals and 
insects in the wild, designing your own laptop and origami are just some of the 
ideas provided. To enhance our group games we will be including the students’ 
choice of line tag, piggy in the middle, dead fish, octopus and scarecrow tiggy.  
 
Last week our students did self portraits by tracing their own photographed por-
trait. They look amazing. Our extension is to attempt Blind Contour Drawing, 
keeping our eyes on the subject and not lifting the pen. Abstract art is so fun! 
 
If you would like to book your child in to OSH Club, please try fill out the  
enrolment form online 5 days before you expect them to come. If your child has 
been before and you may be returning, call or email Laura to check your  
enrolment is still valid. 

Menu: 
A fresh fruit and vegetables platter with a selection of seasonal items, a cheese (either tasty or fetta) accompanied by the 
special of the day. 

All families must be enrolled with OSHClub to attend the 
program. Creating an account is free. Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au  

DAY 
Week beginning 10 May 

Theme: trying new games 
Week beginning 17 May 

Theme:  working together 

MONDAY 
Art club: paper puppets 

Piggy in the middle 
Art club: blind contour drawing 

Tunnel ball 

TUESDAY 
Create a snakes and ladders board 

Dead fish 
Snakes and ladders board game 

Bird watching and recording 

WEDNESDAY 
Looking at animals in the wild 

Moovosity: Magic 5 
Gardening club 

Moovosity: kids’ choice 
Pictionary 

Gardening club 

THURSDAY 
Make a laptop 

Scarecrow tiggy 
Kick to kick 

Origami 
Octopus 

FRIDAY 
One word story 
Zip Zap Zoom 

Zip Zap Zoom 
Line tag 

Bookings and Cancellations 
Bookings can be made online at any time up to 24 hours before the sessions commences (for example, if you need  
after care on Friday afternoon, your booking will need to be completed online by no later than 3pm on Thursday.) To 
make a booking after this time, please contact the service directly on 0478 100 412. Late bookings will incur an  
addition $4.00 fee. To avoid any out of pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance.  
Cancellations within this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS.  
 

Late Pick Up: A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time 
 

No Show: An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any bookings where no cancellation is provided.  

Program Times Full Fee Fee After 85% CCS* 

After School Care 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm $28.00 $5.39 

Fees and hours of operation as at term 2, 2021 and may be subject to change/ *Child Care Subsidy can provide up to 85% off your child’s care fees.  
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